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My English skills are terrible, so my daughter proposed:

Write the English version first, even if it is terrible and then translate it into
German.

That's what I did and suddenly I needed someone to proofread all my English concoctions. I
found a few people while writing and now I want to give them a big fat thank you for their
help:

Christine Graf motivated Hagen, made coffee, pasta, salad,
organized wine, opened the window for fresh air and translated
some chapters. Besides all of that, she runs cocoate.com and creates
and manages European educational projects for adults.
http://twitter.com/christinegraf

Dianne Henning is an American in Paris since 1992 and has a
background in both print and web-based graphic design. She is very
active with the Joomla! Community and volunteers her time as a
member of the Lead Editorial Team with the Joomla! Community
Magazine. Dianne enjoys photography, typography, and music, as
well as sampling fine French wine and cheeses.
http://twitter.com/qbparis

Nadine Loeffler is an experienced foreign language correspondent
for the English language. She resided and worked in the U.S. for
nearly ten years, where she graduated from college with her second
degree in Early Childhood Education. She works as a translator and
also has more than ten years of combined experience teaching
English to students in the U.S. as well as English as a foreign
language to students in Germany. Furthermore, she is a successful
online student mentor with Brevard Community College in Cocoa,
Florida. http://twitter.com/nadine_loeffler

Thilo Petry is an experienced IT expert with 15 years of working
experience. He is a senior consultant in software testing and is very
familiar with content management systems like Joomla! and
WordPress, and has been working with Joomla for many years. He
has developed websites for general aviation and industrial
companies as well as many other of his customers. He is also an
experienced trainer in IT related tools and systems.
http://twitter.com/dynamicflight

Isabell Schulz is the one to which the quote above belongs
to, and helped translate and correct some of the chapters,
plus sent an occasional motivational hug. Currently, she

works in Sweden and is involved in the Drupal community.
http://twitter.com/murgeys
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1.Introduction

1.Introduction

1.1.What is Joomla!?

Joomla! is a free system for creating websites. It is an open source project, which,
like most open source projects, is constantly in motion. It is unpredictable,
sometimes indescribable, partially controversial, quite often very sexy, at times a
little sleepy and provincial. Nevertheless, or perhaps because of these reasons, it has
been extremely successful for five years now and popular with millions of users
worldwide.

The word Joomla! is a derivative of the word Jumla from the African language of
Swahili and means "all together. "

The Project Joomla! is the result of a heated discussion between the Mambo
Foundation, which was founded in August 2005, and its then-development team.
Joomla! is a development of the successful system Mambo. Joomla! is used all over
the world for simple homepages and for complex corporate websites as well. It is
easy to install, easy to manage and very reliable.

The Joomla! team has organized and reorganized itself throughout the last five
years.

*  From 2005 to 2009, Joomla! 1.0 was further developed up to version
1.0.15 and that development was officially laid off in September 2009.

*  From 2005 until now, Joomla 1.5 is still being developed, was introduced
as a stable version in January 2008, and further developed to version
1.5.22.

*  From 2008 until now, Joomla 1.6 is still being developed. A stable version
has been available since January 2011.

The users of the Joomla! system remained faithful. Many transferred from their
website from Mambo to Joomla! and they have learned a lot over the years. Many
users have also been added in the last few years, and there are still people in the
world who do not know the system. Joomla!, together with Drupal and Wordpress,
is the most used open source web content management system in the world.

In Figure 1, Joomla! and Wordpress are on the same level according to Google
search volume trend. Joomla! and Wordpress are searched three times as often as
Drupal. However, the search volume has been declining since late 2010.
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Figure 1: Google Trend 2011-01-04 worldwide Drupal, Joomla!, Wordpress

It was time for Joomla! to release a stable 1.6 version. The situation in Germany is different

(Figure 2). Joomla! has almost twice as large of a search volume as Wordpress and Wordpress
almost four times as much as Drupal.

Scale is based on the average fraffic of drupal from Germany in all years. Learn more
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Figure 2: Google Trend 2011-01-04 Germany - Drupal, Joomla!, Wordpress
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Here are a few statistics from Google Trend (7able 1):

Drupal Joomla! Wordpress

1.2.Country

Germany 1,00 6,80 3,80
France 1,00 6,40 3,50
UK 1,00 2,60 3,30
Italy 1,00 6,50 3,50
Spain 1,00 3,90 3,60
Switzerland 1,00 9,20 3,10
USA 1,00 1,60 3,00
China 1,00 1,40 4,60

Table 1 Google Trend - Drupal, Joomla!, Wordpress

There are significant national differences in the use of content management systems.
In Germany, for example, TYPO3 also plays a role. The search volume is
comparable to Joomla!. In the U.S., the ratio Joomla! - TYPO3 is 1.0 to 0.01, which
indicates an impact more or less not measurable.

In Febuary 2011, 2.7 % of the entire web is powered by Joomla!

The range of Joomla! websites goes from very simple homepages to complex
business applications and projects based on the Joomla! Framework. What makes
Joomla! so successful and in which ways you can use it, I am going to describe in
this book.

1.3.Who am I?

My name is Hagen Graf, I'm 46 years old, and I live in Fitou [1], France. I am
married to the woman of my dreams and have four daughters. My work consists of
many different activities such as teaching, advising, listening, testing, programming,
understanding structures, developing new applications, questioning and always
trying something new. Actually, my work can be done completely online but
sometimes clients may have reservations about fully online projects, which is why I
am on the road a lot. Being on the road means meeting clients in different countries
with different languages and cultures, long car, bus or train rides as well as very
short response times to customer inquiries by e-mail, Facebook messages and
tweets. This way of working has implications for what I once used to call "the
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office". I need to be able to have access from anywhere in the world to my e-mails,
pictures, videos, tweets, and documents. My office is located where I am.

1.4.Who are you?

Of course, I do not know what exactly you do but many people whom I have
worked with work in a similar way that I do. Employees of larger companies,
however, often cannot or may not work as flexibly for various reasons. Your own
experience with computers is probably similar to mine. Many of us started with an
older PC and a windows system at school or at home, and then got to know from
experience the harsh reality of office applications, data loss, lack of memory, hard
drive, and printer configuration adventures. The wonderful relationships between
these things have been changed with the user-centered way of working of the Web
2.0 and the use of smart phones, but this does not necessarily make it easier.

If you do not love messing with passion at night with your operating system or
telephone or sorting your photos, music and moving them all from one device to
another, then you are probably just like me - happy when your devices and
applications are working, when you can access your data on the Internet and all is
working smoothly. If you work from a home office, a smooth work environment
becomes particularly important. Non-functioning soft- and hardware can quickly
turn your situation into a nightmare.

I distinguish between the following types of users:

*  Visitors: They visit a website and they do not care much about the system
you used for creating the site.

* Users: They use the website. They create content using pre-defined
procedures.

*  Website Designers: They install a Joomla! site on a server, create
categories, content, links and menu modules, configure templates and
languages, are all-rounders and usually have the sole responsibility for the
website.

* CSS Designers: They often like to work exclusively with files that have
the extension .css.

* HTML Designers: They give CSS Designers the foundation they need for
their work. In Joomla!, they create the so-called template overrides.

* Developers: They know the programming languages PHP and JavaScript
and like to use them. They enhance the Joomla! core with additonal
functions.

* Architects: They think about security, speed and code quality.

The website designer plays a special role in this list. He usually has to cover all
other roles, which constitutes a real challenge. As I am writing this book, I often
find myself thinking about the website designer.
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1.5.What does our software environment look like?

Parallel to the work processes just described above, software has been developed
that supports exactly this way of working. Browser-based applications like e-mail
services, online banking, group calendar, document management systems,
communities, dating services, online auctions and, of course, the Web 2.0
networking platforms are becoming more convenient, sophisticated and user-
friendly.

Web 2.0 [2] is still a buzz word. Its potential has long not fully been exhausted, and
has just started changing the newspaper and book market. I suspect the German car
industry will be the next to jump on the train. Tesla Motors [3] and Local Motors [4]
were born in the Internet. Tesla focused on start-up culture while Local Motors
focused on Open Source and Crowd Sourcing [5]. The word 'start-up' does not exist
in the German Wikipedia (as of 1/4/2011) but there is a note in an article about

setting up a company [5].

The data of already established services such as YouTube (videos), Flickr (photos),
Twitter (tweets) is processed as raw material. The year of 2011 is also the year of
location based services (LBS). WHERE was my photo taken? WHERE was the
video recorded?, WHERE did I twitter and WHERE am I at the moment? And who
else but me is at this place?

What is especially interesting about the use of online communities and the linkage
of all these online networks is that a "virtual layer" or "social graph" arises about
my life, which can be utilized by others. The commercial use of this social graph is
currently being hotly debated.

Back to Joomla!

Most of the services described above can interact through interfaces (programming
interfaces, APIs) and can be integrated into your own site. For companies like
Twitter, the requests to use such APIs play a much larger role than their actual
website itself.

Mobile phones converge with other mobile devices to smart phones. Ever since the
launch of the iPhone and iPad, these devices have been seriously noticed and have
had a lasting effect on the telephone and communications market. Today, using your
smart phone, you can access web pages, fill in and send forms, send and receive e-
mails, take and send pictures as well as videos, listen to music, check in at a place
of your choice and see which of your friends are already there and much more.

Your web site should also be legible on a smart phone!

The stationary PC is getting smaller, laptops are becoming more efficient while
netbooks are becoming cheaper and more common. Further developments are
predominantly focused on wireless connection technologies, miniaturization of
components, storage of data with no moving parts as well as battery life and
performance.
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1.Introduction
Everything's going mobile!

1.6.What does this mean for your website?

In the world I just described, a company, an institution, a club, an organization, yes,
probably everyone, needs a web presence that is user-friendly and flexible. A
presence - one that goes with time, can easily be changed via a web browser, one
that replaces your filing cabinet and leather address book, a presence that can
communicate with the different devices and can be extended easily.

I assume your website is already the place where you explain what you do or what
your company does. This is your place where you maintain your custumer relations
24 hours per day, seven days a week.

Your website probably contains a collection of applications and data summarizing
your activities. Your site should also contain interfaces to allow other applications to
use them.

Until recently, the creation of a website was a difficult thing to do. While you did
not have to be a renowned specialist, a combination of perseverance and having fun
with what you are doing were necessary to produce appealing results. You had to
create static HTML pages in an HTML editor and then upload them via file transfer
protocol to a server. To create even the simplest interactivity such as a contact form
or a forum, you had to learn a programming language.

It is more than understandable that many people did not take this hardship on
themselves and handed over the creation of a website to a web agency or did not
even start the project in the first place.

Thanks to Facebook and kits such as Google Sites, creating simple web pages has
become relatively easy but if you want something individual, you should become
familiar with a content management system.

Joomla! offers everything you need to create your own, individual website.

1.7.What is this book about?

First of all, it is about Joomla! and how to use it.Joomla! is a tool with lots of
possibilities and you can use the system in a huge variety of configurations,
depending on your ideas and wishes. In order to allow comfortable access, I have
structured the book as follows:

This Introduction

Showcase

Installation

Structures and Terms

What's New in Joomla! 1.6 ?
6. Managing Content

RAE Il
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7. Website and Content Configuration
8. Templates

9. Navigation

10. Users and Permissions

11. Extension Management

12. Core Extensions

13. Modules

14. Plug-Ins

15. Multi-Language Websites

16. Working with Templates

17. Search Engine Optimization

18. Upgrade from Joomla! 1.5 to Joomla! 1.6
19. Resources

1.8. What will you be able to do after reading this
book?

Although you are a beginner, you will be able to manage your own Joomla! website
via a web browser. If you are somehow familar with HTML, CSS and image
editing, you will be able to customize a template for your website.

1.9. Any further questions?

Don't hesitate! Of course, I can't deliver technical support. The Joomla! forums
provide a wealth of knowledge and you will definitely find answers to your
questions there. If you have comments or questions about the book, however, please
feel free to leave them.

Links:

[17 http://goo.gl/maps/3dU6

[2] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_2.0

[3] http://www.teslamotors.com/

[4] http://www.local-motors.com/

[5] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crowd_sourcing

[6] http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unternehmensgr%C3%BCndung
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What do websites look like when they were created with Joomla?

This question can't be answered easily as most websites are based on the Joomla!
software, but the design of the website is created by an agency and then
"transformed" into a Joomla! template. Therefore, the exterior of a website can be
deceiving. Nevertheless, here are some screenshots to give you an idea.

2.1.Guggenheim Museum New York
S 7 e e e P

GUGGENHEIM

wisit support () calendar & events about exhibitions collections education interact press room shop
NEW YORK search o]
ON VIEW NOW PLAN YOURVISIT
Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum

1071 Fifth Avenue (at
89th Street)

New York, NY 10128-0173
Purchase tickets

@) Hours & Ticketing

Hilla Rebay: Art Educator WHAT'S YO UR TAKE?

€ Taxe

Comment on
> our new blog

ON VIEW NOW NEWS. EVENTS featuring

Z i posts on
Special Exhibitions K - ideo art,
Haunted: Contemporary the Internet,
and everything in
between

Photography/Video/ Performance

March 26-September 6, 2010 i) “ PO w

Broken Forms: European

Modernism from the Guggenheim > ﬁ @
Collection L ﬂ

July 9, 2010-January 5, 2011 .

Jury Announced for Dark Sounds Concert Series Skip the
The Geometry of Kandinsky and YouTube Play The three-part live-music series, admissions
Halevich The jury will select up to 20 which takes its cue from the e and
July 9-September 7, 2010 videos submitted to conceptual threads that weave enjoy
Julie Mehretu: Grey Area youtube.comy/play that they through the Haunted exhibition, savings and
May 14-October 6, 2010 deem the most creative and concludes with The Cinematic party invitations. Become
inspiring, regardless of genre, Orchestra on September 3. 2 member.

Hilla Rebay: Art Educator technique, or budget.
January 29-August 22, 2010 Documentary Films

YouTube Play Blog Launches Monday, July 26, 12:30 pm
Collection on View H
Declarations: What Are Your

Thannhauser Collection e e Tt More events
Ongoing

Last Fifty Years?
OPENING SOON T
Chaos and Classicism: Art in w2l YouTube Plav

Website [1], Description [2], Creator [3]
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2.2.A Car Dealer

“Street Machine of the Year”

2009 GOOD GUYS PPG NATIONALS

Latest Chassis Events

ST ——

Website [4], Description [5], Creator [6]

2.3.A Pizza Franchise

Your Marcos is 8795 7362138

|0 CHANCES +o WIN $1,000 PLUS $5 OFF your u

Tell your friends what you love about your fav

“\\R\/\enﬁe

Customer Feedback | About Marco's Pizza

Intevested
ma
Franchise?

Join Our Evaari) Club
-

[ )

| Pus CheezyBread
Y s 2-Liker Beveraged

soinus on [l facebook 1

Website [7], Description [8], Creator [9]

AR spex Vtalian Pgga
50,
"lY‘?:ot Ovder Owline  Hot Deals Mewn  Store Locator
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2.4.A Dancing School

La compasrie Antarks et nde en 1995 de s volout de Nathalle
Delecrolx, chorégraphe, dont Fobjectif est de sensibils
a danse ontemporaine & sss de
thédtre. Notre démarch v
ke du spactace

Découvrez-nous en images

smmzzz ) b [ R R TS (2

Website [10], Description [11], Creator [12]

2.5.A Bed and Breakfast

La Maison do
Lucy’s unique
concept of
decorating
each suite
with themes
trom differont
countries.
around the

provides an

eady to exceed your accommos

the serena ife

el cxousd the

Florida’s most luxurious Bed and Breakfast

g i the boautfl Floida

folght you with s world ol
and the beautful white be
2.

J e e e 5 5 e
Lucy ndi

do Lucy
i drve

ore Lucy is

1. balroom, griling and outd a
- pocial avent, parties, and almost any concalvable function such as
Weddngs, Business Mesinds. Weskend Getau

Website [13] Description [14] Creator [15]

Travel The World

Clck Any Fiag To View

Moroczo

WE

Holywood
rslang
Jamaica
Mesico

=

New York
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2.6.A Photographer

PROFILE  ~-CONTACT  r=PDF

. )
mElII"IdElp bTEJ(rerEIg ARCHITECTURE COMMERCIAL LOVES PORTRAIT WEDDING
(GTGGRAPHY

Website [16] Description [17] Creator: Roland Jungwirth

2.7.And?

These websites look how websites are suppposed to look. :-)
If I had not told you that they were created with Joomla!, you probably would not
have noticed it consciously.

2.8.How to find Joomla! Pages?
1 will show a few ways to find websites made with Joomla!.

joomla.org

Just have a look at the project site! I found the sites featured above in the Joomla!

Showecase [18]. You will find 2,000 websites sorted by category. There is a site of
the month, an overview with top-rated sites, and much more.
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The Joomla! Community Showcase™

1810 SHOWCASE
SITES

Home »
Recently Added »
Most Rated »
Highest Rated »

Sites of the Month »

How ta Submit 2 Site »
Showcase Guidelines »

Disclaimer »

Popular Tags

travel news music
community tourism
education photography
art heaith magazine
school business blog
food non-profit

Login or Register
Usemame

Password

Remember Me [

Forgot your password?
Forgot your usemame?
Create an account

(2]

JOOMLA! SITE OF THE MONTH RECENTLY ADDED Mare »

Melinda Borbély
- % k
www.mb-photography.com
Category: Photography
E = Melinda Borbély is a

professional photographer

based in Cape Town, South

Afica. Her fresh, photo joumnalistic approach and vibrant way of

shooting capture the

Ea—

|

BackPageLead

www.backpagelead.com au
Category: News & Current Events

Life Changes Now Ltd

www.lifechangesnow.co.uk
Category: Altemative

Ants Educational
Animation (4 Calleges & Universities (a1
Architecturs @) Intemational Schools
Art History is) Online Learning
Celebrity & Fans (10) Pre-School ()

Dance (10} Primary Education (2)
Fine Afts (7) Religious Sehools ()
Movies & Film (10 Student Resources (22)
Museums (4 Summer Camps ()
Music (5 Vocational Training (s

Performing Arts (14
Photography (4

Government & Non-Profit

Charities (17
Portioio & Sai-Promo (1)
Government (4§]
Television (1
= Miltary (3
Business NonProft Organizations (5

Agticulture & Farming 4
Automotive (41,

Health

Altemative (22)
Beauty & Fashion (4)

Clothing (2¢)

Beauty (10)
Dentistry

Conatiction Fitness & Nutrtion (23)
Consulting (¢

Medical (25
Employment (3)

Pharmaceuticals (5)

Figure 7: Joomla! Showcase

Google

Recreation & Hobbies Society

Anime (2, Culture & Mythology (3.
Antiques (s Fanily & Parenting (10
Automobiles (4 Legal (18)
Food (14 Politcs (9
Gaming (33 Relationships (5)
Kids & Youth (10 Religion & Spirtuality (45)
Outdoor (¢, ‘Social Networking (45
Pels Social Sciences )
Toys () Sports
Travel & Tourism (73 o
Reference Badminton
Biographical (2) Baseball (3)
Guides & Directories (21) Basketball (7)
Libraries (12) Biking (11
Maps (2) Equestrian (5}
Beimnee. Football (11)
Agricuture 7} Bl
Astronomy & Space (5 s,

Hockey (5)

Biology & Chemistry (s
Martial Arts & Fencing (21)
Biotechnology (2

Enargy ) Olympics & Compettions (1)

You can search for the term com_content [19]. The component "content" uses this
term in the URL of the page. Nowadays, this kind of searching is not really effective
because of the various search engine optimized URLs' but the result is still

impressive.

2.9.Check out the website more closely

If you are on a website and want to know whether it was created with Joomla!, have
a look at the source code. In the header section, you should find this line:

<meta name="generator" content="Joomla!
Content Management"

/>

- Open Source
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You can also just type the URL of the link to the administration area:
http://example.com/administrator

Here the example of Guggenheim: [20]

“ Joomlal Guggenheim Museum

Joomlal Administration Login

Use a valid username and
password to gain access to Username
the Administrator Back-end.

Password
Return to site Home Page

Language | Default |
N
{ m\ —

=

Joomlal is Free Software released under the GNU/GPL License.

Figure 8: Administration of the Guggenheim Museum

Go ahead and ask your friends
1 tweeted [21]

[En] Seeking Websites (business, ngo, community, home) built with
Joomla, Wordpress o. Drupal, please RT + and post url #zero2hero

and promptly received answers :

1. @codingfish @hagengraf http://www.italobikes.com #zero2hero #joomla
#community
2. (@tederion @hagengraf ups, Joomla-Websites NGO: http://is.gd/dOETL

http://is.gd/dOEXO Business: http://is.gd/dOF1y
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2.10.Any other ideas?

Do you know any other ways of detecting Joomla! sites? Feel free to leave
comments[22].

Links:

[1] http://www.guggenheim.org/

[2] http://community.joomla.org/showcase/component/mtree/arts/museums/the-
guggenheim-museum.html

[3] http://www.pentagram.com

[4] http://www.roadstershop.com/

[3]
http://community.joomla.org/showcase/component/mtree/business/automotive/roads
ter-shop.html

[6] http://www.papertower.com/

[7] http://marcos.com/

[8] http://community.joomla.org/showcase/sites/business/food-and-
beverage/marcos-pizza.html

[9] http://zunostudios.com/

[10] http://www.compagnieantares.com/

[11] http://community.joomla.org/showcase/sites/arts/dance/compagnie-antares.html
[12] http://www.kinesphere.fr/

[13] http://www.lamaisondelucy.com/

[14] http://community.joomla.org/showcase/sites/business/food-and-
beverage/marcos-pizza.html

[15] http://www.magnoliawebgroup.com/

[16] http://www.mb-photography.com/

[17]
http://community.joomla.org/showcase/component/mtree/arts/photography/melinda-
borbely.html

[18] http://community.joomla.org/showcase/

[19] http://www.google.de/search?q=com_content

[20] http://www.guggenheim.org/administrator/

[21] http://twitter.com/hagengraf/status/19554973733

[22] http://cocoate.com/node/2163

—_—
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3.Installation

Thanks to the web installer, Joomla! can be installed in only a few minutes.

In order to install Joomla! on your local PC, it is necessary to set up your "own
internet", for which you'll need a consisting supported browser, a web server, a PHP
environment and as well a Joomla" supported database system. We call this a
LAMP stack [1] (or XAMP) and a client server system. The Joomla! files will be
copied to this system and configured with the Joomla! web installer.

3.1.Minimum system requirements:

* aninstalled and functioning web server, like Apache or Microsoft IIS,
version 1.13.19.

» the PHP scripting language, version 5.2.4. PHP support for MySQL and
Z1ib must be compiled into PHP. Zlib is a library that allows PHP to read
file packages that are compressed with the ZIP-based technique.

* the MySQL database system, version 3.23.x or higher, for Unicode
character sets MySQL 4.1.x.

Installation variants

You need all the components mentioned above to install a Joomla! system for
yourself. PC, browser, and Internet connection are usually available. There are a
number of options for web server, PHP interpreter, and database.

You can:

* set the system up locally on your PC

* set the system up on a server in a company's Intranet

* rent a virtual server from a provider

* rent or purchase a server from a provider (with root access)
You can also:

Have the web server and database located on computers that are physically
separated from each other.

You can also, of course, use different:
* brands of web servers

» versions of PHP interpreters
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*  Versions of MySQL databases

And on top of that, you can install and operate all these components on various
operating systems.

This freedom in choice of resources can sometimes confuse a layman. Therefore,
we will discuss a few typical scenarios.

Local Test Environment

If you are at home or in your office, for example, and want to set up a Joomla!
website, you may use any of the following operating systems.

Windows Operating System
For a Windows operating system you can use either of two web servers:.

You take a pre-configured package (XAMPP), unpack it on your computer, and
everything you need is there (http://apachefriends.org).

Linux Operating System

Here it depends on the distribution version you have. All the distributions allow
simple installation (with a click of the mouse) of the Apache, PHP, and MySQL
packages. At times, depending on distribution, they may already be pre-installed. So
you can use the programs contained in the distribution or a preconfigured package
(XAMPP); extract it on your computer and everything you need is there
(http://apachefriends.org).

Mac OS X Operating System

In Mac OS X operating system, you have a default web server (Apache) in your
system that you have to activate, but unfortunately not PHP and no MySQL.

So you can use the installed Apache web server and install the missing software or
the pre-configured XAMPP package for Mac OS X. Another complete package by
the name of MAMP is also very popular with the Mac OS X environment
(http://www.mamp.info).

Production Environment

You have several options here as well.
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Rented Virtual Server

You rent a web-space package with database, PHP support, and often also your
domain name from a provider. In this case you have a functional environment and
you can install your Joomla! into it. Consult your provider as to the version choices
(PHP, MySQL). Sometimes providers offer Joomla! pre-installed with various
templates. IIf this is the case, all you have to do is activate Joomla! with a click of
the mouse and it is ready for you.

Your Own Server

You rent a server from a provider and install the operating system of your choice.
You are the administrator of the system and you can work on it, just like on your PC
at home.

Before you venture into the wilderness of the Internet, you should first practice on
your local computer. This has the advantage that there are no connection fees, it is
very fast, and you can practice at a leisurely pace.

You may even have a small local network at home where you can install Joomla! on
one computer and access it from another.

Remember that there are probably more current versions on the respective project
sites on the Internet.

3.2.Stumbling stones

This topic is very complex because there is a vast number of providers and an even
greater number of installed web server, PHP, MySQL versions and web space
management tools. Crunchpoints during the installation often consist of:

* an activated PHP Safe Mode, preventing you to upload files,

» 'forbidden' rewrite paths with the Apache web server because the so-called
Apache Rewrite Engine (mod_rewrite) is not activated,

» the directory permissions on Linux and OSX, which are set differently
than in Windows.

Basically, the easiest way that almost always works, is the following:

*  Download the current file package from joomla.org to your home PC and
unzip everything into a temporary directory.

* Load the unpacked files via FTP onto your rented server or to the
directory of your local installation. The files must be installed in the
public directory. These directories are usually called htdocs, public_html
or html. If there already are other installations in that directory, you can
specify a sub directory in which your Joomla! files should be installed.
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Many web hosts allows you to link your rented domain name to a
directory.

* You have to find out the name of your database. In most cases, one or
more databases are included in your web hosting package. Sometimes, the
names of the user, database and password are already given; sometimes
you have to set them up first. Usually you can do this in a browser-based
configuration interface. You will need the database access information for
Joomla!'s web installer.

3.3.Joomla! web installer

Download Joomla! 1.6 at joomla.org and unpack the files into your root folder of
the web server (e.g.: /htdocs). From now on, everything is going to go really fast
because the Joomla! web installer is working for you. Go to URL http://localhost/.

Step 1 — Selecting a language

The web installer appears with a selection of languages. Choosing the language is
the first of seven installation steps. Set the desired language, and click the Next
button (Figure I).

Joomlal 1.6.0 Installation ¥ Joomlal

Steps Choose language Noxt )

Select Language

Sl S Please select the language to use during the Joomla! installation

seps: [Engish (United Kingdom) | |
3:License English (US)

4: Database
5: FTP Configuration
& : Configuration

7: Finish
y -
°

"/

Figure 1: Installer — Select language

Joorlal® is free software released under the GNU General Public License.

Step 2 — Installation check

The Installation check (Figure 2) should help you verify whether your server
environment is suitable for the installation of Joomla! or not.
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Joomlal 1.6.0 Installation ¥ Joomial

Steps Pre-Installation Check Checkagain @) (O provious. | ext ©)

Pre-installation check for Joomlal 1.6.0 RC1 [ Onward ] 14-Dec-2010 23:00 GMT:

13y ot roms ik ipored (niad 2 M) thn e

Jrip—

fefid

iid

H

22%89288f
2888°988%

Figure 2: Installer — Installation check

It's a good sign if you see mostly green test results. Depending on your
configuration, there can be differences. The Joomla! Installer considers the
configuration settings of the web server (in our case Apache), PHP, and the
operating system. When using Unix Systems (Linux, Mac OS X), you have to pay
attention to file permissions [1]. This is particularly important for the file
configuration.php. This file will be generated at the end of the installation with your
personal values. If the installer can not write in the folder, Joomla! can not create
the file and the installation will fail. In this case, try to configure the rights and then
click the button repeat check. Then, click the Next button and you will get to the
step license.

Step 3 — License

Each software product is somehow licensed. Joomla! is licensed according to the
GNU General Public License, version 2.0 (Figure 3).

Joomlal 1.6.0 Installation ¥ Joomlal

Steps License O provos | vt ©

1 Language

GNU General Public Licens

2 Pradnstalston chack.
Table

PRS-

‘GNU GENERAL PUBLIC LICENSE.

Figure 3: Installer — License
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Step 4 — Database

In the fourth step database configuration, your data base parameters will be
requested (Figure 4). You can create any number of databases in your local server
environment. You have a MySQL user with the name root. The user root is the
MySQL administrator and can, therefore, do everything in your MySQL system.
The password depends on your server environment (no password is needed with
XAMPP, with MAMP the password is root).

Joomlal 1.6.0 Installation

Steps Database Configuration ©) provious | Next )

1: Language
Connection Settings:

2: Pre-Installation check

Setting Lp Joomial to run on your server involves 4 simple steps. Basic Settings
3 Dicouse Please enter the hostname of the server Joomlal is o be installed | Database Type I
o CmysaL 2 This is probably "mysaql
Enter the MySQL usermame, password and database name you Host Name ; .
wish to use with Joomia. I This is ususlly “localhost’
5: FTP Configuration
Enter a prefix to be used by tables for this Joomia! instalation. Username AR BAmeshieg o K o oo G B e
& : Configuration Select how to handle existing tables from a previous installation. o0t hoster
Password _ Forsite security using a password for the mysal account is
7: Finish mandtory
Database Name come hosts allow only 2 certain DB name per site, Use
Joomlals table prefix in this case for distinct Joomial sites.
. Choose 2 database prefi. Ideally, three or four characters
B Thble bref: long, contain only alphanumeric characters, and MUST end
Jos_ in an underscore. Do not use "bak_ " since this s used for
. backup tables.
~ Old Database Process Ay existing boctup tables from farmer Joomisl
@ Badwp O Remove: installations wil be replaced

Joomlal® is free software released under the GNU General Public License.
Figure 4: Installer — database configuration
Enter the following values into your local installation:

* computer name: localhost
* user name: root
* password: [only you know that]

Now select the database name. In a productive environment on a database server
with a provider, you probably have a fixed quota of databases and the database
credentials are predefined. If you have root permission on your MySQL server, you
can enter a name of a new database. Joomla! will then create that database.

By clicking the green triangle at advanced settings, additional options will appear.
You can select whether the tables of any existing Joomla! installation in this
database should be cleared or saved and marked with the prefix bak .

The MySQL table prefix is really practical. In front of each table name generated by
the web installer, it writes the text that you typed in the appropriate field. As a
default, the web installer suggests jos_ . This has a simple reason. Sometimes you
may only be able to get one MySQL database from your provider. If you want to run
two or more Joomla! sites, you have a problem, as the tables do not differ from each
other. With the table prefix it is possible to distinguish several tables (jos_mueller
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oder jos_schulze ). Here, you should use the default jos . The prefix is also used to
indicate saved data (bak ); see above.

Step 5 - FTP-configuration

In order to avoid problems with access rights and possibly turned on PHP Safe
Mode, you have the possibility to use the FTP functions of PHP for the upload and
file handling. This is not necessary in a local installation. If you have installed
Joomla! on a virtual server with your provider, you can enter the FTP data provided
by your ISP. If your provider allows this function, it is advisable for security
reasons, to create different FTP accounts for users and for the Joomla! installation.
Activate the FTP account just for that Joomla! directory (Figure 5).

Joomial 1.6.0 Installation ¥ Joomlal
Steps FTP Configuration © proviows) (next ©

: Language
FTP Configuration (Optional - Most Users Can Skip This Step - Press Next to Skip)

~

: Pre-Installation check

On some servers you may need to provide FTP credentials for Basic Settings
o instalation to complete. If you have difficuities completing ———
v installation without these credentials, check with your host to bl bR Lneriy PRl Ay
determine f this is necessary. Wamning! Itis recommended to leave
4 : Database [ this blark and enter your FTP
For security reasons, it is best to create a separate FTP user FTP Userame petaes gl D
D— ‘acoount with acoess to the Joomla installtion only and not the P
P entire web server. Your host can assist you with this.
Warning! Itis recommended to lesve
6 : Configuration Note: If you are installing on a Windows Operating System, the ETP Passwond this biarik and enter your FTP
FTP layer is not required. password each time you transfer

ftes.

+ Finish
FTP Root Path
("Autofind FTP Path ) (Verify FTP Settings )

- » Advanced Settings

Joomlal® is free software released under the GNU General Public License.

Figure 5: Installer — FTP-configuration

Step 6 - Configuration

The main configuration is divided into three steps.

In the first part of the configuration the name of your site is requested. This name
will appear in the title bar of the browser window when someone accesses your site.
The name is also used at various other places, such as in confirmation emails to
registered users. For our example page, I'll use the name Joomla! (Figure 6). In the
second part, the name, e-mail address and administrator password are requested.
Writing down the password on a piece of paper is probably best (but do not stick it
on the screen or under the keyboard :-)).
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Joomlal 1.6.0 Installation ¥ Joomlal

Steps Main Configuration
1:Language Site Name

2 Bre i aletion check Enter the name of your Joomlal site.

Optional: You can also enter Meta Description and Meta keywords

3:License for your site.

4:Database

@«

:FTP Configuration

Configuration

~

:Finish

Confirm the Admin email and Password.

Web site Super Administrator.

Enter your email address. This will be the email address of the

Enter a new password and then confiem it in the appropriate
fields. You may change the default usemame admin. These will

password that
Administrator Control Panel at the end of the installation.

1f you are migrating, you can ignore this section. Your current

settings will be automatically migrates.

Load sample data

Imporkantl: It is strongly recommended that new Joomial users
instal the default sample data. To do this ciick on the button

before moving to the next stage.

1.Sample data; Before leaving the installation, you <an populate

the ste database with data. There are twe ways to do this:

© provows (nen ©

Basic Settings

Site Name | Joomial

> Advanced Settings - Optional
igecoate. com
independent $
management .
consultancy, based v

Meta Deseription

Meta Keywords:

Your Email hagen.graf@gmail.com
Admin Username admin

Admin Password

Confirm Admin Reses |
Password

stai strongly for beginners.
Install Sample Data ) This il install sample cantent that is included in the Joomial

Instaliation package.

1a. Default sample data can be inserted. To do this, make sure
the Default English (GB) Semple Data is displayed in the
dropdown and clck the Install Sample Data button.

1b. Custom sample data can be inserted. To o this, choose an
available sample data in the dropdown and dick the Install Sample:
Data button.

2. Clean Installation: If you wish to perform a dean
installation, enter the site name, admin email and choose 2
password. Then proceed to the final step by clicking Next.

Joomlal@ is free software released under the GNU General Public License.
Figure 6: Installer — Configuration — Name, E-Mail, Password

In the third part, you specify the type of data your Joomla! installation should
contain.

Installation of sample data

The data is the most important thing in your installation. Joomla! allows (and
strongly recommends for beginners) the installation of sample data. You will be
provided with a small manual about Joomla! and many examples to experiment
safely. Click the button install sample data. The installer will load the data into your
database and change the display (Figure 7). This process is somewhat unimpressive
but necessary for installing sample data. The button will disappear and a small text
box will be visible.
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Imin E-mail and Password.

dress. This will be the e-mail address of

‘dministrator. Your E-mail hagen.graf@gmail.com
rd and then confirm it in the appropriate
ge the default username admin. These Admin Username admin
2 and password that you will use to login
Control Panel at the end of the Admin Password ezl
Confirm Admin
you can ignore this section. Your current Password nEATY
Tatically migrated.
ata

rongly recommended that new Joomla!
it sample dats. To do this dick on the
g to the next stage. Sample Data Installed Successfully.

Installing sample data is strongly
recommended for beginners. This will
install sample content that is included in
stallation, you can populzte the site the Joomia! installation package.

There are three ways to do this:

data can be inserted. To do this click the
button.

on: If you wish to perform a clean
= site name. admin e-mail and choose 2

Figure 7: Installer — Configuration — Sample data
Click on the button NEXT and the data will be transferred.

Step 7 — Completion

In the seventh and final step you will be congratulated on having successfully
installed Joomla! (Figure 8). Congratulations from me as well! You will now see an
advisory in bold letters appearing in the display, prompting you to delete the
directory called 'Installation'. You should follow this advisory because your Joomla!
website will otherwise not run properly.

Joomlal 1.6.0 Installation

Steps Finish sito % | Aaministrator

1: Language
[:nnuralulallonu Joomla! is now installed.

2: Pre-Installation check

Click the Site button to view your Joomlal Web site or the PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETELY
3oL lteas ‘Admin button to take you to your administrator login. REMOVE THE INSTALLATION DIRECTORY.
On the Joomla! Help Site, you will find an easy, step-by-step You will not be able to proceed beyond this point until the
4: Database guide to installing your own language pack in Joomlal You will installation directory has been removed. This is a security
find a list of links to available language packs. feature of Joomla!.
5 : FTP Configuration Click the button on the right to open the Help Site in a new

window. Administration Login Details

6 : Configuration
Usermame: admin

7 Finish

Joomlal in your own language?
Visit the Joomia! Help Site: for more information and downloads.

Joomlal is free software released under the GNU General Public License.
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Figure 8: Installer — Completion

Note: A file named configuration.php has been created in your document
directory. If you would like to repeat the installation, you will need to
delete the file configuration.php before deleting the installation directory.
The Joomla! installer will start anew when you pull up the URL in your
browser, where your Joomla! files are located.

Now that you have fully installed Joomla! you can begin configuring your website
and content. You have the choice between the buttons Sife (see website) and Admin
(administration interface). Go ahead and have a look at your newly created website
and click on Site. In case you have not yet deleted the installation directory, you
will once again receive a friendly reminder to do so now and then refresh the page.
The result looks very impressive (Figure 9).

Fontsize Bigger | Reset | Smaller Search

HOME  SAMPLESITES  JOOMLAORG

7 Joomlal’

Open Source Content Management Beta

You are here: Home

About Joomla!
Getting started
Using Joomia!

The Joomla! Project

The Joomia! Community

This Site
Home
Site Map
Login
Sample Sites
Site Administrator

Example Pages

Login Form

User Name

Password

Remember Me (]

> Login

Forgot your password?

Forgot your usermame?
Create an account

Joomla!

Congratulations! You have a Joomlal site! Joomlal makes your site easy to bulld a websile just the way you want it and keep it simple

to update and maintain

Joomlal is a fiexible and powerful piatform, whether you are building a small site for yourself or a huge site with hundreds of thousands

of visitors. Joomla is open source, which means you can make it work just the way you want i to.

Beginners

Ifthis is your first Joomla site or your
first web site, you have come to the
fight place. Joomla will help you get
your website up and running quickly

and easiy.

Start offusing your site by logging in
using the administrator account you
created when you installed Joomia!.

> Read more: Beginners

Upgraders

If you are an experienced Joomlal 15
user, 1.6 will seem very familiar. There
are new templates and improved user
interfaces, but most functionality is the
same. The biggest changes are
improved access control (ACL) and

nested categories.

> Read more: Upgraders

Figure 9: Your website directly after installation

Professionals

Joomlal 1.6 continues development of
the Joomla Framework and CMS as a
powerful and flexible way to bring your
vision of the web to realty. With the
administrator now fully MVC, the ability
to control its look and the management

of extensions is now complete.

> Read more: Professionals

[14]

Joomla! 1.6 — Beginner's Guide

-31-

Hagen Graf — cocoate.com — February 2011



3.Installation

Have a look around, browse through a few options and try to familiarize yourself
with your new site. Many features of Joomla! are being used on this website filled
with sampla data. Next, we are going to look at these in detail!

3.4.Unpublish Example Data

If you are installing Joomla! 1.6 for the first time, I recommend you also install the
example data. Take your time and explore the website and how it all comes together.
The example data show you how the website looks with content and comes with
short explanations of the example content and modules. To get a brief overview,
read the 50 pages behind the menu item "Using Joomla!".

Now that you have seen enough, you would probably love to configure your
website according to your needs and wishes.

3.5.How to get an empty Joomla! ?

To get an empty version, you can:

1. Install a fresh Joomla! 1.6 without example data:
Create a new folder in your local web directory (/Atdocs) and install the
new Joomla!. Now you have two complete Joomla! installations. This
approach is very helpful for training purposes.

2. Delete the example data in your administration area.

3. Unpublish the example data. Please watch the video attached, in which I
am going to show you how to do that.

If you decide to follow step 2 or 3, you will need to login in the administration area.
There you can delete and/or unpublish the example data and menu items.

Menu manager

Go to the Menu Manager in the Top Menu (Menus -> Top), click the check boxes on
the left side above the menu items to choose all of them, and then click the icon
Unpublish. After you have done this, you will see a red icon on each menu item
(Figure 10). If you now go back to your website (refresh it), you will notice that the
top menu is no longer visible. Repeat the same procedure with the Main Menu and
the About Joomla! menu. Make sure you choose all menu items, except the
Home/Frontpage item. This menu item cannot be deleted because you need a
frontpage. In the lower area, you may change the number of displayed menu items
(Figure 11).
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Figure 11: Menu manager 11

Article manager

Use the same procedure as described above. Open the article manager and choose
all content items to unpublish or delete them.
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Cache

To make sure that all data will disappear from you site, you have to clear the entire
cache (Site Maintenance -> Clear Cache). Again, choose all content and delete it.

Empty Website

Your Joomla! is now "empty" (Figure 12).

Fontsize Bgger Reset | Smaler | Search

7 Joormlal

Open Source Content Management Beta

You are here: Home.

This Site

Home

Login Form

User Name
Passtord
RememberMe (]

> Login

Forgot your password?

Forgot your usermame?
Create an account

Powered by Joorial

Figure 12: Joomla! without example data

Links:
[1] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LAMP_%28software_bundle%29
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4.Structures and Terms

I would like to explain and clarify some structures and terms before we begin with
the configuration.

4.1.Frontend

With the frontend we mean the areas of the website as visitors or registered users
see it. A registered user normally works only in the frontend. It is like in a store,
where the goods are displayed in shop windows and on shelves. Here you can have
a look around.

4.2.Backend

This is your administration area, therefore, we call it just administration. You can
give registered users the right to work in your backend. This privilege is mostly
limited to several employees, who should administer some tasks on the website. You
can access the administration login via /administrator.

http://localhost/administrator

There you can register with your login details and choose your preferred language.
(Figure 1).

Administration

Joomlal Administration Login
Uso a vald usemame and passws

avali ord
10 gain accoss to the administrator

backend User Name

Go 1o site home page.
Password

N Language Default -
Login ©

Figure 1: Joomla! Administration registration

Once logged in successfully, you'll have access to the administration, which is
structured according to your user rights. (Figure 2).

Joomla! 1.6 — Beginner's Guide -35- Hagen Graf — cocoate.com — February 2011



4.Structures and Terms

2 Joomial’

Site  Users  Menus  Content  Components  Extensions  Help 4 None Logged-in frontend & 1 Logged-in backend =~ 0 Messages 8 View Site () Log out

T 1 ~ Last 5 Logged-in Users
'+ Name Location D Last Activity Logout
Add New Article Article Manager Category Manager Media Manager Hagen Graf Ad

T 4 =

Menu Manager User Manager Module Manager Extension Manager

53 X = O

Language Manager  Global Configuration  Template Manager Edit profile

stator 42 20110225 13.07:58
» Top 5 Popular Articles
» Last 5 Added Articles

Joomiai® s free software released under the GNU General Public License.  Version 1.6.0

Figure 2: Administration

You may access each function either by using the combined menu tab system or by
simply clicking an icon on the start screen.

4.3.Files

Joomla! consists of hundreds of files. Images, PHP scripts, CSS files, JavaScript
files and a many more.

You probably already noticed this when you unpacked the compressed package and
copied it into the htdocs folder. Basically, you have already installed two Joomla!
packages: one for the frontend and one for the backend. The 'Backend Joomla!' is
located in the administrator folder (Figure 3).

This folder is addressed when you call /administrator in the browser. Inside that
folder are other folders like cache, components, language, modules and templates.
The specific backend files are stored in these directories.

You will find the same folder names again outside the administrator folder. These
folders contain the frontend files. These are not really two Joomla! packages, but
there is a clear separation between backend and frontend files.

For example, all files uploaded with the Media Manager will be saved in the /media
folder. All files have to be saved with a backup.
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@ index.php
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v
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14 décembre 2010 15:53
14 décembre 2010 15:53
14 décembre 2010 15:53
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15 décembre 2010 09:05
14 décembre 2010 15:53
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14 décembre 2010 15:54

Figure 3: Joomla! 1.6 files and folder

4.4.Database

Additionally to files (graphics, documents, system files, etc.) Joomla! also needs a
database. During the installation procedure, the Joomla! web installer creates 33
tables in your specified database (Figure 4). In these tables, all content will be

managed.

Size Kind
-- Folder
-- Folder
-- Folder
-- Folder
-- Folder
4 KB TextW...ument
-- Folder
-- Folder
-- Folder
-- Folder
-- Folder
-- Folder
4 KB TextW...ument
4 KB Plain Text
-- Folder
-- Folder
4 KB TextW...ument
-- Folder
4 KB Text document
-- Folder
Folder
Plain Text
Folder
-- Folder
-- Folder
-- Folder
B KB Plain Text
4 KB Plain Text
-- Folder
-- Folder
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Figure 4: The Joomla! data base tables

When I say content, I mean texts and configuration settings. The tables in the
screenshot are displayed by means of phpMyAdmin. phpMyAdmin is a part of
XAMPP and MAMP and is available via

http://localhost/phpMyAdmin
Usually, no changes need to be made in these tables. In case you forget your admin
password, phpMyAdmin is very helpful.

This software can also be used for backing up your database by creating a so-called
SQL dump, as your tables have to be secured regularly.

4.5.Elements of Joomla!

The structure of Joomla! is simple, sophisticated and efficient.
Joomla! assumes that you want to write an article. An article usually consists of a
title, text and some configuration settings.

Article

Articles can be displayed in single or list view.
On the frontpage of your your recently installed Joomla! website you will see these
four articles (Figure 5).
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Joomla!

Cangratulations! You have a Joomia! site! Joomla! makes your sile easy to build a website just the way you want it and keep it simple to

update and maintain.

Joomlal is & flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for yourself or a huge site with hundreds of thausands of

visitors. Joomla is open source, which means you can make it work just the way you want it o,

Beginners

If this is your first Joomla site or your first
‘web site, you have come to the right
place. Joomia will help you get your
website up and running quickly and

Upgraders

If you are an experienced Joomla! 1.5
user, 1.6 will seem very familiar. There
are new templates and improved user

interfaces, but most functionality is the

Professionals

Joomia! 1.6 continues development of
the Joomla Framework and CMS as a
powerful and flexible way to bring your
vision of the web to reality. With the

easily. same. The biggest changes are
improved access control (ACL) and

administrater now fulty MVC, the ability

Start off Lsing your site by loaging in to control its look and the management

nested categories of extensions is now complete.

using the administrator account you

created when you installed Joomlal

> Weiterlesen: Upgraders > Weiterlesen: Professionals

> Weiterlesen: Beginners

Figure 5: Article on frontpage

The articles are sorted in a certain manner. The first article is displayed by using the
full width of the website. The other articles are placed below in three columns. If
the articles are too long, you may insert a read more link. This representation is a
list view. By clicking on the read more link you will be redirected to the single
representation of that article (figure 6). The type of display can be changed by
setting options in the backend, however, only by the user with corresponding access
rights.

Beginners
=

Kategorie: Joomlal

verdffentiicht am: Samstag, 10 Juli 2010 18:50
Geschrieben von: Joomla!

Zugriffe: 0

If this is your first Joomla site or your first web site, you have come to the right place. Joomla will help you get your website up
and running quickly and easily.

Start off using your site by legging in using the administrater account you created when you installed Joomlal

Explore the articles and other resources right here on your site data to lear more about how Joomla works. (When you're done
reading, you can delete or archive all of this.) You will also probably want to visit the beginners' areas of the Joomla

documentation and support forums

You'll also want to sign up for the Joomla Security Mailing list and the Announcements mailing list. For inspiration visit the Joomla

Site Showcase to see an amazing array of ways people use Joomla to tell their stories on the web.

The basic Joomla! installation will let you get a great site up and running, but when you are ready for more features the power of
Joomlal is in the creative ways that developers have extended it to do all kinds of things. Visit the Joomla! Extensions Directory to
see thousands of extensions that can do almost anything you could want on a website. Can't find what you need? You may want
to find a Joomla professional on the Joomla! Resources Directory.

Want to learn more? Cansider attending a Joomlal Day or other event or joining a local Joomla! Users Group. Can't find one near

you? Start one yourself.

Figure 6: single display of an article
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Articles can be published (publish) or not published (unpublish). You can feature
articles on your frontpage, you can archive them or put them in the trash and
retrieve them. You can copy and move them.

Categories

In order to display articles clearly, you may create categories, and then assign an
article to them. Each article can be assigned to exactly one category (Figure 7). The
categories can be nested to any depth. Articles from one or multiple categories can
be assigned to one menu item and displayed in various ways. By clicking on the
menu item, all articles from different categories will be shown. This principle is
used by online newspapers, for example. You click on Sports and get all categorized
articles for this topic. If the newspaper discerns between different forms of sports,
they will use nested category trees:

* Sports
* Football
* Handball
* Politics
e Domestic
*  Europe
*  World
Article Manager: Edit Article b (] ) o}
- Save Save&Close Save&New Saveas Copy
Edit Article =T =
» Publishing Options
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Alias about-us Show Title Use Global ~|
Category * {Uncategorised | Linked Tiles No -
Sample Data-Articles
State -Jn?m‘{a‘ | Show Intro Text Use Global »|
- - Extensians
Access - - - Components I Show Categor Hid
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Figure 7: Category assignment
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User

Users are needed to produce content. At least one user is registered on each Joomla!
site, namely the one you created during the installation, with the rights to configure
everything on your site. Depending on the user's rights, he can work in frontend
and/or backend to write an article. Each user requires a username, an email address
and a password. Every user can be assigned to any user group as well as to any
access level. This enables the user to create articles that are only visible to certain
user groups.

Navigation

To find your way around the website, you will need navigation with corresponding
links. In Joomla! we call this a menu. You may create as many menus as desired and
nest them into as many different ways as you wish. Each menu is a module which
can be positioned on a provided area in the template.

Module

A module is something that you can position next to an article. A menu, for
example, is a module. The small registration block on the left side is also a module.
You can create as many modules with smart functions as you need and position
them on the predefined area in the template.

Templates

A template is the graphical pattern for your website. It mostly consists of HTML
and CSS files. Joomla! delivers several templates for you to choose from. Templates
are configurable, which allows you to upload a different logo, change the
background color, etc. Each template provides areas where modules can be
positioned (Figure 8).
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Figure 8: Template Positions

You can group modules around one or more articles.

Plug-ins

A plug-in provides practical services but is usually invisible to the visitors of the
site. A wysiwyg editor, for example, is a plug-in. Plug-ins are extensions, which can
be installed unlimited amount of times. The core package already consists of
numerous useful plug-ins.

Components

Components are the little surprise packages that help you create nearly anything on
your site. You want to have a booking system for workshops? A platform for
properties? A forum? An image gallery? You just have to install the right
component!

The Joomla! core package already comes with some components, e.g., the contact
component, which enables you to integrate contact forms into your site. There are
thousands of components to enhance your Joomla! 1.6 system.
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Options

You will need individual configuration settings for your website; we call them
options. These options are applied to the whole website, for users, categories,
modules, components. You will always find an icon named Options like, e.g., that
one (Figure 9), which provides you with the possibility to see the position of
modules (Figure 8) by inserting http://localhost/index.php?tp=1

The initial #p stands for template position.

% Template Manager Options Save &Close | Save | Cancel

Templatos | Pemissians
Global Configuration for Templates

Preview Module Posiions O Disabled @ Enabled

Figure 9: Options

Other structures

Other structures for user interfaces, templates and technical relations are also
available. For the time being, you are well equipped by remembering the described
structures above.
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5.What's New in Joomla! 1.6?

What is the difference between Joomla! 1.5 and Joomla 1.6?

The biggest changes are a completely new user rights management and the
possibility to create nested categories. In addition to that, there are many "small
things" that make switching to Joomla! 1.6 attractive. The biggest "small thing" is
probably that the source code has been simplified, reduced and is therefore more
consistent now. Developers can now be more confident with the behavior of the
Joomla! 1.6 framework.

5.1.New access concept

The Access Control List (ACL) has completely been changed in Joomla 1.6. The
existing user groups used in Joomla! 1.5 are still the same in Joomla! 1.6 but they
can be enhanced and renamed. Unlimited access levels can also be defined there.
User groups can be assigned to access levels (Figure 1) and different groups can
then be assigned to various access levels.

User Manager: Edit Access Level v

4

€ Accoss tovel successtully saved

Level Details:

Level Title * Staff

User Action Permisglon Groups Having Acce: create
unlimited
access

levels

Public

Manager

0oo

Adminfitrator

Publisher
Shop Suppliers
Customer Group
Staff Berlin

Staff Paris

OREROO0O0O00O0O

Super Users
Figure 1: user groups refers to access level

5.2.New category system

There will no longer be any sections. Categories can be nested as deeply as you
would like. (Figure 2)
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Figure 2: Nested Categories

5.3.Multiprocessing

Copy and move operations, and the allocation of access levels can now be done in a
batch process (Figure 3).

- Category Manager: Articles

Nev
Asticles | Categories | Featured Articles

Filter: Search || Clear

o Tite

) Sample Data-Aicles
= (Aas: sample-data-artiles)

O Joomial

O (uas:ioom) move or copy
=) ks categories and
= e menu items via

(Alias: compnents)

batch
Modules
{Alias: modules)

o (Gset) (©ped) (4
Batch process the selected cate

Set Access Level =l

‘Select Category for Move/Copy

<jO copy @ Move

Sample Data-Articles

Joomtalis free software released under th

= o d L3 3
Figure 3: Multiprocessing

Users can be activated in batch processes.
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5.4.Updates per mouse click

A simple feature. The system detects available updates and initiates them by
clicking on the corresponding button.

5.5. Templates

There have been many changes in the area of templates. There are two administrator
templates and three website templates. The Blue Stork template is the new standard
for the administrator area; an alternative is Hathor (Figure 4). Beez2 is the default
website template and Atomic (Figure 5) is a good base for your own template
project.

¥ Joomilal' Administration 4 None Logged-n frontend & 1 Logged-in backend = OMessages B8 View Site ()} Log out

site Users Menus Content Companents Extensions Help

5@3 Control Panel

~ Last 5 Logged-in Users

my Name Location 1D Last Activity Logout
e HagenGral  Administrator 42 2011.02-25 14:41:53
Add New Article AdicloManager  Catogory Manager | Madia Managor
» Top 5 Popular Articles
» Last 5 Added Articles
L /'.x - | .i
Menu Manager User Manager Modulo Managar | Extansion Managar
igi E & — o
Language Manager  Glabal Configuraion  Template Manager Edit profile

Figure 4: Hathor Administrator Template

Joomla!

Joomlal
Congratulations! You have a Joomla! site! Joomla! makes your site easy to bulld a website just the way you want it
and Keep It simple to update and maintain.

Joomla! is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for yourself or a huge site with
hundreds of thousands of visitors. Joomla is open source, which means you can make it work just the way you want
itto.

Beginners
If this is your first Joomila site or your first web site, you have come to the right place. Joomla will help you get your
website up and running quickly and easily.

Start off using your site by logging in using the administrator account you created when you installed Joomlal,
Weiterlesen: Beginners

Figure 5: Atomic Website Template
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Beez2 is now standard

The XHTML-conform template Beez developed by Angie Radtke is now the chosen
standard template once you have installed Joomla!. This means, Joomla! 1.6 is
accessible by default.

Beez5 is based on HTMLS5

The new Beez5 template is compliant with the new HTMLS5 standard. HTMLS
succeeds HTML4 and is currently still being developed.

Template styles

Sometimes you may want to display a template with different options. You may
want to create a page with a red background and another page with a blue one.
Therefore, you will need template styles. Create as many versions (styles) of a
template with different settings as you like and assign them to a menu link.

Module templates

Modules can now have different layouts which have to be applied in the template.

5.6.Multilingualism

Joomla! now offers the possibility to create articles, categories and modules in
several languages. With the new language switcher plug-in module you can filter
the entire site for the selected language.

5.7.Creation of a consistent user interface

This feature sounds simple but is difficult to implement. The Joomla! team has tried
to simplify the user interface in all areas and has created a more consistent shape.

A successful example is the general save dialogue.

If you are in editing mode, you will see articles, categories and modules as shown in
Figure 6.

» Save: content will be saved, you remain in editing mode

» Save & Close: content will be saved, you leave the editing mode

* Save & New: content will be saved; a new, empty editing mask appears

» Save as copy: content will be saved as a copy, you remain in the editing
mask
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Administration
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Figure 6: Save dialogue in article

The parameters known from Joomla! 1.5 are now called options - continuously.

5.8.Minimum requirements

The minimum requirements regarding your server environment and concerning your
visitors' web browsers have increased.

* Browser:
* Internet Explorer, version 7 or higher
* Firefox, version 3 or higher
»  Safari, version 4 or higher

e PHP: minimum version PHP 5.2.4
*  MySQL: minimum version 5.04

5.9.Legacy Mode

The legacy mode from Joomla! 1.5 is no longer necessary. Legacy mode allowed
the execution of components originally developed for Joomla 1.0, which have 'only'
been adapted to Joomla! 1.5. The procedure of adapting old components is offset by
the development of 'native' Joomla! 1.5 and 1.6 components, which use the Joomla!
Framework.

5.10.Search engine optimization

*  You can now use unicode in URLSs, which means you may now use
special characters like '6' and 'd' or Arabic or Hebrew characters in the
URL.

*  You can allocate meta text and keywords to categories.
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* Atitle of a site will be displayed following the name of the website in the

browser.

SEO Settings
Search Engine Friendly URLs ® Yes

1 ® Yes

Use Apache mod_rewrite new in

Joomial1.6

Adds Suffix to URL
® ves
e Yes

O No
O No

Unicode Aliases

Add Site Name to Page Titles

Figure 7: Page title in browser

5.11.Modules

¢ Modules can be published time-controlled.

* The assignment options to menu items have been extended.

5.12.New editor

Code Mirror is the new editor, which is supplied in addition to TinyMCE. It is not a
WYSIWYG editor but offers a convenient way to work with 'code-like' content,
which will be displayed in color and structured (Figure 8).
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Figure 8: Code Mirror
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5.13.Components

*  The new redirect component enables redirections to URLs in order to
avoid '404 not found' errors.

*  The new search component provides an overview of the searched
keywords and display results.

*  The survey component has been eliminated.

5.14.Configuration

The basic configuration has been "purified" and many options can now be set in the
appropriate manager, e.g., the user options.

5.15.Cookie settings

The cookie settings now allow the storage of browser cookies in one place. This is
important, for example, when working with country-specific sub domains.

All changes and news can be read in the documentation wiki [1] of Joomla!.

Links:
[1] http://docs.joomla.org/What%27s_new_in_Joomla 1.6
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6.Managing Content

A content management system is made for managing content - who would have
thought?!
So the next question is: What is content?

In media production and publishing, content is information and
experiences that may provide value for an end-user/audience in
specific contexts (Wikipedia [1]).

Ok, I see, but what is it that provides value?

This question is indeed very hard to answer and quite individual but I think you now
get the idea of content and a content management system like Joomla!.

A content management system is useful for managing information
that provides value for your audience (Hagen Graf :-) ).

6.1. Types of content

In core Joomla! you have articles, categories, web links, banners, contacts and
feeds. I am not sure whether creating value with banners is possible but banners are
also a kind of content. Modules can be used for content creation as well. Often you
may want to enrich your content with files like photos and other media types. For
this Joomla! has its Media manager. This is what Joomla! core provides as your
toolbox to manage all these bits and pieces to create value to your audience. I am
going to cover these tools in the next chapters.

If this isn't enough for you, you can enhance Joomla! with so-called content_
construction kits [2] like K2 [3], FlexiContent [4] or CCK jSeblod [5] and many
other extensions, but that's another book entirely. :-)

Links:

[17 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Content%28media%29

[2] http://extensions.joomla.org/extensions/news-production/content-construction
[3] http://getk2.org/

[4] http://www.flexicontent.org/

[5] http://www.jseblod-cck.com/

Joomla! 1.6 — Beginner's Guide -51- Hagen Graf — cocoate.com — February 2011


http://www.jseblod-cck.com/
http://www.flexicontent.org/
http://getk2.org/
http://extensions.joomla.org/extensions/news-production/content-construction
http://extensions.joomla.org/extensions/news-production/content-construction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Content_(media)

6.Managing Content

6.2.How to create an 'About Us' Page

To give you a first real challenge, let's create a first page on your new website. It
will be an about us page on which you can write about your company, your project,
or yourself. Most of the time, a page like this contains a title, text and perhaps a few
images.

Static vs. Dynamic content

An "about us" page is usually created once, is accessible via a menu link, and in the
future all you will have to do is change it as you go. It has a static character. A press
release or blog entry, however, have a dynamic character.

» For static pages, in contrast to dynamic pages, the creation date and author
do not really matter.

» Static pages are usually accessible via a menu link whereas dynamic
pages can be accessed through lists.

The plan
The 'about us' page should consist of the following components:

e atitle,

* atext,

* animage.

* The page should not appear on the front page.

*  We want a link to the page in the top horizontal menu (top).
This may sound simple at first :-).

Go ahead and log into the administration interface!

Step 1 - Create content

Go to the Article Manager (Content — Article Manager). There you might still see
your unpublished sample data (Figure I).
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Figure 1: Article manager

Click the icon to get to the appropriate form and then add the title and text. In the
upper pane, below the title, select "uncategorized" as a category. This category was
created by installing the example data. The field Featured indicates whether the
content should be displayed in the featured blog layout, which is mostly used as the
front page. This still works in Joomla! 1.6 but the terms can easily be
misunderstood. Select No. In the editor window, you may now enter your text.
Joomla! comes with the default editor 7inyMCE (Figure 2).
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Inserting an image from a URL

As a first example we are going to use an already existing image on the web.
For example, this one:

http://farm2.static.flickr.com/1198/898250237 78a0c¢75cba_m.jpg (Figure 3)

Abbildung 3: Example image

Move the cursor to the position in the text at which you would like to insert the
image. Click on the image icon in the editor toolbar and paste the URL of the image

to the pop-up window. Configure the image with a left alignment and use 10 pixels
vertical and horizontal space (Figure 4).
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Abbildung 4: Insert image
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The image will appear in your editor window. Click Save and your item is stored.
There are several ways to save it:

*  Save - Item is saved. Form is not closed. Used for saving when you still
want to continue working.

*  Save & Close - Item is saved and form will be closed.

*  Save & New - Item is saved, form will be closed and a new empty article
form is called.

Exit the form.

Step 2 - Creating a Menu Link

The post has been created but is not appearing on the website. For it to appear, we
need a link! Click the New icon in the Menu manager in the top menu (Menu —
Top). Click the 'Select' button next to the field Menu item type. A window with
various links will pop up. Click on the link single article (Figure 5).

Select a Menu Item Type:

Contacts Articles

List All Contact Categories

aived Art
List Contacts in a Categary Single Article
Single Contact RTATCEEGories
Featured Contacts Category Blog

Category List
Featured Articles
Create Article

Newsfeeds Search

List All News Feed Categories List Search Results
List News Feads in a Category

Figure 5: Assign an article to a menu item

Now you need to choose the desired article. Click the button Select / Change in the
right pane (Select Article) to select it. You will see a search box with all articles. In
case you can't find your article on the page right away, you can filter the list by
typing a part of the article's title in the search box and then clicking on the title of
the correct article in the result list (Figure 6).
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Figure 6: Menu type - single article - select article

Enter a title for the link "About us" and make sure that fop is selected in the menu
location. We can leave the remaining options with their settings for now.

Step 3 - 'About us' on the website

If you now load the frontend website, you will discover the new link in the top
menu. Click it and you will see the about us content - congratulations on having
created your first page (Figure 7).
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‘accumsan feugiat. Praesent ut uma eros, a viverra odio. Quisque cursus odio
et arcu sgestas at placerat nunc adipiscing! Donec iaculs condimentum odio,
el laoreet est sagitts ut. Aliquam quis leo diam. Curabitur risus lorem,
convallis non semper id, dignissim eu lacus. Vestibulum congue, lectus
Iobortis omare condimentum, psum tellus cursus nisi, sit amet hendrerit nisi

‘quam id dui. Ali tellus sed mauris

Pellentesque id volutpat tellus. Mauris fringila dolor risus, id porta eros. Duis semper hendrerit tellus molis consectetur. Integer

elit dui, pretium I ou purus. Integer in Proin mollis ante vel ligula ultricies
pretium. Aenean imperdiet bibendum dapibus. In vulputate accumsan fermentum. Fusce massa tellus, ultricies vestibulum
lobortis vitae, commodo eu turpis! In erat lacus, dictum rutrum iacuiis 2, dignissim a enim. Duis ulricies, uma tincidunt porta
imperdiet; nibh massa gravida urna, ut orare sapisn ligula in metus. Fusos nec tellus sed massa diotum condimentum. Nullam
quis ante quis erat accumsan bibendum! Pellentesque vitae hendrerit nisl. Donec sit amet faucibus neque. Phasellus etarcu dui.
Nune id risus erat. Morbi semper wiputate felis, tempus turpis dus.
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Figure 7: About us page

Hagen Graf — cocoate.com — February 2011 -56- Joomla! 1.6 — Beginner's Guide



6.Managing Content
Step 4 - Image Upload

If your image is not already available on the Internet, you will need to upload it
from your PC. Let's go through the example together. Go to the Article Manager
(Content — Article manager). If you can't find your article, locate it easily by using
the search box. Select the article's title and the edit form will open. Delete the linked
image from the text.

Below the editor window you will find the /mage button. This button launches a
dialog box to upload an image. You can choose between existing images or upload
new ones (Figure §).

0 Upload Complete

Directory £ lw Insert | | Cancel

banners sampledata || hagenjpg | joomla_black.gif joomia_green.gil joomia_logo_bla| powered_bypng

\

Image URL Imagesihzgen.jpg mign | Neese: v|

Image Description

Image Title: Gaption (J

Upload files (Maximum Size: 10.48576MB)

Browse...

Figure 8: Image upload

Once the image has been inserted into the text, the formatting can be changed by
using the image icon in the editor's toolbar. This separation of functions in Joomla!
was purposely chosen because you have the possibility to use different editors. The
Joomla! Image button will always remain the same but the image formatting in the
editor might differ.

Attention: Joomla! uses the images as they are. The images will not be resized!
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6.3.A Typical Article

The following items usually have to be taken into consideration when it comes to
creating an article on your website:

1. atext with one or more images

2. ateaser text for list views with a read more link pointing to the full article

page

the article should appear on the front page and needs no menu link

nice to have: a scheduled publication date

5. nice to have: a printer-friendly version for visitors who would like to print
the article

6. nice to have: an option to forward the article by email

Bl

Start

The article should appear on the front page of your website. If you deleted, did not
install or change your sample data, your Joomla! front page will look like the one in
Figure 1 (Figure I). It is, of course, not a bad thing if posts should appear. :-)

Font size Bigger | Reset| Smaller Search

HOME  UBERUNS

7! Joomlal

Open Source Content Management Beta

You are here: Home
This Site

Home

Login Form

User Name
Password
RememberMe (]

> Login

Forgot your password?

Forgot your username?
Create an account

Figure 1: Empty website

When you log into the administration area, you will see an icon called Add New
Article.
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You may either click on this icon or access the form via the main navigation
Content — Article Manager — Add New Article (Figure 2)

Administration

Site  Usors  Menus ‘conuml Components  Extensions  Help

& 0Logged-in
[+ AdeManagar [[ agaNeg aricle |
Category Manager » R
o + Logged-in Users
© Featured Arides i 1] =, 99
[+) Name L
Media Manager
Add New Article . JoffManager Media Manager Menu Manager Super User Adn

» Popular Articles

- » Recently Added Articles
%3] X

Extension Manager  Language Manager  Giobal Configuration

User Manager
o

Edit profile Template Manager

Joomlal® is free software released under the GNU General Public License.  Version 1.6.0

Figure 2: Administration area

Article form

You are now in the article form, in which you will probably write all articles you
will ever write in Joomla!. A very important place! The form is structured as in
Figure 3.

Administration

Yy —  —r——

{5 Atticle Manager: Add New Article v B b+

~ Publiing Optons

Figure 3: Entry form for contributions
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The minimum requirement for an article is a title (1), a category (2), and a text (3).
If you look at the form more closely, you will notice the help texts that appear when
you move the mouse across the description of a field. I have marked the areas in the
form in Figure 3 with six digits.

1.

The most important part is the title or headline. The title appears as a
headline on the website (usually in the biggest size of the HTML headline
tags <h1>) and in the browser bar at the top (vou can enable or disable
this behavior). The title is the foundation for the alias field below. The
alias is automatically generated by Joomla! when you save the article and
the way it looks is configurable as well. Basically, the purpose of an alias
is to have a simple, short and legible URL in the browser address bar,
which can easily be used in e-mails or chats as well. In the example of
http://example.com/first-article - first-article is the alias.
This is about the classification or categorization of the article. Every item
MUST be assigned to a category. If you explicitly do not want to
categorize the article, you can assign the category uncategorized. This is
especially useful for more static content pages like legal notices and the
About Us page. In this area, other important attributes can be configured,
including State (published or not), who has Access (Access, Permission
depends on various settings), Language and Featured. Featured replaces
the former attribute frontpage and ensures that the items are in a
predefined blog layout for your website frontpage. The article /D is
created after saving and consists of a serial number.
In this section you can write your text, which should be of value to your
audience . Sounds really easy, doesn't it?! :-)
Technically, you are dealing with a WYSIWYG editor (What You See Is
What You Get) here. The editor converts your written text into HTML text
format. Joomla! uses the TinyMCE [1] editor as default configuration.
TinyMCE is an independent open source project, which has so many
functions that you could write a separate book about it. (May not be a bad
idea.)
It basically works like any other word processor: write text, highlight text,
then click on a toolbar icon and the function is applied or a dialog box
opens.
The buttons below the input area are unusual and can be confusing at
times. These buttons are Joomla! specific and only have an indirect
relationship with the editor. The Joomla! core comes with five of these
very practical additional buttons.
You can add more buttons by adding Joomla! extensions:

1. Article: allows you to link to other existing Joomla! articles

2. Image: You can insert an existing image or photo from the

Media Manager or upload a new image.
3. Pagebreak: inserts a pagebreak in your article
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4. Read More: allows you to stipulate where to place the read
more link
5. Toggle Editor: switches the editor on and off. If it is off, you
will see the HTML code of your article.
What was called Parameter in Joomla! 1.5, is now called Options in
Joomla! 1.6, like, for example, the Publishing Options. Here you can
specify who wrote the article (Created by). The user who created the
article is usually allowed and responsible for making changes to the article
later. Which name is really shown below the title at the webpage is
configured in Created by Alias. The three fields below allow you to
schedule the publishing. Simply enter the appropriate dates and Joomla!
takes care of the rest.
In this section you can configure many options by switching them on and
off. You can change the article layout to suit the reader's and search
engine's needs. Just start experimenting - it's the best way to learn.
The sixth and final area concerns the permissions for this article. This
selection will help us in many places in Joomla! 1.6 and I will cover this
in chapter Users and Permissions on page 100.

Sample article

Let's create the article outlined above together:

A text with one or more images

Just write your text. To add an image or images, there are numerous possibilities:

1.

The image is already available online, for example, on Flickr [23].

In this case, click the image icon in the editor toolbar and copy the image
URL to the dialog box.

The image is already in the Joomla! Media Manager.

In this case, click the image button below to select the image and insert it
into your text (Figure 4).
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ImageURL  images/sempecatalfutshoplaple pg
Image Descripion

Image Te

Upload files (Maximum Size: 10.48576MB)

 ——CT)

Strt Upoad

Figure 4: Insert Image from media field

3. The picture is on your hard disk.
This is the most complex case. Basically, you will also use the image
button below the text. There you will find an upload dialogue through
which you can upload your image "easily". Remember that Joomla! will
NOT resize the image. If you upload a photo from your digital camera, it
will be displayed in its full original size (width > 3000 pixels). You have
to resize the image before uploading.
If all goes well - congratulations!
If it doesn't work, this could be due to many things, such as lack of
permissions in the directories of the media manager. At best, you will get
an error message.

Once you have inserted the image from the media, you can select and format it by
clicking the image icon in the editor's toolbar.

A teaser text for list views with a read more link to the full
article

This is easy. Move the cursor to the position at which the read more link should
appear and click on the read more button below the text area.

The article should appear on the frontpage and needs no menu
link
Select Yes in the field Featured in Area 2.
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A scheduled publication would be nice

Avoid this at first, so you don't have to wait for the article to appear on your
website :-). If you would like to try it later with a different article, simply fill the
fields Start Publishing and Finish Publishing with the appropriate information or
select the dates by clicking the calendar icon.

A printer-friendly version of the article

If you do not know at this point where the global settings are located, have a look at
the chapter Website and Content Configuration (Page 82) and verify the current
settings. In area 5, you may switch the Show Printer icon to 'show'.

Forwarding of the article by e-mail
Simply set the options in area 5, switch the Show Email Icon to show.

Result

After saving you can reload your site and will see your article on the frontpage as in
Figure 5.

Howe

& Joomlal

‘Open Sourcs Content Management Beta

Login Form

User Name

Password

» Read more: Applo

Powered by Joomiale

Figure 5: Article on the frontpage

Links:
[7] http://tinymce.moxiecode.com/
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6.4.Structure Your Content with Categories

Joomla! articles can be categorized. Generally spoken, categorization is the process
of recognizing, differentiating and understanding something through abstraction.
This may sound rather complicated but proves very useful when managing several
articles.

Joomla! offers the possibility of creating as many categories as you wish. It is
possible to build nested categories and an article can be related to one of these
categories.

Newspapers, for example, use categories to better differentiate between their
articles. Here is an example from a Joomla! template [1] (Figure ).

mhg mnrlh szﬁ e’ ii?z’n:uc\ouay Humidity: 65% Wind: NE at 20 mph

Breaking News:  Kofi A, Annan of Ghana » KOFI A, ANNAN of Ghana , the seventh Secretary. Saturday, 15 Jan 2011

Joomial World News Business and Finance Sports Technology and Science Art & Ente

Politics ‘World War Disasters Soclety

You are here:  Home

LATEST NEWS

Williams’ late

jumper helps At military school,

After missing his first
six shots, Deron
Williams had more
than half the game to
regain his confidence. N Secretary of State Hillary
Itdidn't N rejected suggestions Frid

NBA | Tuesday, 8
December 2009 | Hits:

Obama approval ratin
Support for President Obama has

4660 | B3 Comments Obama: JObS news dropped below 50 percent for
Redme=  'modestly encouraging' Outside groups shat
Nuggets spoil Unions and other groups inject

President Obama on Friday praised the latest jobs.

Figure 1: Gavick Template December 2009

They are using the category World News and under this category there are additional
categories like Politics, World, War, Disasters and more. Sometimes two levels are
sufficient like in this example; sometimes you may need more. In Joomla! 1.5 it was
not possible to have more than two levels. With Joomla! 1.6 you can have as many
levels as you want. Joomla! no longer has sections - only categories.

In the Category Manager (Administration — Content — Category Manager), you
can manage your category tree and filter up to 10 levels (Figure 2).
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Administration loomlal”
SMe  Users Menus  Contont  Components  Extensions  Help & Nono Loggecn rotend & 1 Loggecn backend = OMessages 88 Viewsio @) Logout
. y = L od

Category Manager: Articles W ° 0 O | v I C & o

New  Edt | Publsh Unpublsh | Amhive Checkin Trsh | Rebuld Opions | Holp

Articles | Categories | Featured Aticles

Fiter: Search || Clear

ol [ SeleiState - v] |- SeectAccess - o] |- Seect Language - =
a Tite T — e R Accoss Language 1D
3
Sample Data-Articles s
o 1 Publc A
O (usas: samplo-daa-aricies) © °
7
joomia! 8
] [ H ) ° 1 Publc T
(s: joomia) 1
- Extensions
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- (Aias: extansions) o 1 Pus A 2
- Components ° ° 1 Pubic m oz
(i components)
Modes
oo ublic ]
(his: modes) ° z o o=
o LI © ° 1 Publc P
= (vis: ariclos moces)
e eochis © oo P

Figure 2: Category Manager

Like an article, a category consists of a title, a description and many other attributes
and options. It can have an additonal image that can be used in different layouts.
The image can be selected in the basic settings. A category can also contain images
in the description (Figure 3).

1. N ‘ y = 45
Category Manager: Edit An Articles Category v A -] 0 O
Gmve  SevedCose SmeiNew SawmCony Cie | o
Details -
» Publishing Options
Title * Components v Basic Options
Alas componants Altemative Layout Use Global |
Parent -~ tensions El \mage Select
State Pabished v Glear
Aceess Public | Note
Pemissions Set Permissions.
Language i =
D 21 » Metadata Options
Description
| stytes = Paragiaph

B I U s
i I LS @

- )

‘Components are larger extensions that produce the majer content for your site. Each
‘component has one or more “views" that control how content is displayed.In the Joomia!
administrator there are additional extensions suce as Menus, Redirection, and the extension
manacere

Path: p

Articie Image = | Toggle edtor

Figure 3: Category Edit Form

When you access your Joomla! website you can see exactly these categories in the
example data. The navigation uses links to the categories to show all the articles and
sub categories (Figure 4). Even the breadcrumb navigation reflects this structure.
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Modules are small blocks of content that can be displayed in positions on a web page. The ment

modules. The core of Joomia! includes 17 separate modules ranging from login to search to ranc
a name that starts mod_ but when it displays it has a title. In the descriptions in this section, the t

You are har{ Home » Using Joomla! » Using Extensions b Modules I
About Joomla!
Getting Started "
Using Joomial names.

Using Extensions

Components

Modules

» Navigation Modules
» Content Modules

» User Modules

» Display Modules

Subcategories

Gontent Modules

User Modules

Gontent modules display article and other information from the content component.

User modules interact with the user system, allowing users to login, showing who is logged in, and showing t

These modules display information from components other than content and user. These include weblinks, v

users
» Uity Modules

Display Modules
Templates
Languages manager.
Plugins

Utiity Modules

Figure 4: Categories as menu links on the website

In the Menu Manager (Administration — Menu — About Joomla!), you can see
these menu items, which link to the articles in a category (Figure 5).

. Menu Manager: Menu Items

Menus | Menu ltems
Filter: Search | Clear
=] Title Published
[ Cettng Startes o
(nias: geting-started)
Using Joomlal

= (ias: using-joomia)

Using Extensions
i (Alias: extensions)
5 Components
= (plias: components)
- Content Component
i (Avias: content-component)
= Single Article
i (Alias: single-articls)
s Article Categories
= (Asias: article-categories)
= Asticle Category Blog
o (Alias: arlicle-category-blog)
- Article Category List
ot (Alias: aricle-category-ist)

Figure 5: Categories as menu links on the website

Abaut Joomla

|

Ordering

o

0o

]

1

2

- Select Max Levels - - |

=]

w
New  Edit

Access

Pubiic

Pubiic

Pubiic

Public

Pubiic

Pubiic

Public

Pubic

Pubiic

c

Publish  Unpublish | Cheokln Trash Home | Rebuid
- SelectState - | |- SelectAccess-  -| |- Select Language
Menu Item Type Home Languag
Aticles » Single Article Al
Aticles » Single Article Al
Aticles » List All Categories A
Adicles » Category Blog Al
Aticles » Single Article A
Aticles » Single Article Al
Aticles » List All Gategories Al
Aticles » Category Blog Al
Aticles » Gategory List A

You can choose from different layouts for the articles. In Figure 5 you can see
which layout is used for which link. You can select the layout in the edit form of a

menu item (Figure 6).
Possible layouts:

* alist of all categories

* ablog layout (like on the frontpage)
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* acategory list

Depending on the layout you have plenty of options to configure the appearance and

behavior of sub categories and articles.

Select a Menu Item Type:

Contacts Articles
List All Contact Categories Archived Ariicles
List Contacts in a Category Single Aricle

Single Contact
Featured Contacts

List All Categories
Category Blog
Category List

3
Article

&
Create

Search

List All News Feed Categories
List News Feeds in a Category
Single News Feed

List Search Results

Users Manager

Legin Form
User Profile
Edit User Profile

Figure 6: Category layouts

6.5.A list of all categories

This layout lists all the sub categories from one chosen category (Figure 7).

HOME  SAMPLESITES  JOOMLAORG
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‘Open Source Content Management
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“The Joomlal Extensions Directory s the largest directory.
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Modules that control nth Rediecton,
Templates and the extension managers
Languages

) Modules
Plugins
A bocks be dispayed n The menus on this st are cisplayed n
ammeteny Sy modules. Tt f Joomlal includes 17 from logi random images. Each module
Gettng Help has a name thatstarts mod_ but when  isplays t has e this secton, the b the

The Joomla! Project s,

“The Joomlal Community Templates

I Tempiates give your ste its look and feel.

colors, type faces, ther aspects of de

This Site # Joor aged W
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Ste Map the interfaces, sample

Login

dozens of languages.
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Figure 7: Layout All Categories
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In this case the category description from the top level category Extensions is
shown. One level of sub categories with their descriptions is also shown on the
page, even empty categories. The articles in the top level category are hidden.
Example: Administration — Menus — About Joomla! — Using Extensions —

Edit.

6.6.A blog layout (like on the frontpage)

The blog layout lists all the articles from one chosen category (Figure 8).

Youre e Horma » Using dooma » Using Extarsions » Componints

About Joomla!

Getting Started

Using Joomlal

Using Extensions

> Cortent Comporent
> Cotact Comporent
> Webirks Component
> Nows Feacs Conponant
> Users Component
> Search Component
> Adrinstator Componeris
Moduies
Tempiates
Languages
Pugins
Parameters
Geting Help
The Joomlal Proect

The Joomlal Commrity

more “Views' that

the extension managers.

Redirection, and

Content
X use to wite aricles views.

Adtices can ront end, Help
Contacts

way
used for many diflerent purposes. Help
Search

Many third part

extensions aiso can be searched by the search component. Help

News Feeds

that you

another ste o your site. For example,

E

ste.

Figure 8: Layout Blog

In this case the category description from the category Components is shown. All
the articles related to Components are shown with their teaser text in one column.
More columns are also possible. The first seven articles in the top level category are
hidden. Example: Administration — Menus — Components — Edit (Figure 9).

2. Menu Manager: Edit Menu Item
Dotails
Menulem Type * seect
Nenu Tt * Components
Aas amponents
Note
Lk index phatapion-com contentiew cegonylayot-bosid
state Pablshed =]
Access Pablc el
Menu Location * Aboutioorts <]
Parentftem -~ Using Extensions =]
Target Window Farent =l
DefautPage ONo  Oves
Language i el
Tenpiate Syl ~Uss D - =
o 28

Figure 9: Layout Blog settings
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6.7.A category list

The category list layout lists all the articles from one chosen category in a table
structure (Figure 10).

Yo

About Joomla!

Witten by Joomial [

Witen by Joomial 1
Witen by Joomial
Witen by Joomial
Witen by Joomial

Witten by Joomial

Witten by Joomial

o
o
1
9
Witen by Joomial o
o
Wiiten by Super User o

2

Witten by Super User

Page 10f2

Modules St Prev 1 2 Ned End

‘Subcategories

page
modules, templates, languages, and plugins. Your webste
The Joomia! the largest

festhe extensions you need to create  basic

The Joomial Project

Figure 10: Layout Category List

In this case the category description from the category named Joomla! is shown. All
the articles related to Joomla! are shown in a configurable table. You can choose to
have parts of the table hidden and various sorting options are available. Example:
Administration — Menus — Components — Article Category list — Edit.

Conclusion

The category system in Joomla! 1.6 is very powerful and easy to use. You can easily
structure your entire website by using a set of nested categories in a very user-
friendly way. One article can be assigned to one category.

Links:
[1] http://demo.gavick.com/joomlal5/dec2009/
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6.8.Media Manager

The media manager is Joomla!'s little Digital Asset Management System [1]
(DAM). If you are managing content, you will need a place to store the files. Files
are all the images, PDFs and whatever you decide to mention in your content.
Usually these digital assets consist of the file and additional meta data. In this case,
we need an easy-to-use tool to manage our files. Let's have a look at what is
possible with the Joomla! core media manager.

How it works

To me it looks more like a file manager. Everyone knows the Windows explorer or
the OSX finder. In Joomla! they call it "media manager". It has a base directory
where all the files are stored. You can look at your files in two different ways using
your browser: via a Thumbnail View (Figure 1) and a Detailed View (Figure 2). It is
possible to navigate through the folders by clicking on them.

. F 45
/m¥ Media Manager B o 3
olp

Thumbnail View | Detail View

Folders Files
U Media ) x x peg— 5
Rovarrar

A== i J
oy sy

=) 0o CXE) 00 00 (=]

nnnnnnn samplodata joomia_bla joomia_gre. joormla_log powered_by.

Figure 1: Media Manager - Thumbnail View
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Figure 2: Media Manager - Detailed View

You can create as many additional folders as you wish. In the Detailed View, you are
able to delete folders and files. You’ll find the same structure in the Joomla!
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administration backend as you can see in your FTP client (Figure 3), but you have
to be careful: In core Joomla! you will also find a media directory. This directory is
NOT the home of the media manager.

The home of the media manager in core Joomla! is the images directory.

» cemponents
¥ . images
banners
> sampledata
includes
> language
> libraries
Filename
banners
sampledata
index.html

joomla_black.gif
joomla_green.gif
joomla_logo_black.jpg
powered_by.png

Filesize | Filetype

Directary
Directory
29 HyperText
2,408 GIF Picture
2,433 GIF Picture
7,200 JPEG Picture
2,435 Portable Netw...

Last modified

01/10/2011 21:58:56
01/10/2011 21:58:56
01/09/2011 23:24:52
05/15/2010 14:33:08
05/15/2010 14:33:08
05/27/2009 18:47:12
04/28/2010 12:54:14

5 files and 2 directories. Total size: 14,505 bytes

Figure 3: Media manager directory in fip client

When you look in the toolbar you will discover the Options icon - go ahead and
click on it (Figure 4).

% Media Manager Options saves Close || save | Cancel

Gomponent | Pemissions

Legal Extensions (File Types) BMP ¢svidoc,a,ico pg Jpea,odg,odp,ocs,odt, pdf, png,ppt,swd axt

Maximum Size (inMg) |10

Paih to file folder images

Path to image folder images

Restrict Uploads O Ne © Yes
Check MIME Types O No ® Yes
Legal Image Extensions (File Types) bmP.gifipg.png
Ignored Extensions
Legal MIME Types
lliegal MIME Types [pexthemi

Enable flash uploader @rno  Oves

image/jpeg,image/gif image /png,image/ bmp,application/ x-shod

Figure 4: Media manager options

If you go through the options, you will notice that you can limit file types by
extension, maximum size of a file and you can also separate images from files. Well,
an image is a file, too, but I like the idea of separating them. The thumbnail view,
e.g., makes a lot more sense for images but not for non-image files. The biggest
advantage of that separation is the possibility to Restrict Uploads to users lower
than the manager role. You can allow registered users to upload images but you do
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not have to give permission to upload other files. This is, in some cases, very useful.
The next options you see are MIME [2] types, nowadays often called Internet
Media Type. If you are a Windows user, you usually only distinguish different file
types by their extension. Internet Media Type is another way to recognize the type
of a file even without a file extension. You can permit or forbid as many file types
as desired.

The Flash Uploader is one of the most sophisticated features that is often forgotten
about. In Joomla! 1.5 it didn't always work properly but the version coming with
Joomla! 1.6 is excellent for uploading more than one file at a time. The Flash
Uploader simply works and is easy to use! Try it! (Figure 5).

Upload files (Maximum Size: 10 MB)

Browse files Clear List Start Upload

Overall Progress 297.8 kB
T T T EEEs T

Current File: 004-mmoptions.png

e
Upload Completed.

’%901-mmﬁles.png Rermove T1.3kB
l==ul  File Successfully Uploaded.

/AJ001-mmthumbnail.png Remove 54.9kB
l==wl  Fite Successtully Uploadad.

‘_%poii-mmhp.png Remove 68.7 KB
| File Successfully Uploaded.

/Aj004-mmoptions.png Remove 102848
l==ud  File Successfully Uploaded.

Figure 5: Media manager Flash Uploader

As you notice, the Joomla! media manager is no rocket science [3] but it is a
reliable, easy to use tool to manage your images and other files.

If you need a more sophisticated product, Joomla! offers other solutions in the
extension directory in the category File Management [3].

Media manager and the editor

Now you know about the central place of your files but how can you manage to
connect them to your content?

Anywhere you see an editor in Joomla!, it is usually possible to add media from the
media manager by clicking the image button below. We have already talked about
this in Chapter 4 Typical Article (page 58) (Figure 6).
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Directory| samplecata/frutsnon

Image URL mages/sampiecatafrutsnop/apoie pg

Image Descrpion
Image Tie

Upload files (M:

—

St Usosd

Figure 6: Media manager in content areas

Media Manager in other places

There are other places where the media manager plays a role, like in categories. It is
possible to link an image to a category (Figure 7).

Category Manager: Edit An Articles Category . (m] ) L o 5

Save Save&Close Save&New SaveasCopy Close

Details
» Publishing Options
Titie * Joomla!

~ Basic Options
Alias loomia Altemative Layout Use Clobal -
Parent - sample Data-Articles | Image Select
State Published  ~| Clear
Access public - Note
Permissions Set Permissions

Figure 7: Media manager in category

This image will appear in a list of categories if you configure it in the Menu ltems
Options.

Links:

[1] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital asset management

[2] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mime_type

[3] http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=rocket-+science

[4] http://extensions.joomla.org/extensions/core-enhancements/file-management
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6.9.Contact Form

With a contact form the following question arises: "Is this content?". I think it is and
have, therefore, written it as a sub chapter of the Managing Content chapter, page

51.

On a contact form it first becomes obvious that something like a CMS is being used.
Manually created HTML pages cannot send emails as this requires a script language
like PHP, for example, and a configured server. PHP scripts can be embedded as
contact forms into HTML pages, but then that part of the website will often look
different from the rest of the site. In Joomla! the contact form is already integrated

and you "only" have to configure it.

Ususally, if your Joomla! is running on a web server at your provider, you won't
have problems with sending emails. Locally, it's a bit more difficult because you
would have to set up a mail server first. Generally, this is not a problem but it isn't

really necessary. ;-)

Joomla! sends emails in different ways. You will see an overview of this in Global
Configuration — Server (Figure 1). Naturally, you would use the standard activated
PHP Mail function (read more at page 82: Website and Content Configuration).

Administration

So  Users  Menus  Contont  Components  Extensions  Help

6‘ Global Configuration

¥ Joomial

& 0Logged-in frontend & 1 Logged-in backend = 0Messages 8 View St {0 Log o1

v (m] o

Save Save&Closs | Cancel | Help

Site System Server Permissions
Server Settings Database Settings
Path to Temp Foider |jUsers/hagengraf) Documents htdocs/baok/joomia/tmp Datavase Type msaL |
Gzip Page Compression O Yes @No Host Iocalhost
Eror Reporting System Default_~| Database Usemame oot
Foroe SSL. None | Database Name ockjoomia
Database Prefix jos_
Location Settings
ServerTmeZone™ | Universal Time, Coordinated (1T =] Mail Settings
Mailer * PHP Mail | ~
FTP Settings From emall ‘Sendmail ail.com
Enable FTP Oves @No From Name SIE
FTP Host 127.0.0.1 Sendmail Path /usr/sbin/send mail
FP port 2 SvTPAtentcaton O Yes @ No
FTP Usemame SMTP Securlty None |
FTP Password SMTP Port * 25
FTP Root SMTP Usemame
SMTP Password
SwTP Host locahost
Figure 1: Mail Server Settings
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Creating a contact

In order to include a contact on your site you need at least:

* acontact category
* acontact
¢ alink in a menu

Maybe you still have a category from the example data (Sample-data contact). If
not, go ahead and create one. In the next step you will create a new contact. To do
so, open Components — Contacts in your administration area and click on the icon
New. Then fill in the appearing form (Figure 2). I have labeled some areas in the
screenshot for better orientation.

oo | o | e | G | G | | G & 0 Loggein fomiond &8 1 Loggecinbackend (=5 0 Messages M view st Logaut
o 4 L3 d
E Contact Manager: Contact v (m] L O
Savo SwoaGoso SwolNow Camel | Hob
New Contact — S
» Publishing Options
Name * Hagen Graf
= v Contact Details
Allas Contact Information
Linked User Select a User Select User.
Image images/hagen.jpg Seloc) (Gleesy
Gategory * Sample Data-Contact 7]
Positon
State Published -|
Email ‘hagen.graf@gmail.com
Access Pubiic |
Adress e
Language Al K|
Featured v <
e Gityor Subus Fiou

New Contacts default to the last position. Ordering can be changed after this Contact Is saved.

State or Province

Aude

D 0 Postal / ZIP Code 11510
Gter Information Country France
B 7 U | = | (s | Porograpn - Telephone:
| LB Y @m Mobile
Fax
Website itp: <osoate.com
First Sor Field

2]

Path:p

Avticle Image & | | Toggle edior

Second Sort Field

Third Sort Field

» Display Options
» Contact form

» Metadata Options

Joormlal® s free software released under the GNU General Publc License.  Version 1.6.0

© g

Figure 2: Create contact

1. The first and last name of the contact person, or the name of the
department or company if it is not a person. The contact can be connected
with an existing user account. He has to be assigned to a category, should
be public (State = Published) and presumably not appear on the frontpage
(Featured = No).

2. The text area can be used for additonal information, e.g. opening hours or
jurisdiction.

Joomla! 1.6 — Beginner's Guide -75- Hagen Graf — cocoate.com — February 2011



6.Managing Content

3. The Publishing Options relate to the user who can later make changes to
that content, who created the content, and the timing for publishing. The
latter is used rather seldomly for 'normal' websites.

4. In Contact Details there are numerous fields available, which you can
choose to fill in or leave blank.

5. In Display Options you decide which fields will be displayed. This area is
important as you specify here whether a contact form will be shown or not
(Show Contact Form). You can also specify whether the sender should
receive an email copy and you'll be able to configure some spam
protection settings (Banned E-Mail, Banned Subject, etc). Against "real"
spammers, however, this protection is rather "pathetic".

6. In the field Contact Redirect, you can enter another email adress to which
the contents of the form should be sent.

7. The Metadata Options are, like the Publishing Options, available on each
single page (Read more: Search engine optimization TO DO).

Creating a menu item

You now have a contact but still no form on your website. That is exactly what we
are going to create in this next step. Due to the fact that you can link nestable
categories to contacts, you may either have a single contact form or many of them.
It is definitely possible to create a contact form for each employee of a big company
like Volkswagen (approx. 370,000 employees). How does such a dynamic CMS
display this on a website?

To manage this, Joomla! has its own Menu Manager with different layouts. In the
Menu Manager, you get to decide whether you want to have a list of contacts or
categories or just a single contact form. At first glance this may seem somewhat
confusing but it is well thought out and helpful.

Let's link a single form in the menu for the contact we have just created. Open
Menus - Top and click the New icon. You need three things for a menu link:

1. the Menu Item Type (type of link) for displaying the site and, depending
on your choice, a contact or a category

2. atext displayed as a link

3. the menu, in which the link should appear

For number 1, click on the Select button next to the field Menu Item Type. A
window will open and you will see a choice of types. Click Single Contact (Figure
3).
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Select a Menu Item Type:

Contacts

Articles

List All Contact Categories
List Contacts in a Category

Single Contact
Featured wm\

Newsfeeds

Archived Articles
Single Article.

List Al Categories.
Category Blog

Featured Aricles
Create Article

Search

List All News Feed Categories
List News Feeds in a Category
Single News Feed

Weblinks

List Search Resuits

Users Manager

Login Form
User Proflie

Edit User Profile

Registration Form

Username Reminder Request
Password Reset

Wrapper

List All Web Link Categories
List Web Links in a Category
Submit a Web Link

Hirame Wrapper

System Links

External URL
Menu ltem Alias
Text Separator

Figure 3: Choice of menu types

The window will close again. Since you only want one contact, you will now have
to choose the contact in Required Settings (Figure 4).

Fitrjhagen Search || Clear

“SelectAccess - v| |-SelectState- v| |-Select Category - v| |- Select Language - |

Linked Usor Access Category Language 1D

Sample

Hagen Graf Public Data-Contact

-
\ [

Figure 4: Choose contact

ae

At last, insert the text for the link (Menu Title) and then save everything. The menu
is already registered correctly by opening the form. On your website, an additonal
link in the Top Menu should be appearing, which is linked to the corresponding
contact (Figure 5). You can get to the actual contact form by clicking the plus sign
in the right field. Now you can send messages via your website.
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[V CONTACT

7 Joomlal’

Open Source Content Management Beta

You are here: Home » Contact

This Site Hagen Graf

Home

hitpuicocoate com

Contact Form G

Figure 5: Contact at website

' Joomlal’

Open Source Content Management Beta

You are here: Home » Contact

This Site Hagen Graf

Home, Contact &

* = Required
Name
Email*
Subject:

Message:

[ Send copy to yourself

> Send Emall

Figure 6: Contact form
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6.10.Statuses, Trash and Check-Ins

In Joomla! your content can have several statuses. Depending on the type of content
there can be a minimum of three statuses: published, unpublished and trash. What
does that mean? After saving your fresh content for the first time, it exists in the
Joomla! database and depending on its status, it will appear (or not) in different
areas of your website.

The usual life cycle of content in Joomla! is:

1. unpublished until you are finished with editing and reviewing
2. published or scheduled (and possibly featured on the frontpage)
3. still published but may be removed from the frontpage

4. archived

Sometimes it is necessary to unpublish content and sometimes you may put it into
the trash. The content itself will, of course, continue to exist. It has not been
deleted. You can filter most of the tables in the administration interface by the
desired statuses and assign different statuses to your content as often as you would
like.

Unpublished

No website visitor is able to see the content. It is the phase in which you edit and
review your content.

Published

It depends on the users’ and visitors’ permissions whether they will be able to view
the content but generally the content on your website should be visible because it
has been published!

Featured

The featured 'feature' is a switch you can use for your most important and latest
content and is usually shown at the frontpage. It is an additional status because it is
only relevant to articles. This is why it is possible for an article to be unpublished
and featured.

Archived

There will come a time when you'll start thinking about an archive for your articles.
Just set the status to archived and you've almost created an archive. Joomla! knows
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the creation date of your articles and offers an archive module to be shown on your
site. The archive module is included in the example data. If it is not available, just
create one in Modules — New —Archived Articles. Your articles will then be shown
like in Figure 1. Read more at page 129 in chapter Modules.

HOME  KONTAKT

7 Joormlal

Open Source Content Management

This Site

Home

Archived Articles
aturday, 01 January 2011 00.00
lal 15

January, 2011 Jul
Aug
sep

us releases, Joomla! provides a unified and easy-to-use framework for delivering contdnt
ianging nature of the Intemet and emerging Web technologies, Joomia! required substgnti

nd we also used this effor to simpliy ges within the current *

In Joomial 1.5, you'll notice:

»_Substantially imoroved far bevond the original

Figure 1: Joomla! Archive

Trash

The second last status is trash. If a content item ends up here it still exists and can
be retrieved. You can place modules, menu items, categories, articles, contacts, and
even more content in your trash. You can see the contents of your trash can by
filtering it (Figure 2).

Administration

St Users  Mews Conent Components Extensions Help & None Loggec- oniens & 1 Loggecinbacken =
i i @ 9 0 ! b4
Article Manager: Articles S P23
New ER | Pusn Uil | Acwe Crekin elo
Aricles | Categories | Featured Artiles
e Search | Clar | seeccuesan - o] sekcacss - x| [-SekcAubor- x| |- Seiectangunge - =]
o THes Publshed Featired  Catogory orderng Access Crasdby  Das  Mis  Laguage 1D
o o comporens e TN [ [
e P mnorsr 3w
o N e wotan 7 w4
o Futh mnoresr 1w

Pusic Spertser 2110101 2 ~

Figure 2: Trash

In the filtered view the Trash icon changes to Empty trash. This is your opportunity
to delete content.
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Check In

The Check In icon in Joomla! may not be the kind you know from Foursquare [1]
or other location-based services. It is a security feature for editing your content. As
soon as a user starts editing content, Joomla! locks this content for all other users.
The advantage of this behavior is that changes by another user cannot be
overwritten. That's a very convient feature. One big problem, however, appears
when the user editing the content accidentally closes the browser window, allows
the session to expire or the power plant shuts off the power or ... you get my

point :-).

Then the content is locked and no one else can edit it!

No one else (except a user with proper permission, e.g. you as the administror) can
check in the content again to allow others to edit it. Unfortunately, you will only

notice unchecked content by a small lock being displayed near the title (Figure 2) or
by a cry for help from one of your users :-).

E Contact Manager: Contacts
Contacts Categories

Filter Search || Clear

=] Titlex.

o Bananas
bananas)

= (anas: buyer)

Contact Name Here

a
= (Alias: name)

Haoen Graf

Figure 3: Check In

Links:

Linked User

New  Edt

- Selecttate - <

Fublished Featured

(<]

(< T <]

i v L

Puish Unpubish | Archive| Checkin | Trash
-SelectCategory - v| |- SelectAccess - x| | - Select

Catagory Ordering Access

A T Pusiic

8 1 Pusiic

Staff 1 Public

Sample

Data-Contact Public

Samnia

[1] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foursquare %28social_network%29
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7.Website and Content Configuration

Joomla! has different levels of configurating options. These options are transmitted
from the highest to the lowest level.

*  Global configuration
*  Options for articles, components, modules, plug-ins, languages and
templates

7.1.Global Configuration

In the Global Configuration section you can define all the settings that are valid for
the entire website. Most values of the variables are saved in the configuration.php
file. Vital information like user name, database name and password for the database
server, for instance, and 'lesser' parameters such as the pre-determined length of
displayed lists are stored in this file. The work area is divided into four tabs:

»  Site Settings
*  System Settings
*  Server Settings
*  Permissions

The work area of every tab consists of dozens of fields, check boxes, switches and
text areas.

The easiest way to get a glimpse is to move your mouse across the labels to read the
help text, which appears in a small yellow tooltip (Figure 1).

EK Global Configuration v B8
Save  Save &Close
Site System Server Permissions
Site Settings SEO Settings
Site Name Joomial Search Engine Friendly URLS
@ O
Offiing Site Offline. 3 Use Apache mod_rewrite
Select whetner access to the Site frontend is available. If Yes, the frontznd wil O ves @ No
display the message beiow. = =
Default Editor Editor - TiyMCE = Adds Suffix to URL
o @
O @ N
Default Access Level * | Public =l es o
Default List Limit 20~ Unicode Allases
o ®
Default Feed Limit 0 - OYes © No
Feed email Author Email v Include Site Name in Page Titles
O ves @ No

Figure 1: Tooltips
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Most of the options are self-explanatory. I'll mention a few settings that are new in
Joomla! 1.6 with greater detail.

7.2.Site Settings

The Site settings have a new field for setting the default access level for new users.
Configurable access levels are a new feature (Read more on page 100: Users and
Permissions).

The Metadata settings now contain the option to add Content Right data. Joomla!
will add your data to the meta declaration rights in your HTML code. Depending on
your search engine optimization (SEO) 'religion’, it is good or bad to have this
declaration in your meta profile. Now Joomla! serves both :-)

<meta name="rights" content="© 2011 cocoate.com EURL,
France" />

'R‘ Global Configuration v (=) Q
Sto | Systom | Server | Permissions

Site Settings SEO Settings
Ste Name ‘Search Engine Friendly URLs @ Yes

Ste Offine. Use Apache mod_rewrite OYes  @Ono

Offine Message Adds Suffix to URL O Yes ©nNo
Unicode Aliases. O Yes ONo
Defautt Edior & Inciude Site Name in Page Tites O Yes Ono

Default Feed Limit 0 Coakie Domain

Feed emall Author Email =] Cookie Path

Metadata Settings

Site Meta Description

Ste Meta Keywords

Content Rights

Fow Tile Weta Tag TS O

Show Author Meta Tag O ves OnNo

Figure 2: Site settings
In SEO settings, the new options are

*  Unicode Aliases
You set aliases for article titles. With this feature, URLs like
http://example.com/FiE—itE are possible.

* Include Site Name in Page Titles
With this feature the article title will appear in the browser's document
title bar.
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Cookie settings are a wonderful feature for evaluating a cookie on different sub
domains. You will need this feature if you have a site (example.com) and one or
more sub domains (blog.example.com) and you want to offer your users the service
to login on example.com and post on blog.example.com. Without this feature, the
user should login again to post something on blog.example.com.

7.3.System Settings

The user and media settings are no longer in this area. You will now find them in the
User and Media Manager.

The cache settings are different because the underlying cache system was rewritten
and now provides more possibilities. In general, a cache makes your sites faster by
storing parts of the HTML in files. The web server can deliver these files extremly
fast. It is possible to cache pages, component views and modules. You can purge
and clear the cache in Site — Maintenance.

7.4.Server Settings

All the server settings are the same as in Joomla! 1.5. Nevertheless, I'll mention the
option Force SSL. This option is getting more and more attention. You can offer
your users a completely secured traffic. It is necessary to have SSL configured in
your web server and you need a SSL certificate.

Server Settings Database Settings
Path to Temp Folder | jUsers hagengraf) Documents ntdocs /DEjcomlaL6 tmp Database Type msal ~|
Gzip Page Compression () Yes ®No Host localhost
Error Reporting System Default ~| Database Usemame |root
Force SSL T S——| Database Name joomia16
oo o Database Prefix ljos._
Location Settings
Server Time Zone Universal Time, Coordinated (UTC) ;‘ Mail Settings
Mailer L]
FTP Settings From email hagen.grafgmail.com
Enable FTP O Yes ®nNo From Name Jloomiat
FTP Host 127.0.0.1 Sendmail Path [usr/sbin/sendmail
FTP Port 21 SMTP Autnentication ) Yes @ ne
FTP Username: SMTP Security None ~|
FTP Password SMTP Port s
FTP Root SMTP Usemame
SMTP Password
SMTP Host localhost

Figure 3: Server settings - SSL
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7.5. Permissions

Here is the place to set your global permissions for your user groups. Fortunately, it
is not always necessary to change the default settings. If you change the setting for a
group, it will apply to this and all sub groups, components and content. Basically
you allow, deny and inherit the permissions Site Login, Admin Login, Super Admin,
Access Component, Create, Delete, Edit, Edit State and Edit Own. Every group has
their own set of permissions (Figure 4).

Q‘ Global Configuration h (] o

ve SaveACiose | Cancel | Holp

Stte Login

‘AdminLogin
Super Admin

‘Access Component
Create Allowed <]

Delete inheried <
Eat inheried < Not Alowed
Eatstate inherted < Not Alowed
Eatown Alowed | Alowed

Editor
Publisher
Shop Suppliers,

Figure 4: Global group permissions

7.6.0ptions for content, components, modules,
plug-ins, languages, templates

In every manager, you'll find an Options icon where you can launch a configuration
form. In some cases the options window has an additional permissions tab, e.g. the
Category and the Article Manager. In this permissions tab, you can use your global
permissions for the whole website or you can change them depending on your needs
for all categories and articles.

In both cases you'll also find a Text Filter tab (Figure 5). The text filter is a concept,
which allows you to search contributed text for patterns like HTML tags and filter
them. It's possible to set different filters for different groups. Let's say a registered
user is allowed to post text with HTML tags inside but without an iframe. Only your
individual group 'iframers' has the right to post iframes!
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X Aticle Manager Options save & Close || Save || Cancel

Arices | Category | Categories | Blog/Feaured Layouts | LisiLayou's | Inegration | TextFiers | Permissions
‘These are the text filters that will be appiied to ariicies submitied by users in the selected grou

These fitering options give more control over the HTML your content providers submit. You can be as 1G4 5 o ik o 158 Y
needs. The fitering is opt-in and good protection

Filter Groups Fiter Type —
Public Black List (efault) =

Filter Attributes

— ek T Bl -

Filter Typo

Blackist allows all tags and atributes except for thoso i the biackis
lautbackis ncudss e llowing age. aplr body ‘bgwund‘ base
D haseium‘ ‘ombec, ‘ame!, Trameset, head, ., Trame!, e, Tayer.
Registered Black st X =

oo Black List (¢

sty
The defaut baci: inclis th olloving tiies
Black List (D¢ ‘action’, backgroun e cynere iowsre
Do o can ot sbona g ol it by skig ot e Tags and
Fiker Atibutes fieids, separating each tag or aitribus name with a space o
— Black List (D¢ comma.
‘Whitgist allows only the tags listed in the Fiter Tags and Fiter Atributes fieids.

Publisher | Back List ¢ No HTML removes all TV tags from the content when it is saved.

Ploase nota that these settings work regarciess of the editor that you aro using.
‘Shop Suppliers | 812 st < Exen if you are using a WY'SIWYG editor, the fikering setings may stip
‘additional tags and atiibutes prior o saving information in the dat

Customer Group | Black List ©¢

Figure 5: Article options - Text Filter
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8. Templates

The template is one of the most important pieces of a website. It provides the
appearance, the design. It motivates new visitors to stay on your site and explore.
Regular visitors and users appreciate being on a site with a beautiful and useful
design. Think of other products, for instance. A car needs a good engine and tires
but one of the most important reasons for buying one is often the design. Even if the
design is not the main reason, it is often a trigger to contemplate the idea of
purchasing and may cause a buyer to consider more tangible reasons. If the design
is well-made, people expect the rest to be well-made, too. (Figure 1, Figure 2)!

Figure 2: Red car (FotoSleuth [3][4])

Both of these cars are made for different target groups. They are an example of
different approaches in design.
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8.Templates

Web design is somewhat like a handcraft. Possessing skills in techniques like
HTML, CSS, JavaScript, PHP, image editing and many others is imperative.
Joomla! is only one more tool in your toolbox.

A good template is not only about colors and graphics. The shape and positioning of
the content is just as important. The website has to be user-friendly and reliable.
Exactly this challenge reminds me of the two cars again.

Web design is still a young profession. A web designer often has to deal with low
bandwith, incompatible browsers, inexperienced content editors and other people
involved in the process of creating a 'good' website. The creation of a Joomla!
website is often a process, in which everyone involved learns a lot. Good web
design is hard work. :-)

8.1.Joomla! and templates

Joomla! is known for its quality and simplicity. In Joomla! a single page is
generated by the HTML output of one component, several modules and the
template. Each page is accessible via a unique URL. Take the front page as an
example. The content component produces the HTML output for the articles in the
middle (Figure 3). The blocks next to the articles are different modules. You can
combine the HTML output from one component with the HTML output of any
number of modules. Existing modules can also be reused on other pages.

HOME  KONTAKT

Modules

7 Joomlal

Open Source Content Management

Aduall Sote: Homo

This Site Joomla!

Home Cangratulations! You have a Joomial sitel Joomla! makes your site easy to build a website just the way you want it and keep it simple to

Lo;
Modules

Benutzemame

Jooma! s a flexible and powerful patform, whether you are buiding a small sits for yourself or a huge sits with hundreds of thousands of
visitors. Joomia is Gpen source, which means you can make it work just the way you want it to.

Upgraders

Passwort

If you are an experienced Joomlal 1.5

Angemeldet bleiben ()
> Anmelden
Passwort vergessen?

Benutzemame vergessen?
Registrieren

Archived Articles

Januar, 2011

user, 1.6 will seem very familiar. There
are new templates and improved user
interfaces, but most functionality is the
‘same. The biggest changes are
improved acoess control (AGL) and
nested categories.

> Weiterlesen: Upgraders

the Joomia Framework and CMS as &
powerful and flexible way to bring your
vision of the web to reality. With the
administrator now fully MVC, the abiity
to Gontrol ts look and the management
of extensions is now complete.

> Weiterlesen: Professionals

Figure 3: Joomla! front page
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8.2.Positions

You must know, of course, at which point you can assign modules at all. For this
purpose, each template provides so-called positions. In order to see these positions
you have to enable the Preview Module Positions switch (Extension - Template
Manager - Options). After that, you can access your website by using the parameter
tp=1 (http://localhost/index.php?tp=1). You'll see the emphasized module positions
and their names (Figure 4). In Extensions - Module Manager you can assign one of
these positions to a module. If you need the module at different positions, you may
also copy it.

Font GroBe Grofler Raset | Kieiner

2 Joomlal’

Open Sourca Content Management

I e T F
Py I e |
Joomia! P
Congratulations! You have a Joomia! site! Joormlal makes your site easy 1o build s website just the way
PRl P e you want it and kesp it simpls to updats and maintain PoSiinmm
Jdoomia!is & fiexible and powerful platform, whether yeu are buiding a small sits for yourssk or & hugs

Sita with hundrads of inousands of visiors. Joomia is 6pen Source, which Mesns you can make it work
ik just the way you want it 1o

Passwort

Upgraders Professionals

Angemelet bleiban 1 you ara an experienced Joomial 1.8 continues
Joomial 1.5 user, 1.6 Wil development of the Joomia
seom very famiiar. There ara Framework and CMS 25 a
new templates and improved powerful and flexble way o
user intarfaces, but most bring your vision of the web o
functionality is the same. Tha raalty. With tha administrator
biggest changss are improved  now fully MVC, the abilty 1o

Atchivedh access control (ACL) and control its look and the
nesied categories. management of extensions is
now complata.

> Weltarlesen: Upgraders
[ester SveeTats dine]| * Weiterlesen;

pesition 5 Professionals.

Figure 4: Module positions
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8.3.Core Templates

Joomla! core comes with three site templates and two administrator templates. You
can see a preview in Extensions — Template Manager — Tab Templates (Figure 5).

Lod
Template Manager: Templates 08  Sv
Optins | Hap
Styles | Tomplates
Filter: Search  Clear site |

Tomplate s Location Version Date Author

atomic Detalls
. sto 160 1onane

sto 180 21May 2010

Proview

beez_20 Detalls

Proview sto 160 25 Novermber 2000

Figure 5: Site templates

The Atomic template is an example of what a basic template looks like. In the
chapter Create a New Template Using Atomic, page 158, we will use this template
as a base to create our own template. The Beez5 template is the HTML 5 Version of
Beez2. Also for the Administration, another template is available. (Figure 6)

P
08 | <y
Options | Help

J—
Template Manager: Templates

Styles Templates

Tomplato x. Location Version Date Author
bluestork Details. Ron Severdia

No preview avalable for Admiisirator 160 07102109 contaci@kontentdesign.com

Adminisirator templates hitp:/iwww kontentdesign.com
hathor Details Andrea Tarr

No previow avaiable for Admiisirator 160 May 2010 hathor@tarrconsulting com

Administrator templates hitp:/iwww tarrconsulting.com

Display #£20 -]

Figure 6: Admin templates
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Styles

Styles are a new feature in Joomla! 1.6. They offer the possibility to create and use
different versions of one template. A template has a minimum of one style. In this
style, configurations can be made depending on the template, such as changing the
colors or uploading the header logo. You may set the default style for your site in
Extensions — Template Manager — Styles. You can filter between Site and
Administrator Styles by choosing the location filter. The default template Beez2
comes with two predefined styles: default and Parks Site.

You can create additional styles by copying them. Each style can be assigned to a
menu item. If you would like a green background on your site when people click on
menu item A, for example, and a blue background when they click on menu item B,
you can assign the corresponding styles (Figure 7).

= : Edi B B8O
Templates Manager: Edit Style v o
Save Save&Close SaveasCopy Ciose | Help
Details
+ Advanced Options
Style Name Wrapper Small (%) 53
Beez2 - Default Wrapper Large (%) 7
Template beez_20 Lego images/joomla_blackgif | | Select
Site Clear
Default A | Site Titie loomla!
D 4 Site Description Open Source Cantent Manal
Template description  Accessible template for Joomia 1.6 Position of Navigation before content v

Menus assignment
Menu Selection

About Joomla Australian Parks
[ - Getting Started ] - Parks Home
] - Using Joomlal () - Park Blog

] -~ Using Extensions [ - Wiite a Blog Post

10

] - - - Components [ - Image Gallery

J

- - - - Content Component () -- Animals

Toggle Selection

Figure 7: Assign a style to a menu item

You will find more on templates in the chapter Working with Templates (page 149).

Links:

Template colour

[17 http://www.flickr.com/photos/bike/201402884
[2] http://www.flickr.com/photos/bike/
[3] http://www.flickr.com/photos/51811543@N08/4978639642
[4] http://www.flickr.com/photos/51811543@N08/

personal v
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Every site needs an easy to understand navigation, otherwise it will not be possible
for a user to find what he is looking for. This may sound simple but is not easily
done. In a perfect world it should be possible to access any page on a website with
two or three clicks. Another fact is, that often, if not always, your visitors will come
from a search engine or social media site and will land anywhere on your site but
your frontpage. This is a reason to think about a "Home" button on every page!

A website often has a primary and a secondary navigation. The primary navigation
is usually at the top or on the left or right side. Secondary navigation is at the
bottom or at the top, but mostly a bit smaller than the primary navigation. It
contains links like contact, about us and legal notices. The idea behind this is to
have these links at the site but not at a very important position.

As a general rule, do not put more than four to eight links in a navigation level.

9.1.Breadcrumbs

A 'breadcrumb trail' is a navigation aid. The term comes from the trail of
breadcrumbs left by Hansel and Gretel [1] in the Brothers Grimm fairytale. Usually
breadcrumbs are positioned horizontally on the top of a web page. Two structures
are used:

» showing links back to each previous page the user clicked through to get
to the current page
» showing the parent pages of the current one

Breadcrumbs are a way to prevent visitors from feeling lost on your site. Ideally
visitors should always know where they are on the site and how to go back. Joomla!
provides a breadcrumb module for this task and most templates have a breadcrumb
position reserved for it (Figure I).
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HOME  KONTAKT

2 Joomlal

Open Source Content Management

About Joomla! - Components are larger extensions that produce the major content for your site. Each component has one or mare views” that

B control how content s displayed.in the Joomia! administrator there are addiional extensions suce as Menus, Redirecton, and
Getting Started -
the extension managers.

Using Joomlal
Using Extensions Search

Components 2 .
The search component proviedes basic search funationality for the information contained in your core components. Many tird part

» Contant Component extensions also can be searched by the search component. Help

> Contact Companent

Figure 1: Breadcrumbs

9.2.Joomla! Menus

Joomla navigations are created by so-called menus. You can create as many menus
as you need for your website. Each menu may contain any number of nested menu
items and you can even filter the level. A menu item is assigned to a component or
an external URL. Modules and template styles can be assigned to menu items. In
the example data, a few menus are shown that have already been created.

Let's have a look at two examples of primary navigation with static pages and
dynamic categories.

9.3.First example: a static catalog or book
structure

Sometimes you need a navigation for a book, a catalog or a guide. You'll find this
configuration in the example data in the About Joomla! menu. Let's say we're
writing a short book consisting of three chapters. The navigation should be linked to
all pages and look like figure 2.
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You ara here: Home » The Joomla! book » Content » How fo usa A

Primary links s How to use A

The Joomlal book Category: Uncategorised

Published on Friday, 04 February 2011 10:30

Introduction \Written by Super User
Content Al
o Vestibulum sagittis, felis ut dictum elementum, nisl nibh pharetra lacus, ut ultri

nulla ut viverra euismod, massa enim molestie massa, a luctus nisi sem id orc
How to use B magna risus viverra augue, & vulputate nibh augue in purus. Nulla omare, mit
Templates amet volutpat metus augue nec nunc? Nullam eget lorem in magna vehicula it
dffsgsdfg Sed ut nisi erat, at mollis urna. Praesent sed enim diam. Integer nisl nisl, ultric

ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Donec mollis, ligula vel conse

ipsum sem nec elit. Proin consectetur nunc non purus adipiscing aliguam. Mol

Figure 2: Static book structure

Preparation

Create a book structure with a few chapters.

¢ The Joomla book
e Introduction
¢ Content
* Howtouse A
* HowtouseB
* Templates

Before creating menu items, you have to create individual articles (pages) first. Go
to Content — Article Manager — Add new article (Figure 3). You may assign the
uncategorized category to these articles or you can create a book category in
advance and assign it to the chapters.

a 5 ] L3
Article Manager: Articles W O 0 O v W B ¢
New Edt | Puish Unpubish  Achve Checkin Tmsh | Options | Hep
Articles | Categories | Featursd Articles
Filter search | Clear - Select State - v| | Uncategorised +| [-SelectAccess- | |- Select Author - v| |- Select Language - ¥|
a Tiox. Published Foaturad  Catogory Ordering Access Croatod by Do Hits Language 1D
a8 (C‘"f‘e"‘l i ] Uncategorised 3 Public SuperUser 20110204 0 a2
b= r— : Sowiwr w0 m w
How to use B
Uncategorised 0 Pubic Suporlser 0110204 0 N
O (uas: howtousesy ° o »
= L Tt [ Uncategorised 4 Public Super User 20110204 0 Al 7
(Aiass introduction)
| T ® P 7 S okes| 6 | o W
tompiaes)
“The Joomial book
e b [ Uncategorissd S Public: SwperUser 20110204 0 N0

=i

the-joomla-book)

Display#20 |

Figure 3: Six 'book chapters’
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Step 1: Creating the menu

You can use an already existing menu as your primary links or you can create a new
one by accessing Menus — Menu Manager — Add new Menu and filling out the
form (Figure 4).

[El Menu Manager: Add Menu v (| e O &

Save Save&Close Save&New Cancel | Help

Menu Details
Tite *

Primary links
Menu type *
primary
Desription

My primary finks|

Figure 4: Add new menu

Step 2: Creating the menu items

Go to Menus — Primary links and add the six articles as links. Choose Single
Article as Menu Item Type. Select the article and enter a Menu Title (Figure 5). If
you have forgotten how to do that, have a look at the chapter How to create an
'"dbout Us' Page (page 52).

— < E2d
¥, Menu Manager: Menu Items (] O v ¥Ix C ¢
New Edi | Pubish Unpish | Checkn Tah Homo | Rabuld | bap
Wonca. | wions o
Fiter Search || Clear primary ks <] |- Select Mox Leves - <[ | -SelectSute - v| |- SelectAccess- <] |- Select Linguage - |
o Tite Published  Ordering: A Access MonultomType  Home Language 1D
| Thedeomiat book © 1 Publc Adicios » N u
O s oo
g | L ™) o 1 Publc et N e
o tucton)
Content
o0 ublic. Articles » Single Article
o i ° p Push pvicios » Sigle A PR
o . © o [ Puic  Auckss gl Atle M e
How to use B
o o 2 Public Articles » Single Article Al 470
8. how-o-use-b} ° i
e o ° I Pblc At Saon i P
Diplay #20 <]

Figure 5: Primary menu items

Step 3: Creating and assigning the module

This step is a bit tricky. You now have the articles, the menu and the menu items but
you'll also need a module to position on your site. Let's go ahead and create one. Go
to Extensions — Modules — New Module and fill in the form. In the Field Select
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Menu in Basic Settings, choose Primary links. Select Yes in the field Show Sub
menu items (Figure 6).

=— Module Manager: Module Menu . (| ) (]
Save Save & Close Save &New  Save as Copy
Details
~ Basic Options
Title * Primary links Select Menu Primary lnks~]
Show Title @ show O Hige Start Level T3]
Postion * position-4 Sslec pociion End Level Al 7]
Published Published  ~| Show Sub-menu llems O No @ Yes
Access Public ki |
Ordering 1.Primarylinks <[ » Advanced Options
Start Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 =
Finish Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 =)
Language All =
Note
D 78 Menu
site
Module Description  This module displays a menu on the frontend.

Figure 6: Primary links module

The last step is the template position. Click the Select position button, filter for
template Beez_20 and choose position-4. Save everything and you're done.

Filter: position-4 Search || Clear Enabled x| [Template | [beez20

Titlex. Templates
position-4 * beez 20 (Lefmiddie)

Display#20  ~|

Figure 7: Select template position

9.4.Second example: Linking to categories (News
magazine)

It is possible to link to a few pages like in the first example but what will you do if
you have thousands of articles? The answer is easy in Joomla! 1.6: Build a structure
with categories, assign the articles and link it to a category layout.
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Preparations

We'll need a few categories with articles:

Categories:
*  News

*  World
e Africa
* Europe

e Technology
* Internet
* Cars

Create them or use existing categories (Read more: Structure Your Content with
Categories, page 64).
Step 1: The menu

It's up to you how to continue. The easiest way is to use the existing Primary Links
menu. But if you want, you can create a News Menu, like me.

Step 2: The menu items

When dealing with categories you have to think about what should be shown after
you have clicked on the link. The expected behavior in our case is

» Category News = all news should come up
* Category News — World = we want world news only

and so on (Figure 8).
%, Menu Manager: Menu Items 0 0 O v ¥ %
New  Edt | Publsh Unpubleh | Checkin Trsh Home
Menus Menu items
Filter; Search  Clear News. | [-SelectMax Levels - ~| |- SelectState - ~| |- Select Access - | |- sele
(=] Title Published Ordering> 14 Access Menu item Type Home:
o T‘e““ - ° 1 Public Articies » Category Blog
O Technology [ ] 1 Public Articles » Category Blog
o technoiogy)
Internet
(=} o »
o Imomet) [/] 1 Public: Articles » Category Blog
a oee o ° 2 Public Articles » Category Blog
(Aias: cars)
o Workd . e © 2 Public Articles » Category Blog
Africa
(=] o 1 Publit Articles » Cate Bl
a ; ) [/] ublic: ticles » Catagory Blog
E
o uropo © o° 3 Public Aviicles » Category Blog

surope)

Display#20 ~|
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Figure 8: Menu items in News menu

To achieve the expected behavior, create a menu item with the type Category Blog.
In Required settings, choose your newly created category News. In Blog Layout
Options, choose Include Sub Categories - All and # Leading Articles = (). Continue
with creating nested menu items for each additional category and you're done

(Figure 9).

Details

5. Menu Manager: Edit Menu ltem

v n [} im]

Save Save&Close Save&New Saveas Copy

» Required Settings

«

Menu Item Type * (Category Biog Select » Category Options
Menu Title * Cars ~ Blog Layout Options
Allas ars 1t a field Is left blank, global settings will be used.
Link ind X #Intro Artices, -
State Published  ~| #Columns
Access Public =l #Links
Menu Location * News = Multi Column Order Use Global +|
Parent ltem - - Technology <[ B ;‘ﬂ”‘:cﬂ‘z’;‘f“"éfs‘"e
Target Window Farent | from subcatgories in the
Befat Page 8t 6 I Include Subcategories | Al K| I
Language Al =
Template Style - Use Defauit - = Category Order Use Globa) El
D . Article Crder Use Clebal |
Date for Ordering Use Global -
Pagination Use Global v
Pagination Results Use Global 7|

Figure 9: Category Options

Now you can handle thousands of articles. Your navigation is prepared for that and

your visitors will understand the system immediately (Figure 10).

You are here: Home » News » Tchnoioqy » Cars

News + Mini Cooper SD (2011): the faster diesel Mini Renault Wind Roadster Gordini (2011)
== e=
News Gatogory: Cars: Catogory: Cars
Technology Fusce velleo id augue auctor pellentesque ut ut eit. Vivamus massa ut iaculs. o
Internet consectetur malesuada nibh vel euismod. Nunc ulticies hendreit accumsan nunc; vel voluipat est vehicula a. Proin arcu totor,
func, ulricies eu Donec dolor

Europe.

Category Links

Figure 10: Articles in

quis vehicula vitae, euismod placerat nisll Vivamus enim nunc,

dolor, adipiscing non ultrcies eget, interdum a odio? Nulla varius

ut, ltricies vel justo.
suscipit dui, et mollis massa rutrum ut. Ut malesuada placerat
consectetur. Fusce sem massa, pharetra a piacerat cursus,
tempus vel lectus. Vivamus hendrerit molestie blandit. Fusce
neque massa, auctor ac dignissim pellentesaue, pharetra ac nisl
Duis a odio non eros dapibus varius vel vitae dolor. Suspendisse

atnuliael.

> Read more: Mini Cooper SD (2011): the faster dissel Mini

Volvo V60 Plug-in Hybrid (2012)

Category: Cars

category structure

Vestibulum ristique metus
a loborts. Etiam quis dui a eros auctor fringilia sollciudin quis.
odio. Maecenas a sapien a metus cursus tempus non et nunc.
Integer tincidunt gravida sagittis. Morbi sit amet orci nibh. Proin at
trstique dolor. In molis arcu eget quam accumsan in posuere
neque ultrces. Suspendisse et magna id dolor ulirices portitor
vitae non augue. Ineger est nibh, omare at omare non, oncus
vitae dolor.

> Read more: Renault Wind Roadster Gordini (2011)
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9.Navigation
Some tweaking

As you have seen, there are nearly infinite possibilities of setting options. Many
things are possible and there is usually a way to achieve your goals. Concerning the
navigation design, it is possible to filter the level of the menu items in the module. It
is possible, for example, to put

» the first level of our News menu at the top position and the second and
third level in the the left or right sidebar

* the whole menu on top and use drop down menus (depending on the
capabilities of the template)

If you play around a bit, you will find a solution for nearly every case. The Joomla!
navigation system may be a bit complex on one hand but is very powerful on the
other.

Links:
[17] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hansel _and Gretel
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10.Users and Permissions

People simply try to use the Joomla! website that you have created for them - in an
active or passive way. The better the experience, the better the website will be
perceived. Joomla! - as every CMS differentiates between visitors and registered
users with different permissions. Visitors usually arrive via search engines or social
media site recommandations and can become users by registrating. Already
registered users mostly know what they are looking for and come to your site with
certain expectations.

The more users your site has, the more complex the topic users and permissions
becomes. In versions preceding Joomla! 1.6, there was a static system consisting of
user groups, permissions and access levels that could not be changed. With Joomla!
1.6, the old system is still alive as the default configuration of a very powerful so-

called access control list (ACL).

Every site access will be evaluated by a Permission Group, even an access from a
visitor. After registering on your Joomla! website, the user will automatically
become a member of a Permission Group. The group has predefined permissions
and belongs to an access level. One Access Level can have any number of
Permission Groups. One group can have any number of users/visitors. Permissions
can be passed down and overwritten in several places.

Let's begin by having a look at the registration process.

10.1.Registration and Login

The first registration process in your website's life cycle was completed with the
installation of Joomla!. In the last step you were prompted for a user name, an email
address and a password. The person who installed Joomla! is now the super duper
administrator, who has permission to do everything on the site. This is why every
Joomla! website has at least one user account. It's up to this user only to modify the
behavior of the site in Users - User Manager - Options (Figure 1).
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X Users Configuration save s close || save | Cancel

Alow User Registration O No @ Yes

=l

Guest User Group Public -

New User Registration Group - Registered

New User Account Actvation 27

Frontend User Parameters O Hide @ Show

Figure 1: User options

On your Joomla! site, you can create as many users as you would like. You can also
allow visitors to register themselves. Depending on the their permissions, users can
create their own content and/or view content that has been created for them in
particular.

User options
The form has three tabs

*  Component
In this area you are able to configure whether a registration is possible or
not. One of the new features in Joomla! 1.6 is the possibility to configure
in which user group the guests are in and in which user group the
registered users are in by default.

*  Mass mail
It is possible to send a mass mail to your users. In this tab you can
configure the static email settings.

*  Permissions

In this tab you can manage the permission settings for every user group.

Log in

Visitors can register on the website. Joomla!, therefore, offers a login module,
which can be positioned at the site (Figure 2).
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Login Form

User Name

Password

Remember Me ]

» Log in

Forgot your password?
Forgot your username?
Create an account

Figure 2: Login module

This module can be configured with many additonal features like customized text,
SSL encryption and login / logout redirection. Have a closer look at Extensions -
Module Manager (Figure 3).

=— Module Manager: Module Login N &

Aid
Save Save&Close Save&New SaveasCopy Close  Help

Details O
~ Basic Options
Tite Login Protoxt
Show Title @show O Hide
Posttion * foginioad Seloct posiion
Published -
Pablished < postiext
Access Public -
Ordering 1 Login ~]
Start Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 =
Login Redirection Page |- Using Joomial =
Finish Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 =
Logout Redirection Page |- Using Joomia! |
Language Al |
Show Greeting ONe @ Yes
Note
Show Name/Username | Name |
1} 4 Login
. Encrypt Login Form @O No O Yes
ite

Module Description  This module displays a username and password login form. It also displays a
link to retrieve a forgotten password. If user registration is enabled (in User
Manager > Options), another link will be shown to enable self.registration for
users.

» Advanced Options

Figure 3: Login module options

The advantage of the form, which is delivered by login module, is that there is no
necessity for the user to click a link before the log in form appears. If this behavior
is not necessary or you don't want to have the login form as a module, it is also
possible to create the form via a component. Therefore you have to create menu
items with the appropriate menu item types concerning your needs (Figure 4).
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Select a Menu ltem Type:

Contacts Articles

List All Contact Categories Archived Articles

List Contacts in a Category Single Article

Single Contact List All Categories

Featured Contacts Category Blog
Category List

Featured Articles
Create Article

Newsfeeds Search
List All News Feed Categories List Search Results
List News Feeds in a Category
Single News Feed Users Manager
Login Form
User Profile

Edit User Profile

Registration Form

Username Reminder Request
Password Reset

Figure 4: Menu item types for users

Additional profile fields

In the past it was only possible with additional extensions, to have additional fields
in the registration form. To solve that issue and to connect the user data to the
contact component, Joomla! 1.6 core comes with a plug-in called User Profiles. In
Extensions - Plug-in Manager you can activate and configure the plug-in (See also
Contact component) The module provides several additional fields, even a Terms of
service option, which user have to check during the registration process to accept
the terms of service (Figure 5).

User Profile
Address 1:
Address 2:

City:

Region

Country:

Postal / ZIP Code:
Phone:

Web site:
Favourite Book

About Me:

Terms of Service:

o Agree

Date of Birth: E]

>Register or Cancel

Figure 5: Additional profile fields
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10.2.User groups

The idea of a user group is to create sets of permissions.

"If you want to be an author on our site, you'll need the following
permissions."

Instead of assigning these permissions to every user they are assigned to a group.
The user can be assigned to one or more groups. Imagine you have 10.000 users in
four different groups. It's easy for the administrator to manage the permissions for
the groups. Without groups you have to change every user account manually. If you
use groups you only have to change permissions once!

In Joomla! 1.6 it's up to you to configure any number of user groups. In User
Manager - Groups, you have an overview of all the groups, which are in core
Joomla! (Figure 6).

3 User Manager: User Groups o Tn au ::

New  Edt | Delole | Options | Help

Users | UserGroups | Viewing Access Levels
Search User Groups| Search || Clear

Group Titie Usersingroup 1D
Public 1
Manager 3
Administrator 4
Registered 2
Author
Editor 4
Publisher 5
Shop Suppliers. 10

Customer Group 12

00000000000

Super Users 1 8

Display# 20 v|

Figure 6: User group

The default setup is the same as it was for Joomla! 1.5. If your are happy with the
structure it is not necessary to change anything.

Default permissions for website front end user groups

* Registered group
A registered user can log in, edit his own credentials and see parts of the
site that non-registered users cannot see.

* Author group
The author can do everything that a registered user can. An author can
also write articles and modify his or her own content. There is generally a
link in the user menu for this.
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» Editor group
The editor can do everything that an author can. An editor can also write
and edit all articles that appears in the front end.

*  Publisher group
The publisher can do everything that an editor can. A publisher can also
write articles and edit every piece of information that appears in the front
end. In addition, a publisher can decide whether articles are published or
not.

Default permissions for website back end user groups

* Manager group
A manager can create content and can see various pieces information
about the system. He or she is not allowed to:
*  Administer users
* Install modules and components
* Upgrade a user to super administrator or modify a super
administrator
*  Work on the menu item Site | Global Configuration
* Send a mass mailing to all users
* Change and/or install templates and language files
* Administrator
An administrator is not allowed to:
* Upgrade a user to super administrator or modify a super
administrator
*  Work on the menu item Site | Global Configuration
* Send a mass mailing to all users
* Change and/or install templates and language files
*  Super Administrator or Super user
This user is allowed to execute all functions in Joomla! administration.
Only a super administrator can add other super administrators.

10.3.Access levels

User groups can be assigned to access levels. So we have a user, connected to a
group, connected to an access level (Figure 7, Figure 8)
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Administration

Sits  Users  Menus  Content  Components  Extensions  Help & None Logged-in frontend & 1 Logged-in backend = 0Messages 8 View Site () Log out
iewi e ®E & 3
User Manager: Viewing Access Levels W "
New Edt | Delem | Optons | Hop
Users User Groups Viewing Access Levels
Search Viewing Access Levels Search Reset
O LevelNamex Ordering [
O  Customer Access Level 3 4
O  Public 0 1
O Registered 1 2
O  Special 2 3
Display # 20 ~|

Figure 7: Access levels

User Manager: Edit Viewing Access Level v (| e
Save Save & Close Save &New S
Level Details
Level Title * Customer Access Level

User Groups Having Viewing Access
O Public
Manager
Administrator
Registered
Author
Editor
Publisher
Shop Suppliers

Customer Group

r000CRO0O®@

Super Users
Figure 8: Groups assigned to an access level

Why access levels?

As we have seen, access levels are a bundle of groups. With the combination of
group permissions and access levels it is possible to solve every use case. In an
article e.g. you can limit the accessibility to an access level (Figure 9).
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Edit Article
Title * Content
Alias content
Category * Uncategorised d|
State Published  ~|
Access
Pemissions Registered
Special
Language Customer Access Level
Featured Lot |
D 79
Article Text
= = ‘ Styles ~ Paragraph -
| & B @

Figure 9: Access levels in an article

The new system is a big step forward for Joomla!. Many users suffered from the
lack of configurable groups, access level and permissions.

Now everything is possible in the field of permissions!
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11.Extension Management

There is a lot in the core package of Joomla!. Words like components, modules,
plug-ins, templates and languages you have already heard before. Besides these
well known parts, Joomla! also consists of lesser known parts like libraries and
packages. Additional components, modules, plugins and languages are listet in the
Joomla! extension directory [1]. The Joomla! project has no central place for
templates und libraries. The reason for this is simple. Libraries are developed
outside of the Joomla project and many were also used by other open source
projects. Templates are something very individual and are, therefore, available on
the websites of their designers. A central directory especially for templates would be
helpful in the future.

With the rewritten extension manager in Joomla! 1.6 you can install, update,
discover und manage extensions directly from your Joomla! administration.

11.1.Managing extensions

Let's have a look at all your installed 110 extensions in Extensions — Extension
Manager — Manager. You can filter this list by various parameters. Some
extensions are protected. Your Joomla! installation would no longer work if you
uninstalled these protected extensions (Figure I).

. = q P

.q Extension Manager: Manage @ 0 C | | e
Evtlo Distlo | RoloshCache | Uninet | Optons | oy

T T pe— e
Fier: Search || Clear | Hide protected extensionsC) - Select Locaton - +| |- Select Sate - ~] |- Seect Type - | |- selec roder - <[
a Name: Location Enabled Type Version Date Author Folder D
o ©
O Admin surMenu Adminisiator o Madue 160 Feb 2006 Joomal Project NA at0
O Administator Menu Adminisiator ) Moduie 160 March 2006 Joomial Project N 205
(=] ]
o ]
= e st © Made 160 July 2008 Joomial Project NA 210
O Aicies - Related Ariles site o Module 160 July 2004 Joomal Project NA 212
o ©
o ]
O Autentcation - GMail sie o Plugin 160 February 2008 Joomial Project authentication 400

Figure 1: Table with all installed extensions

In this area you can enable, disable and uninstall extensions. Enabling and disabling
works just like a light switch. You simply switch the extension on and off, all the
related data are still kept. If you unistall an extension, it will be deleted. Often
extensions, usually components, create additional database tables while installing.
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It's up to the component de-installation routines, whether these tables will be deleted
or not during de-installation. Check the manual or readme file in advance to avoid
suprises.

The last icon in the toolbar is the cache icon. Every extension is able to cache data.
You can clear this cache separately for every extension. If your Joomla! site attracts
lots of visitors and you don't want to clear the whole cache for performance reasons,
you may need this function.

If you filter the list for libraries, you will find these four articles with the
corresponding version number:

1. Joomla! Application Famework, which is the real 'core' of the Joomla! 1.6
core package. All the other extensions are built upon this framework.

2. PHPMailer [2] is a class, written in PHP for sending emails. This is used
in the mail to component.

3. SimplePie [3] is a class, written in PHP for managing RSS ans Atom
feeds. This is used in the newsfeeds component.

4. phputf8 [4] is a UTF-8 [5]-capable library of functions mirroring PHP's
own string functions. You can get an idea what this library does by
reading UTF-8 and PHP [6].

If you filter the list for packages, you will find nothing in Joomla! core. If you
installed a language other than English, you will find that language package there.

11.2.Updating extensions

In this area, third-party extensions and the version of Joomla! core itself are listed.
Here you can check for available extension updates available by clicking the Find
Updates icon. If Joomla! finds an extension update and you want to update
automatically, you have to fill in the FTP setttings form in Global Configuration —
Server — FTP settings. Then select the extension you wish to update and click the
Update icon. The process is fully automatic and you are going to receive messages
and hints, depending on the extension, while updating.

11.3.Installing extensions

You can install extensions in three different ways (Figure 2):
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11.Extension Management

Extension Manager: Install

Install Update Manage Discover Warnings

Upload Package File

Package File I (‘Browse... )
T

Install from Directory

Install Directory | /Users/hagengraf/Documents/htdocs /imp Install

Install from URL

Install URL http:/f Install

Upload & Install

Figure 2: Installing extensions

1. Upload a Package file
If you have downloaded a zip file to your local PC that contains a Joomla!
extension, you can use this option to upload and install your extension.

2. Install from Directory
If you have uploaded a zip file at your document root directory on your
web server that contains a Joomla! extension, you can use this option to
extract and install your extension.

3. Install from URL
If you know the URL of a zip file that contains a Joomla! extension, you
can use this option to download, extract and install your extension.

11.4.Finding Extensions

Sometimes things are go wrong during the installation process, like files being too
big, permissions not being set correctly or for other strange reasons. In this area,
Joomla! tries to find extensions, which are not installed but nevertheless exist in the
file directory. If one or more extensions are discovered, you can install them by
using the FTP feature. Don't forget the correct FTP credentials in Global
Configuration — Server — FTP settings.

By using the discover operation, you can install multiple extensions at the same
time!
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11.5.Warnings

Error messages related to installations and updates will appear in this area. If you
can't solve the problem by yourself, google the message text, you'll usually find a
solution or at least some advice.

Links:

[1] http://extensions.joomla.org/

[2] http://phpmailer.worxware.com/

[3] http://simplepie.org/

[4] http://sourceforge.net/projects/phputf8/
[5] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UTF-8

[6] http://www.phpwact.org/php/il8n/utf-8
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As we have already seen in the extension manager, the Joomla! 1.6 package consists
of many built-in extensions. We have already come in touch with a few of them. As
a website user, you probably don't care much about the extension you are using as
long as you find that it is working. As an administrator, however, you have to know
exactly what is going on. We have already looked at several Joomla! extensions like
the content extension, which allows you to write and manage articles as well as
publish them in different ways on the website. The user extension relates to users,
the category extension to categories and so on.

In the following chapters, I am going to cover the functionality of additional
extensions that are part of the Joomla! 1.6 core. In the Components menu, you will
see Banners, Contacts, Messaging, Newsfeeds, Redirects, Search and Weblinks. We
will have a look at these components including related modules and plugins, and
last but not least, the Mass Mail Users feature of the User component, which allows
you to send mass mails to all users.

12.1.Banners

The banner component provides the option to display advertising banners on your
site. A banner can consist of graphics or custom HTML code. Every time your site is
accessed, a different banner will be displayed from your banner administration. You
can click on these banners and they are linked to the client's site. The banner
component offers client, category, and banner administration as well as detailed
analyses. I will guide you through a complete real life example in this chapter.

If you would like to sell advertisements on your website, there are three things you
will need: clients, banners and pages on your website to display the banners. Oh, I
forgot one. You also need traffic on your site. The more traffic, the better.

Depending on the contract terms you have with your clients, you may also need a
tracking overview with all the impressions and clicks.

Let's begin with the client. I live in a tourist area and local businesses want to
advertise their services. Joomla! offers yearly, monthly, weekly, daily and unlimited
subscriptions. You can configure the default subscription type in Components -
Banner — Options.

My client would like to pay a monthly fee to appear on all pages with three different
rotating banners. I add the client in Components - Banner - Clients - New and fill in
the form (Figure I).
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‘&( Banner Manager: New Client

New Client
Client Name *
Contact Name *
Contact emall *
State

Purchase Type
Track Impressions
Track Clicks
[}

Fimidi

Christine Graf
caraf@hmidi.com
Published |
Monthly  ~|
Yes |

Figure 1: Adding a client

v B e}

Save Save&Closs Save&New Cancel

~ Metadata Options

Meta Keywords

holidays, southern franges
apartments

Use Own Prefix OnNo @ Yes

Meta Keyword Prefix fimidi

» Additional Information

4

Help

Before I can create individual banners, I have to create a banner category first. The
categories are very useful because later on in the banner module, I can choose from

which client and which category a banner should be displayed (Components -
Banner - Categories).

3:1 Rectangle Leaderboard
300x100 728x90
| Full Banner I | Half Banner
468x60 234x60
Vertical di "
Bunaes Medium Rectangle
120x240 300x250
Pop-Under
720x300
Button 1
120x90
Button 2
- 120x60
Vertical
Rectangle
240x400
Square Pop-Up
250x250
Wide |
Half Page Ad Skyscraper $kyscrapes
300x600 160x600 120x600
Rectangle
180x150
Large Rectangle
336x280
@ Square
@ | Button
@ 125%125

Figure 2: Standard web banner sizes[1]
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I am free to choose the size of each banner but normally you will use the standard
web banner sizes. (Figure 2)

The client would like to have three banners in leaderboard size (728 x 90 pixels). I'll
create them in Components - Banner - Banner. 1 choose the category and the client,
upload the banner and fill in the size. In Publishing Options 1 can configure several
options, e.g., the start and finish date for publishing the banner. This is especially
useful for time-limited subscription plans. There is also an option for re-setting
clicks and impressions (Figure 3, Figure 4).

Y‘/( Banner Manager: Edit Banner v || e ] 0 ::

Save Save&Close Save&New SaveasCopy Close | Help

Details
v Publishing Options

Name * ‘Spend your holidays in Fitou, southem France
Created Date 2011-02-10 10:50:40 &
Az spend-your-holdays-in-ftou-southern-france
Start Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 =
Category " Cllent banners <
Finish Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 3
Type © image O Custom
Sticky o 7|
state Publishes  ~
=l Max. Impressions ™
Image images/ banners 002+ banner jpg Belecty \Gieeg Unlimited
‘Width 728 Total Impressions. 32 Reset impressions
Helght s0 Total Clicks 2 [ Resecids
Alenative Text Holidays in Fitou, Southern France Glent Al 3]
Click URL http://fimidi.com Purchase Type Monthly =l
Deseription Tratk Impressions Yes =l
Track Clicks Yes K|
Language Al -l
D 5 » Metadata Options
9 . I & | &
\lﬁ Banner Manager: Banners ©0e Q0 v B B &
\ New  Edi | Publsh Unpublsh | Achwe Checkin Trash | Optons | Help
Banners Categories Clients Tracks
Fiter; Search || Clear ~SelectState - | |- Select Chent - =] |- Select Category - =] |- Select Language - =]
Mota
o me s . o rdorin mprossion i urchase Typs  Lany
o Namoz Published  Sticky Client Category Ordering Impressions. Clicks Koywords Purchase Typs  Language 1D
Spend your holidays in
Fitou, southern France 320f
o ] mi fiont bann -6 " .
CH [enasaitiis Sy (/] -] Fimidi Client banners Unlimited 2-625% Monthly A 5
in-iowsouthern-rance)
Spend your holidays in
Fitou, southern France 20t
(=} Fimidi Ciient banners 2 2-690% Monthly Al 7
= (s spendyourhoidays- ° ° Uniimitod
in-fiou southernrance)
Spend your holidays in
Fitou, southern France 3tor
o . Fimidi font ban 3 a5 Month a
= (aias: spend-your-hoiidays- ° ° ° Chtbannes Unimipd 2 545% onthly 8

in-ftou-southern-rance)

Dispiay# 20+

Figure 4: Banners in Administration

The next step is to create and/or activate one or more banner modules. For each
banner size I need one module. In my case, all the banners are the same size, so one
module will suffice. I go to Extensions - Modules and filter for Banners. At the
moment there is nothing there, so I create a module by clicking the New icon.
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Depending on the template, I have to choose a position. In my case I'll choose
position 12 from the Beez2 template. The banner will then appear above the content.
In Basic Settings you can configure a lot more. It is also possible to show the
module in your content (Read more: Modules, page 129).

The Search by Tag field is an interesting feature. When it is used, the banner will be
displayed when banner keywords (set in banner) and page keywords (set in article
and other places) match. Another option to control the visibility of the module and
the banners is the Menu Assignment. One very important feature is the possibility to
write a header and/or footer text. In some countries advertisements have to be
labeled (Figure 5).

Z— Module Manager: Module Banners < H ) B Q3
Save Save&Close Save&New SaveasCopy Close Help
Details
+ Basic Options
Title * Banners Target Open in new window =
Show Title @ show O Hde Count T
Posiion * josition-12 Select posiion Clent fdi 3]
Published Pubisned =] Category Al Categoras =
Access D ;‘ Client banners
Ordering 1.Specill 7|
‘Start Publishing [0000-00-00 00:00:00 = Search by Tag @ no O Yves
Finish Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 =n Randomize Sticky, Randomise |
Language Al | Header Text
Note [advertisement
D 56 Banners

i
= Footer Text

Module Description The Banner Module displays the active Banners from the Component.
Menu Assignment
Figure 5: Banners module

The banner will now appear on the website. Depending on the configuration and the
amount of banners, a different banner will appear each time you refresh the page.
The banner itself is linked to the client's website and if you move the mouse across
the image, a tool tip with the banner title will be shown.

I have just decided to create a demo website for the book, where you can see the
examples and soon become a banner client. :-)

http://joomlal6.cocoate.com (Figure 6).
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HOME KONTAKT

! Joomlal

Open Source Content Management

You are here: Home:

Login Form Adverisoment

User Name Hagen Graf

Password &

RememberMe ()

ploaly Joomla!

Forgot your password?

Foreelvou wemane? Congratulations! You have a Joomial site! Joomia! makes your site easy to buid a website just the way you want it and keep it
Create an account

simple 1o update and maintain.

Joomlal is a flexible and powerful platform, whether you are building a small site for yourself or a huge site with hundreds of
Main Menu thousands of visiors. Jooma is open source, which means you can make it work just the way you want tto

Figure 6: Banners on website

If set correctly, all impressions and clicks of the banner will now be tracked by the
banner component. These trackings can be viewed in Components - Tracks and
filtered by date, client, category and type (clicks or impressions) (Figure 7).

\!(" Banner Manager: Tracks & B ICI4

Export  DeleleTracks | Options | Help

Banners | Categories | Clients | Tracks

Begin date: % End date: | [~ Select Ciient - =] - Select Category - | [-Type- ~|
Namo & Client Category Type Count Date
Spend your holidays in Fitou, southem France Fimidi Client banners Impression 5 2011-02-10 11:00
Spend your holidays in Fitou, southam France Fimidi Client bannars Cliek 2 2011-02-10 11:00
Spend your holidays in Fitou, southem France Fimidi Client banners Impression 12 2011-02-10 12:00
Spend your holidays in Fitou, southem France Fimidi Client banners Click 2 2011-02-10 12:00
Spend your holidays in Fitou, souther France Fimidi Client banners Impression 18 2011-02-10 13:00
‘Spend your holidays in Fitou, southem France Fimidi Client banners Impression 2 2011-02-10 13:00
Spend your holidays in Fitou, southem France Fimidi Clignt banners Impression 4 2011-02-10 14:00
Spand your hoidays n Fitou, southerm Franca Famidi Gilent bannors Imprassion 1 2011-02-10 1400
Spend your hofidays in Fiou, southem France Fimidi Gilent baners Impression 1 2011:02:10 14:00
Spend your holidays in Fitou, southem France Fimidi Client banners Click. 1 2011-02-10 14:00
Display #20 ~|

Figure 7: Banner tracking

Links:
[1] http://adzaar.com/docs/standard_ad_sizes
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12.2.Contacts

Every website needs a contact form. Depending on the provider of the website
sometimes you may need only one, sometimes more of these forms. If it is a website
for a company with more than one department, they may want to have a contact
form for every department. Perhaps you would like to display a contact form for
every employee or every user account.

All of this can be done by using the Joomla! contact component.

As we have already seen (Read more: Contact Form , page 74), it's quite easy to set
up a simple contact form. Simply create a contact, assign it to a category and create
a menu item.

Example

If several contact forms are needed, you should think about the underlying structure.
Similar to article categories, it is possible to assign contact categories to menu
items. As a result, you will see a list of contacts assigned to that category. If you
click on the name or the title of these contacts, you will see more details and the
form itself.

I have tried different scenarios with the contact component and the possibilities are
amazing! As everywhere in Joomla! 1.6 you have the option to create nested
categories and different menu item types. In options (Components - Contact -
Options), you can, for example, configure the appearance of the contact form
(Slider, Tab, no formatting) and set an impressive number of other parameters.

As an example [ have created a contact area for our company with three contact
forms for different kinds of inquiries and a contact form for each team member. By
clicking on the links, the contact form and additional details will appear (Figure I).
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HOME KONTAKT

2 Joormlal’

Open Source Content Management

You are here: Home » Kontakt

Main Menu * cocoate
Home Name Suburb State Country
Site Map General Inquires Fitou Aude France
Sales Fitou Aude France
Support Munich Bayemn Germany
Subcategories

Team
#of Contacts : 2

Figure 1: Contact area

For this example, I have created two categories: cocoate and team. The team
category is a sub category of cocoate. It would have been possible to add an image
and a description but I have decided to fill the title field only (Figure 2).

Il v B €C @ &

Edit | Publish Unpublish | Archive Cheskin Trash | Rebuld Options | Help

() Category Manager: Contacts

Contacts | Categories
Filter Search | Clear - Select Max Levels - »| |- SelectState - v| |- SelectAccess - v| |- Select Language - v
Ordering &

o Title Published MWB Access  Language ID
cocoate

o 1 Publc VR

U (tias: cocoats) ] s

=] iTea ) 1 Public A 18

b ¢ team)

Display# 20 |

Figure 2: Contact categories

For each contact form I need a contact with an email address. Contacts can be
assigned to users or stand alone. In this case, I have created three stand alone
contacts related to the cocoate category without linking them to a user. I have also
created two contacts related to the feam category and additionally related to an
existing user account (Figure 3).
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I W | E a
a Contact Manager: Contacts 20 @ O v W&
Now ER | Pubish Uk | Achvo Checkin Tasn | Opions | Heb
Contacts Categories
Filter search || Clear ~Select State - v| |- Select Category- »| |- Select Access -~ w| |- Select Language - +|
o Titio Linked User Published Festured ~ Categorys Ordering Access Language 1D
[ eneral Inquiies , ) ) il T ke " 8
5| = - o o coconis T Publc N
Support
o connats i Puttc Moo
R — ° ° g
Hagen Graf
(=} Team Public Al 9
g agen-ara °
~ Christing Graf
) oom Puni A
= (ias: chrsine-gran) °
Display #20 <]

Figure 3: Contacts

If any of the data changes, such as a phone number, for example, it would be nice
for related users to be able to make these changes directly from their user profile on
the website without having to access the administrator area. For this task Joomla!
provides the User-Profile plug-in. You just have to activate it in Extensions - Plug-
ins. In the user profile, a new area is displayed for the profile fields, which is
connected to the contact component.

12.3.Messaging

Messages is a core component of Joomla and a built-in private messaging system
for backend users. It allows you to send and receive messages to other users with
permission to access the administrator area.

The messaging component is very easy to use; however, users often forget the
possibility to configure the component in Components - Messages - My Settings.
You can have the system email you every new message, delete them after an x
amount of days, and you can also lock your inbox.

12.4.Newsfeeds

Feeds are very handy. It is possible to subscribe to different kind of news and
information. Unfortunately even today, often people don't use them for some
inexplicable reasons. Thirty years ago you had to buy and read a newspaper to get to
know the 'News'. Fifteen years ago you opened your browser and visited one
website after another to get to know the "News". Today, you can still do both but it's
also possible to use a feed aggregator. Google's reader and the dynamic bookmark
toolbar of your browser (e.g. Firefox) are quite popular. The Joomla! 1.6 Newsfeeds
component is an aggregator as well. Not as sophisticated like Google's reader, but
also quite useful.
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The news feed component allows you to collect feeds from other sites and publish it
on your site.

In today's world of social media everyone probably has dozens of user accounts.
Often videos and images are stored on youtube.com and flickr.com. In a company,
the situation is even more complex. Imagine how much information is available as
newsfeeds about a project like Joomla! or about your company.

A feed reader on our website

In the next example, we want to build a feed reader on our website. I'll try to collect
all the bits and pieces which are created around our company and list them in a
table. We have a vimeo account for our videos, a flickr account for images, several
twitter accounts and that's still not all :-)

First, I create a newsfeeds category called cocoate in Components — Newsfeeds —
Categories and afterwards for every feed an entry in Components — Newsfeeds —
Feeds (Figure 1). The single problem is often finding the correct feedlink. For
example, our vimeo video feed link looks like this:
http://vimeo.com/cocoate/videos/rss. The Flickr feed link of our photos looks more
complicated (http://api.flickr.com/services/feeds/photos_public.gne?
1id=17963290@N00&lang=en-us& format=rss_200).

In the publishing options you have to enter how many feed entries you want to show
and the number of seconds before the cache is refreshed. Joomla! only stores the
amount of items which you configured in its cache. This is an important detail
because in some countries it is not allowed to store the content from a public
newsfeed in your database.

I - - rYs
\\ News Feed Manager 0@ © O v B @ 3
° New i | Pubksh Unpubleh | Amwe Gheckin Tsh | Options | Helo
News Feeds | Categories
Filter: Search || Clear - Select State - _v| |- Select Category - v| |- Seleet Access- | |- Select Language - ~|
o i Pubished Gatogory Ordorngm 4 Access  #amices ™ Language 1
i | FRolr cocoals o cocoate o1 Public 5 B0 AT
{(Alias: flickr-cocoate)
Vimeo cocoate
&l () cacoate 00 2 Public 5 3600 Al 8
(Mias: vimeo-cocoate)
| /e Hagen ) cocoate O[3 | Puwic 25 S
(Mias: twitter-hagen)
S fii=cChnstine ) caccal o9 1 Public 2 X A8
v twitter-christine)
g | SavdliaHagen © cocoata 00 5 | Puic 2 w0 M 10
{Ales: gowalishagsr)
=] © cocoute 0 [&] Pk 2 w0 A s
Display#20 -

Figure 1: A collection of newfeeds

Finally, you have to create a menu item in a menu of your choice. The Newsfeeds
component comes with three different layouts:
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1. List of all News Feed Categories
2. List of News Feed in a Category
3. Just a Single Newsfeed

I chose the second one because I have all my feeds in one category. On the website,
Joomla! aggregates my feeds, e.g. the Vimeo video feed (Figure 2)

You are here: Home » Planet cocoate » Vimeo cocoate

Main Menu E Vimeo / cocoate's uploaded videos

Videos uploaded to Vimeo by cocoate

Home
cocoate

Site Map

1. La Domus del Mito

Ashort video taken while our visit. The Domus del Mite will be a placeZb places2b.eu

Cast: cocoate

Figure 2: News feed data

When you create a news feed, you can configure in Display Options among other
things whether you want to display the feeds image or not. Also, you can limit the
number of characters of the content which should be displayed. This feature is very
useful if the feed contains longer articles or if you use the Feed Display module.
You can create one in Extensions - Modules - New. Here is e.g. the New York Times

feed (http:/feeds.nytimes.com/nyt/rss/HomePage). Configure the module at
position-4 and configure the Basic Options (Figure 3).

Z— Module Manager: Module Feed display v o B B O

Save Swve&Cose Save&Now SwveasCopy Chso  Hop

Details .
~ Basic Options

e s, Feed URL
‘Show Tite ©show O Hde It/ e nytimes.com) nyt/rss HomePage
Posiion * position=4 ‘Select posivon RTL Feed O Yes Ono
Punlished | Feed Tite Ovs ONo
Access Public | Feed Description O ves ONo
Ordering Lisnbens | Foed Image Ovs O
Start Publshing 8000-0-00 00:00:00 | 155

Feed fems. 5
Finish Publishing ~[0606-00-00 060000 | /3 e S O
Language Al K|

‘Word Count 0

D 30 Feed display Advanced Opti
» Advanced Options

This he displaying of

Figure 3: News feed module
The result on the webpage will look like in Figure 4.
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News
NYT > Home Page
The New Pork Times

The Lede: Latest Updates on Day 18 of
Egypt Protests

The Lede provides updates on the
protests in Egypt on...

Republican Leaders Yield to a Push for
More Budget Cuts

The agreement by House leaders on
Thursday showed the power..

Figure 4: News feed module on website

12.5.Redirects

This component is currently (2011-02-14) not working - [#24524] Redirect is Not
Working with SEF [1]

The redirect manager is a wonderful idea. It redirects a visitor to a valid page when
he enters a path on your website that doesn't exist. It is possible that it existed before
and was added to the search index of a search engine, or someone stored it at
another website. This problem usually occurs after relaunching a website.

The redirect component is very convenient. If someone tries to access a path that
doesn't exist, Joomla! will show the 404 - not found page and simultaneously create
a new entry in the redirect manager.

When accessing Components - Redirects, you'll see these links (Figure 1). The
System - redirect plug-in has to be activated in Extensions — Plug-ins.

& f ] I 4

Redirect Manager: Links & 0 O O W &

' ' New Edit Enable  Disable Archive  Trash Options Help

Filter: Search | Clear - Select state - v
a Expired URLE New URL Referring Page Created Date  Enabled ID
[0 enfoldiink.htrml hitp:/fjoomla 16 cocoate com/planet-cocoate 2011.02-14 -] 2
O oldlinkhtml hitp://joomla 16 cocoats com/planet-cocoats 2011-02-14 (/] 1
Display #£20  ~|

The Redirect Plugein Is enabled,

Figure 1: Redirect Manager
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You can now edit the links and add a new redirect URL. The next time the old path
is accessed, the redirect component ensures that the visitor is redirected to the new
address. You may create redirects on your own if you are aware of any old paths
that no longer exist.

The component uses the web server's rewrite system. Currently, only Apache is
supported with an installed mod_rewrite. In Site — System Information you can see
which web server you are using. (Figure 2)

o System Information
System Information PHP Settings Configuration File Directory Permissions PHP Information

System Information

Setting Valug
PHP Built On: Linux 11604231 2.6.25.18-0.2-default #1 SMP 2008-10-21 16:30:26 +0200 x86_64

Database Version: 50518

Database Collation: ulfB_general_ci

PHP Version: 5212

Web Server: Apachei2.2 8 (Linux/SUSE)

‘WebSorver to PHP Intorface: apacheZhandler

Joomlal Version: Joomia! 1.6.0 Stable [ Onward ] 10-Jan-2011 23:00 GMT

User Agent: Mozillai5.0 (Macintosh; U; Intel Mac OS X 10.6; en-US; rv:1.9.2.13) Gecko/20101203 Firefox/3.6.13

Figure 2: System Information

When using Apache, go to Global Configuration — Site — SEO Settings — Use
Apache mod_rewrite and switch it to Yes. Afterwards, rename the file htaccess.txt to
.htaccess. In some cases renaming the file may not be possible because the file
starts with a dot. I use my ftp client or the shell for renaming the file (Figure 3).

modules Directory 02,
plugins Directory 02,
templates Directory 02,
tmp Directory 02,
LICENSE.txt 17,816 ASCll Text 02,
README.txt 4,493 ASCH Text 02,
configuration.php 1,970 php-file 02,
-htaccess 2,425 ASCliText 02,
index.php 1,394 php-file 02,
joomla.xml 1,273 xmi-file 02,
robots.txt 301 ASCH Text 02,

Figure 3: .htaccess

Links:
[1] http://joomlacode.org/gt/project/joomla/tracker/?
action=TrackerltemEdit&amp;tracker_item id=24524
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12.6.Search

People expect to be able to search content on your website.

Joomla! uses full text search. Full text means that Joomla! searches for all keywords
you enter in the search box directly in the database.

This may sound obvious to most people, but it isn't. Many search engines first
create a search index consisting of words used on your website. During the actual
search, the search index is browsed for matches. These matches are linked to the
actual content. The search result page is based on these matches and links.

Index-based search is faster than full text search but the index has to be updated
with every website change; otherwise the new content cannot be found. In order to
compensate for the performance advantage of the index-based search function,
Joomla! is highly configurable.

Search Term Analysis

To get a a first glimpse of what visitors are searching for on your site, you have to
switch on the statistics feature (Components — Search — Options: Gather Search
Statistics - Yes). Then all the terms will be recorded and listet in Components -
Search. Don't forget to also switch on Show Search results (Figure 1).

o<

. -
Search Manager: Search Term Analysis [&2 o
Reset | Options Help

Fiter! search Niclea Gathering statistics enabled  Hide Search Results

# Search Phrase = Hits Results
1 cocoate 1 2
2 cocoate vimeo 1 2
3 Joomial 1 32

Display# 20 |

Figure 1: Search statistics

User interface

You can choose between a search box appearing on various pages of your website
or a link to a seach form. The search extension provides a search module for the
single box and a search layout for menu items. The search module is activated by
default and most templates provide a special search position for it. It offers
numerous options, including text configuration of the buttons as well as setting the
box width (Figure 2).

Hagen Graf — cocoate.com — February 2011 -124- Joomla! 1.6 — Beginner's Guide



12.Core Extensions

== Module Manager: Module Search v (m] £ [ ¢ I3

Save Saved&Close Save&New SaveasCopy Close  Help

Details P
~ Basic Options
Title * Search Box Label
Show Title @show O Hide Box Width 20
Position * position-0. Select position Box Text
Published puplished  ~| Search Button @ No O Yes
Access Public I | Button Position Right |
Ordering 1. Search ~| Search Button Image O No ® Yes
Start Pubiishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 = Button Text
Finish Publishing 0000-00-00 00:00:00 T Set ltemiD.
Language Al =

Figure 2: Search module

The search result page consists of a more detailed search form at the top of the page
and the search results below (Figure 3).

Search Keyword:  joomla > Search

Total: 34 results found.

Search for:
@ Allwords () Anywords () Exact Phrase Ordering: | Newest First j
Search Only:

[ Categories [ Contacts []Articles []MNewsfeeds [J]Weblinks

Display #| 20 %

Page 1of2

1. Templates

(Category)

Templates give your site its look and feel. They determine layout, colors, type faces, graphics and other aspects of design
that make your site unique. Your installation of Joomla comes prepackaged with ...

Created on

Figure 3: Search result page

The user can configure search settings (all keywords, any keywords, exact phrase)
and change the order in which the results are displayed. The search can also be
limited to different content items like articles and categories.
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Behind the scenes

You are able to configure the search in the existing search plug-ins. Have a look at
Extensions - Plug-in Manager and filter for type search (Figure 4).

< L3
g i . : A8
W Plug-in Manager: Plug-ins 0 0 O b o

Edit | Enable Disable | Checkin | Options | Help

Fiter: Search || Clear - Select State - | [search | [-SelectAccess- |

o

Plug-in Namo Enabled  Ordering Typo Eloment  Access ID

Search - Categories [ 0 search categodes  Pubic 417

aQ

]  Search - Contacls searcn contacts Public 418

Search - Content search content Public 419

Search - Newsfeeds search newsieeds  Publc 420

0 o) @ [0

] Search - Weblinks search weblinks Public 421

3300

Display#20 |

Figure 4: Search Plug-ins

For every search only checkbox in the search form there is a plug-in. You can
change the order of the plug-ins, activate or deactivate them. You can also configure

several options for every plug-in, e.g., whether it should search in archived articles
or not.

Each additionally installed extension may contain a search plug-in and integrate
itself into the search process.

With this plug-in-based search structure, Joomla!'s search component is easy to use
and easy to extend!

12.7.Weblinks

With the web links component, you can create a link list or a download section that
you can integrate into your website. To do so, Joomla! provides the nested
categories system and counts the individual hits on the links. This component is
useful for link catalogs. Add as many web link categories as you need, create as
many web links as you have, then connect both by assigning categories. Add a
menu link, choose a layout and configure the options.

The web links component provides three menu item type layouts: List All Web Link
Categories, List Web Links in a Category and Submit a Web Link. We have already
seen the first two layouts in articles and categories. By using the third one, you can
involve your users in the creation of a joint catalog. Create a menu item 'Submit a
Web Link' in the user menu and set the permissions in Components — Web Links —
Options to allow registered users to create links. The Options area provides six tabs
full of configurable details.
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The example data includes a link catalog (Figure 1).

loomla! Specific Links

2 Joomla! 4
Home of Joomial

¥ Joomlal - Forums s
Joomla! Forums

¥ OpenSourceMatters i
Home of OSM

Subcategories

Other Resources

Figure 1: Link catalog

In the module manager, you'll find a web links module, which shows links from a
category on your website.

12.8.Mass Mail Users

Sometimes you want to send a message via email to all of your users. Sometimes
you want to send that message only to a group of users or only to those having
access to the backend. Sending emails is always a bit delicate. Nobody wants to be a
SPAMMER and nobody wants to receive SPAM, so be careful!

In order to use the mass mail user component, you have to configure Joomla! for
sending emails in Global Configuration — Server — Mail settings. You may then
configure the Subject Prefix and the Mailbody Suffix in Users — Mass Mail Users:
Options - Mass Mail.

The user interface of the Mass Mail Users component is easy to understand. You
can choose the user group of those users who should receive the email. You can
determine whether the sub user groups should also receive emails, whether the
email is in html format or plain text, and whether all recipients are listed in the
email or marked as BCC (Blind Carbon Copy). The message has a subject line and a
mail body. You can use html but no wysiwyg editor is provided (Figure 1).
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o + L2 )
°\ Mass Mail ) T4
oty oo || | i

Details Message

(0]

Mail to Child User Subject Hi folks

Message
Sendin HTMLmode: ()

Group:

Show All Groups

- - Customer Group +

Reciplents as BCC: ]

Figure 1: Mass mail form

Storing mass mails in Joomla! is not possible. After filling in the form, click the
send email icon. Now the emails are being sent.
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13.Modules

A module is a content element that can be positiond next to an article. A menu, for
example, is a module. The small registration block on the left side is also a module.
You can create as many modules with smart functions as you need and position
them on the predefined area in the template.

Modules are design elements in every template. Most of the time the search and the
breadcrumb module have predefined positions in a template. This is also true for the
navigation module in the header area, often called "top" position.

13.1.Similarities of all modules
Every module has

» atitle which can be displayed as a headline or hidden,

* aposition in a template,

* aswitch to publish the module,

* an ordering index for sorting modules at the same position, usually used
in sidebars,

* ascheduling feature with a start and end date,

* the option to assign a language to it. Will only appear when the user
selects this language (Read more: Multi-Language Websites, page 143)

* the option to add a nete to the module

* the same menu assigment system as in templates. You can limit the
appearance of the module.

13.2.Advanced Options

In Advanced Options, you can

» choose from different template layouts if the template offers this feature.

¢ add a module class suffix, which adds a text to the CSS class of the
module. This is useful for individual styling.

» use the cache system by switching it on or off and set a time before the
module is re-cached
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13.3.Core modules

The Joomla! 1.6 package contains 23 different module types.
I will list and shortly describe them in alphabethical order.

(The descriptions are partly taken from the Joomla! help).

We already used the Archived Articles module in the chapter Statuses,
Trash and Check-Ins (page 79), which offers a list of months and is linked
to the archived articles.

Articles Categories displays a list of categories from one parent category.
Articles Category displays a list of articles from one or more categories.
Articles - Newsflash will display a fixed number of articles from a
specific category or a set of categories. You can configure ordering,
number of articles, read more link and many more

The Articles - Related Articles module displays other articles that are
related to the one currently being viewed. These relations are established
by the Meta Keywords.

All the keywords of the current article are compared with all the keywords
of all other published articles. For example, you may have an article on
"Breeding Parrots" and another on "Hand Raising Black Cockatoos". If
you include the keyword "parrot" in both articles, then the Related Items
Module will list the "Breeding Parrots" article when viewing "Hand
Raising Black Cockatoos" and vice versa.

The Banners module displays the active banner, which we already used in
chapter Banners (page 112)

The Breadcrumbs module display the navigation breadcrumbs, which
were used in chapter Navigation (page 92).

The Custom HTML module allows you to write your own HTML code
and displays it in an appropriate module position. In Basic Options this
module, has the usefull Prepare Content feature. Joomla! offers the
possibility to apply additional functions to article content, like email
cloaking, via the plug-in mechanism (Read more: Plug-Ins page 133). If
you turn on the Prepare Content, the HTML content you added to the
module will be treated as any article content.

The Feed display module enables the display of a syndicated feed. We
used it in chapter Newsfeeds (page 119).

The Footer module shows the Joomla! copyright information. You are
allowed to deactivate it but your are also invited to keep at on your
website!

The Language Switcher module is new in Joomla! 1.6 - It displays a list
of available content languages for switching between them. Read more
about this feature in the chapter Modules (page 129).
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The Latest News module shows a list of the most recently published
articles. Filtering options are: by category, author and featured articles.
The Latest Users module displays the latest registered users. You can link
to the user profile, limit the amount of users and you may choose between
different types of user information to be shown.

The Login module displays a username and password login form. It also
displays a link to retrieve a forgotten password. If user registration is
enabled (User Manager — Options), another link will be shown to enable
self-registration for users. It is possible, for example, to add additional text
to the form, to redirect your user after login and logout, and to encrypt the
login form using SSL, which has to be provided by the web server.

The Menu module is a container, which displays menu items of an
existing menu. A menu can consist of nested menu items. You can filter
these items by the start and end level, e.g., all the links from the second
and third level. It is also possible to decide whether the sub menu item
should be shown or not.

The Most Read Content module shows a list of the currently published
articles, which have the highest number of page views. You can filter by
category and limit the number of articles.

The Random Image module displays a random image from your chosen
directory. Usually, you will use the media manager to stores these images.
You can configure the file type of the image, a URL to redirect to if the
image is clicked upon and you can adjust the width and the height of the
images. However, be careful with the last option. Joomla! does not resize
the original image; it only sets attributes in the img tag.

The Search module displays a search box. You may configure the design
of the box, the position and the text of the button. We already covered the
search module in chapter Search (page 124).

The Statistics module shows information about your server installation
together with statistics on the website users, number of articles in your
database and the number of web links you provide.

The Syndication Feeds module creates a syndicated feed for the page
where the module is displayed. It displays the an icon. You can enter a text
to be displayed near the icon and choose the feed format (RSS 2.0, Atom
1.0).

The Weblinks module displays weblinks from a category defined in the
Weblinks component (Read more in chapter Weblinks, page 126).

The Who's Online module displays the number of anonymous users (e.g.
guests) and registered users (ones logged in) that are currently accessing
the website.

The Wrapper module shows an iFrame window at a specified location.
You configure the URL where the external website is located, switch
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scroll bars on and off, define the width and the height and give the iFrame
a target name.
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14.Plug-Ins

A plug-in adds specific capabilities to a component. The term plug-in is also used in
other places. For example, plug-ins are commonly used in web browsers to play
videos. A well-known plug-in example is Adobe's Flash Player. A good example for
the use of plug-ins in Joomla! is the Search component (page 124). Five search
plug-ins work together to find content from different Joomla! components.

Joomla! has eight plug-in types: authentication, content, editors-xtd, editors,
extension, search, system and user. These are also the names of the website sub
directories where the plug-in files are located. For example, plug-ins with a type of
authentication are located in the website directory plugins/authentication. It is not
possible and not necessary to create a plug-in in the adminstrator area like we have
seen in the modules chapter. A plug-in has to be installed via the

Extension Management (page 108).

14.1.Authentication

Authentication in Joomla! is the process of verifying whether a user should

be permitted to do something on the site. Authorization, which is always the process
that follows authentication, verifies that an authenticated user has permission to do
something. You authenticate with your username and password, and you are
authorized by being a member of a permission group. (read more: Users and
Permissions, page 100). Joomla! offers three possibilities for authentication (Figure
1). Be careful with deactivating plug-ins. You must have at least one authentication
plug-in enabled or you will lose all access to your site.

‘// Plug-in Manager: Plug-ins ° Q O b il ::

Edit | Enable Disable | Checkin | Options | Help

Filter; Search  Clear - Select State - v| | authentication | | - Select Access - =l

Plug-in Name Enabled  Ordering Type. Element  Access D

Authentication - Joomia (] 0 authentication joomia Public 401

0 oo

Authentication - GMail o 1 authentication gmail Public 400
O  Authentication - LDAP -] 3 authentication idap Public 402

Dispiay#20 =]

Figure 1: Authentication Plug-ins
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Joomla!

TThe plug-in provides the standard behavior for Joomla!. You fill in the login form
with your username and password and your login information is then verified.

GMail

If you activate the GMail plug-in, users will be able to log onto your site by using
their GMail address and password. Prior registration is not necessary. With the first
login, the System plug-in Joomla! will create a user account in its database. The
GMail password is stored encrypted in the database, so your users GMail accounts
cannot be hacked. This plug-in facilitates the login process for your users.
Unfortunately, there is no advisory in the login form that loging in with GMail is
possible. You'll have to add additional text or find another creative solution.

LDAP

The Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LDAP)[1] is an application protocol for
reading and editing data from directory service. It is used in companies for
managing department affiliation as well as employee phone numbers.

dn: cn=John Doe,dc=example, dc=com
cn: John Doe

givenName: John

sn: Doe

telephoneNumber: +1 888 555 6789
telephoneNumber: +1 888 555 1232
mail: john@example.com

manager: cn=Barbara Doe,dc=example,dc=com
objectClass: inetOrgPerson
objectClass: organizationalPerson
objectClass: person

objectClass: top

In order to use this plug-in for authentication, you will need an LDAP Server
(OpenLDAP) and you have to configure the LDAP plug-in with the server specific
data. You will find a good tutorial at joomla.org: LDAP from Scratch[2].

14.2.Content

Besides the Joomla! content plug-in, all other content plug-ins are related to the text
you insert into an article. The Custom HTML can use the content plug-ins as well
(Figure 2).(Read more: Modules)
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Z
‘/ Plug-in Manager: Plug-ins ° 0 O b i ::

o Edt | Enable Disable | Checkin | Cptins | Help
Filter: Search | Clear - Select State - ~| | content =] |- select Access - =l
o Plug-in Namao Enabled  Ordering Typez. Eloment  Accoss 1D
[ Content - Joomla © ] content Joorla Public 435
[J Content - Load Modules (] 0 content loadmodule Public 406
[ Content - Email Cloaking (] content emalcioak  Public 404
[J Content - Code Highlighter (GeSHi) o 2 content geshi Public 405
[ Content - Pagebreak [ 4 content pagebreak  Public 407
(J Content - Page Navigation [/] content pagenavigation  Public 408
[ Content - Vole o content vote Public 409

Display # 20 ~|

Figure 2: Content Plug-ins

Joomla

The Joomla plug-in has two tasks:

1. When you attempt to delete a category, it verifies whether the category is
'empty'. Empty means, no article or sub category is assigned to it. You can
turn this feature off in Basic Settings.

2. Ifanew article is submitted via the frontend, the plug-in will send an
email to all those users for whom Send Email is turned on (User Manager
- Edit User). This feature can be turned off in Basic Settings.

Loading Modules

This plug-in loads the HTML output of all modules assigned to a template module
position into an article. All you have to do is write {loadposition position-14} in the
space where the modules should displayed. This feature is especially useful for
putting banner ads into the content.

Email Cloaking

This plug-in transforms an email address entered into the content in the form of
name@example.com into a link, and cloaks the email address by means of
JavaScript. The advantage of this is that email address collection programs can't
read your email address very easily.

Code Highlighter

The GeSHi plug-in makes Syntax Highlighting possible and creates an impressive
listing on your website if you embed the code to be formatted within <pre> </pre>
HTML tags:
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<pre>
if (Snumber > 0)
{
echo S$number;
}
else{
Snumber++;
}
</pre>

Pagebreak

The Pagebreak plug-in takes care of pagebreaks in articles. Just like the /mage plug-
in, it is easy to integrate into the content. Besides a simple pagebreak, various
headers and page titles can also be defined. You can set pagebreaks using the
pagebreak dialog. The page break will be displayed in the text window as a simple
horizontal line. In the HTML code, the pagebreak looks like this:

<hr title="Page Title" alt="Table of Contents Alias"

class="system-pagebreak"

This plug-in integrates the Next and Previous functions under the articles.

Page Navigation

This plug-in integrates the Next and Previous functions under the articles.

Vote

This plug-in adds voting functionality to articles.

14.3.Editors-xtd

The four editors-xtd plug-ins generate the buttons below the editor window (Figure

3).
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L " . f s
- ¢ Plug-in Manager: Plug-ins G O O b i
>

Edit | Enable Disable | Checkin | Options | Help

Filter, Search | Clear - Select State - -] |editors-xtd | |- Select Access - |

Plug-in Name Enabled  Ordering Types Element  Access ID

(@]

Bution - Arlicle [ 1 editors.xtd article Publc 413
Bution - Image editors-xtd image Public 414

]
Button - Pagebreak (] 3 editors-xtd pagebreak Pubiic 415
]

0O oo

Button - Readmore a editors:xtd readmore Pubic 416

Display#20_v]

Figure 3: Editor-xtd Plug-ins

Article

Displays a button for linking the actual article to other existing articles. After
clicking the button, a pop-up will be displayed allowing you to choose the article to
link to.

Image

This plug-in displays a button for inserting images into an article.
After clicking the button, a pop-up will open allowing you to choose an image from
the media directory or upload new files and configure its properties.

Pagebreak

Provides a button to enable a pagebreak to be inserted into an article. A pop-up
allows you to configure the settings to be used. The plug-in has to be activated
together with the Content - Pagebreak plug-in.

Readmore

Enables a button which allows you to easily insert the Read more link into an
article.

14.4.Editors

Joomla! core comes with two editors (Figure 4). In Global Configuration - Site you
can set the default editor for your website. Additionally, you can assign a different
editor to every user account (User - Manager).
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4 ; 4

- ¢ Plug-in Manager: Plug-ins 0 Q o b 08 e

’ Edi | Enale Dsale | Checkin | Oplons | Help
Filter Search || Clear - Select State - v| | editors | -SelectAccess-  +|
a Plug-in Name Enabled Ordering Type: Element Access 1D
O  Editor - CodeMirror [] 1 editors ‘codemirror Public 410
O  Editor - None (] 2 editors none Public 411
(J  Editor - TinyMCE (/] 3 editors. tinymee Public 412

Dispiay# 20 =]

Figure 4: Editor Plug-ins

CodeMirror

CodeMirror [3] is a JavaScript library that can be used to create a relatively pleasant
editor interface for code-like content — computer programs, HTML markup, and
the like. This plug-in has to be activated if you want to offer textarea fields with the
CodeMirror editor. You can configure the behavior of the editor in Basic Settings.

None

This plug-in has to be activated if you want to offer textarea fields without an editor.

TinyMCE

TinyMCE [4] is a platform-independent web-based Javascript HTML WYSIWYG
editor control. It is the default editor in Joomla!.

14.5.Extension

The extension plug-in type is related to tasks concerning the managing of Joomla!
extensions.
Joomla

This plug-in manages the update sites for extensions.

14.6.Search

The Search plug-ins for Contents, Weblinks, Contacts, Categories, and Newsfeeds
can be activated when needed. They implement the search function of the Search
component (page 124). These plug-ins have to be activated if you are trying to
obtain search results from the respective sections. If you want to search additional
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components, the respective plug-ins for those have to be available as well (Figure
3).

< o
4 Plug-in Manager: Plug-ins 0 0 O Vv I
o Edit Enable Disable | Checkin | Options Help.
Filter: Search || Clear - Selectstate - | | search | |- select Access - =l
a Plug-in Name Enabled Ordering Type s Element Access ID
[ Search - Categories () 0 search categories Public 417
[0 Search- Contacts (] 0 search contacts Public 418
[J Search- Content [] 0 search content Public 419
[0 Search - Newsfeeds (] 0 search newsfeeds  Public 420
[0 Search - Weblinks () 0 search weblinks Public 421

Dispay#20 ]

Figure 5: Search Plug-ins

14.7.System

System plug-ins are deeply integrated in the Joomla! framework, and they usually
affect the behavior of the entire website (Figure 6).

e
;'\’ Plug-in Manager: Plug-ins 0 0 O h 4 i ::
' ad Edit Enable Disable Check In Options Help
Filter: Search || Clear - Select State - +| | system I |- Select Access - =l
=] Plug-in Name. Enabled Ordering Types Element Access ID
O System - Language Filter o system languagefiter  Public 422
O  System - P3P Policy (] 2 system p3p Public 423
O System - Cache o 3 system cache Publie 424
O System - Debug (] 4 system debug Public 425
O System-Log [] 5 system Iog Public 426
O  System - Redirect (] 6 system redirect Public 427
[  System - Remember Me (] 7 system remember Public 426
O system- SEF (/] 8 system sef Public 429
O System- Logout o 3 system logout Public 430

Display #20  ~|

Figure 6: System Plug-ins

Language Filter

This plug-in filters the displayed content depending on the language desired. It has
to be enabled only when the Language Switcher module is published (read more:
Modules, page 129)
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P3P Policy

The Platform for Privacy Preferences Project (P3P) [5], is a protocol allowing
websites to declare their intended use of information they collect about browsing
users. The system P3P policy plug-in allows Joomla! to send a customized string of
P3P policy tags in the HTTP header. This is needed for the sessions to work
properly with certain browsers, i.e. Internet Explorer 6 and 7.

Cache

This module provides page caching. You can configure whether you would like to
use the client's browser for caching pages.

Debug

This makes the debug function available, which is very important to programmers.
You can configure the parameters to determine which information to display.

Log

This plug-in makes the system log files available.

You can determine the location of the log file in Global Configuration - System -
System Settings.

This is an example of such a log file (/logs/error.php):

#Version: 1.0

#Date: 2011-02-13 12:39:38

#Fields: date time level c-ip status comment
#Software: Joomla! 1.6.0 Stable [ Onward ] 10-Jan-2011 23:00
GMT

2011-02-13 12:39:38 - 92.143.161.32 Joomla FAILURE:
Empty password not allowed

Redirect

Provides the redirect feature in conjunction with the Redirects component.

Remember Me

This is a method for saving access data locally in a cookie in the client browser.
Once a user visits your website again, the data is already in the form. This storage is
only enabled by explicitly marking a checkbox below the login form.
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SEF

SEF is the acronym for Search Engine Friendly. This plug-in creates search engine
friendly URLSs for content elements, which can be configured in Global
Configuration - SEO Settings.

Logout

The system logout plug-in enables Joomla! to redirect the user to the home page if
he chooses to logout while being on a protected access page.

14.8.User

User plug-ins are related to user specific functions (Figure 7).

Z ; 4

> ¢ Plug-in Manager: Plug-ins 0 O O b iCIe<

Lo Edit Enable  Disable Check In Options Help
Filter Search || Clear - Select State - v | user | -SelectAccess-  +|
Plug-in Name Enabled Ordering Typek Element Access  ID

User - Profile (] 0 user profile Public 433

User - Contact Creator o 1 user confacicreator  Public 431

0O0oo

User - Joomlat o 2 user joomia Public 432

Display#20 ~|

Figure 7: User Plug-ins

Profile

The user profile plug-in gives you the opportunity to ask the user for additonal
profile fields, which can be configured in Basic Settings. It can also be combined
with the contact creator plug-in to automatically create a contact item for every
user (also see Users and Permissions, page 100).

Contact Creator

A plug-in to automatically create contact information for new users. It works in
conjunction with the profile plug-in (also see Users and Permissions, page 100).
Joomla!

This plug-in creates a user in the database after the first successful authentication.
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Links:

[1] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ldap

[2] http://community.joomla.org/component/zine/article/507-developer-ldap-from-
scratch-sam-moffatt.html

[3] http://codemirror.net/

[4] http://tinymce.moxiecode.com/

[5] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P3p
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15.Multi-Language Websites

I live in Europe. Europe has 23 official languages. If you are going to create
websites in regions like this, you have to think about multilingualism. Two things
are especially challenging when it comes to creating multi-language websites: the
translation of the static Joomla! text strings as well as the translation of the content
items. While the first challenge can normally be overcome easily, the second one
presents the real challenge.

The Joomla! 1.6 core is now available in 23 languages (February 2011). Joomla!
1.5 is available in 51 languages and more languages are expected to come soon.

More than 50 languages are in preparation [1].

Let's build a multi-language website by using Joomla! 1.6 core in this chapter.

15.1.Joomla! language packages

You can download the translation packages from Joomla Code [2] or the Joomla!
extension directory [3] und install them using the extension manager (Read more:
Extension Management, page 108). 1 have done this with the German as well as the
French language package. After installation you will find the three installed
languages (Figure 1) by visiting Extensions — Language Manager in the backend.

m Language Manager: Installed Languages " i b

Default | Options | Help
Installed | Content
Fiter Location: |Site =l

jum Language Dofault Vorsion Dato
English (United Kingdom) " 160 20080315

French (FR) 180 2010-12.24 French transiati

win a|E
[eNeNe]

Gamman (Germany-Switzertand-Austria) 16.0v1 11.01:201

Display# 20 <]

Figure 1: Installed languages

Language Configuration

As of now, it is still necessary to have a look at the language configuration to see
whether the languages are published (Extension — Language Manager —
Installed) and the language content attributes are correct (Figure 2). Have a look at
(Extension — Language Manager — Content). If there is no content item for the
installed language, create one by clicking the new icon. This is what happened to
me after [ had installed the French language package.
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@ Language Manager: Edit Content Language v (| E Q
S P S G
Record ID: 2 :
+ Metadata Options
Title * German
Title Native Deutsch Meta Keywords
URL Language Code * de
Image Prefix de
Language Tag * de-DE Meta Description
Publshed Published 7]
Description
D 2

Figure 2: Edit content language

15.2.Language Filter plugin

For Joomla! to be able to distinguish between the different languages, the System -
Language Filter plug-in (Extensions — Plug-Ins) has to be activated. You are able
to configure the language to be shown to the visitor, whether it is the language
version of your website or the client's browser setting, by simply using the Options
settings. Another configuration setting is the Automatic Language Change. If
enabled, the content language will automatically be changed to the frontend
language settings.

Every user can configure his frontend language once he is logged in in the frontend.
Most of the time, there is a user menu that, depending on your rights, provides you
with different menu items. In this user menu, you will also find the Your profile link.
By clicking on the link, you will then be able to view and edit your profile data. In
the profile edit form under Basic Settings, users can choose among other
configurations and set their frontend language (Figure 1). You may use the default
website language or one of the available content languages. Depending on these
settings, the language plug-in will allow you to view the website in the
corresponding language.

Basic Settings

Editor (optional) - Use Default - j
Time zone {optional) - Use Default - j
Front-end language (opticnal) German (DE-CH-AT) j

- Use Default -
User Profile English (United Kingdom)
French (FR)
Address 1: (optional)

Address 2: (optional)

Figure 3: User profile - Basic Settings
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15.3.Language Switcher module

By activating the Language Switcher module, you have the possibility to switch
between languages in the frontend, regardless of whether you are a visitor or a
logged in user. In Basic Settings you can add text and choose whether you would
like the languages to be displayed with the language name or the flag icon. I am
sure some third party templates will provide special templates positions for this
module in the near future. In the default template Beez2, position-7 works well in
combination with the flags.

HOME  SEARCH  UBERUNS

' Joomlal’

Open Source Content Management

You e here: Home.

][] Joomla!
K o Your lat site! Joomia! easyto buid a websie just the way you want t and keep it
Ll simple to update and maintain
Joomla s a flexible and powertul patiorm, whether you are building a small site for yourself o a huge ste with hundreds of
UserName thousands of visiors. Joomla is open source, which means you can make it wrk just the way you want it t.
Password

Remember Me ()

> Login
Eorgot your password?

Forgot your userame?
Create an account

Upgraders

1fyou are an experienced Joomia!

1.6 user, 1.6 will of the

Professionals

Joomiat 1.6 continues development

Thers are new templates and
improved user interfaces, but most

Figure 4: Language Switcher

as a powerful and flexiole way to
bring your vision of the web to

15.4.Multi-language content items

As I have previously mentioned, each content item, such as an article, can be
assigned to a language. The difficulty now lies in creating all these content items in
all source and target languages (Figure 5).

Article Manager: Edit Article

v

=]

Save Save&Close Save&New SaveasCo

Edit Article
» Publishing Options

Title * Content ¥ Article Options

Alas content Show Title Use Clobal_~|
Category * Uneategorised El Linked Titles Use Global ~|
State Published | Show Intro Text Use Clobal_~|
Access Public =l Show Category. Use Global ~|
Permissions. Set Permissions Link Category Use Clobal_~|
Language Engiish U -] Show Parent Use Clobal <
Featured ?r‘y‘ghsh (UK Link Parent Use Clobal_~|
D German Show Author Use Global ~|
Aicle Text Link Author Use Global -

Figure 5: Language field
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You can create content items in any language but, unfortunately, Joomla! 1.6 does
not yet offer a translating workflow, which means that you have to pay attention to
avoid mistakes.

15.5.A multi-language website

My example website consists of

* a front page with articles,
* ablog,

* an'About Us' page,

* acontact form.

Font size Bigger Reset|Smaller  Search

HOME BLOG  ABOUTUS  CONTACT

& Joormlal’

Open Source Content Management

You are here: Home

EEEm The second article

Login Form + Integer et lectus eros. Fusce massa diam, fermentum vel , sollcitudin non tellus. M lecinia
metus porta aliquam. Aenean dignissim molestie tellus eget aliquam. Phasellus nec eros lectus, non viverra enim. Phasellus
pretium convalls elit porta pharetra. In sagitis neque at velit luctus vulputate. Sed ultrices mattis velit. Nulla non dolor massa,

User Name eget facilisis ante! Nullam matts ligula turpis. Morbi interdum vestibulum commodo? Ut vel neque felis, vel bibendum nulla!

Password > Read more: The second article
Remember Me [}
pbzeln Welcome to Joomla! The first article The third article
Forgot your password?

Forgot your username? Congratulations! You have a Joomlal Sed dapibus elementum dictum. Proin scelerisque luctus dui suscipit
Create an account

sitel Joomlal makes your site easyto  Vestibulum ac ullamcorper s luctus. Praesent mollis molls lectus
build a website just the way you want  Pellentesque viverra nunc id velit quis hendrerit? Phasellus tempor
it and keep it simple to update and varius blandit. Donec erat enim, pellentesque elementum. Integer
maintain vehicula at gravida eu, malesuada arcu nibh, tincidunt porta dignissim

eget velt! Integer facilsis nisl non eget, laorest vel sem? Praesent non

Joomlal is a flexible and powerful

Figure 6: Example website

All content items have to be available in different languages (Figure 6). You will
find this example website at http://joomlal6.cocoate.com.

Front page

I create a few articles for each language with the attribute featured (Read more: A
Typical Article, page 58) and one front page menu item for every language (Home,
Front Page, Accueil). In Basic Settings, 1 configure the amount of articles and
columns being displayed. I assign the attribute home to each of these menu items by
clicking the home icons (Figure 6). When clicking the breadcrumbs 'home' link, you
will be redirected to one of the three front pages depending on the language (Figure

7).
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== u | e
%, Menu Manager: Menu Items 0 Q O b Wix|C o
New Edt | Publsh Umpublsh | Gheckin Trsh | Home | Rebuid | Help

Menus Menu items

Fitter: Search | Clear Top | [-selectMaxlevels - v| |-SelectStte- v| -SelectAccess-  +| |- Selectlanguage - ~|
o Titie Published ~ Ordering® A Access Menu tem Type Home Language |ID
g Aol ) o i Pubic Atidles » Featured Artles I Fronch

= : accuel) - -

d 2 © oco 2 Public - Goman 5
S (s startaite)

— Home 3 Enoish

[=} oo ublic: icles » turec = 64
O (izs: nomey ° = e E do

- —  [14]

Figure 7: A frontpage for each language

A blog

In my case I already have a blog at cocoate.com, so I use the newsfeeds component
for displaying the external blog entries. I create a feed item for each language and
the corresponding menu items (Read more: Newsfeeds, page 119).

An 'About Us' page

I create an 'About Us' page as described in chapter How fo create an 'About Us'
Page (page 52) for every language.

A contact form

I use a single contact form for genaral inquiries. I only need one contact item, so it
is not necessary to assign a language. Only if contact data differs in different
languages, e.g., different address or email, will it be necessary to create one contact
item for each language.

Login form

On each page a login form will be visible. I have copied the English login module
twice, configured the menu assigment, changed the title and assigned the correct
language. Now it is possible to login and register at my site.

User menu

I used the existing user menu, which provides you with a link to your profile as well
as for creating an article or weblinks. (Figure 8).
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Font size Bigger Reset Smaller Search...

HOME BLOG ABOUT US CONTACT

A Joormlal

Open Source Content Management

You are here: Home » About us » About us

=
Login Form Title * [Mooutus |
G (G
Hi Hagen Gra,

»Logout

User Menu

Your Profile

Submit an Article

Cum sodis natoaue
sus: Hincidunt o

Submit a Web Link

Patn:p

Article Image Pagebreak Read More Toggle editor

Figure 8: Front-end editing

As you can see, creating a multi-language website with core Joomla! 1.6 is quite
simple!

Links:

[17 http://joomlacode.org/gf/project/joomla/scmsvn/?action=browse&amp;path=
%2Fdevelopment%2Ftrunk%?2Finstallation%2Flanguage%?2F

[2] http://joomlacode.org/gf/project/jtranslationl 6/frs/

[3] http://extensions.joomla.org/extensions/languages/translations-for-joomla
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16.Working with Templates

To be able to work with templates, you will not only need good design skills but
also have an understanding of HTML and CSS. Some browsers, unfortunately, will
not display the latest versions, which is why other versions are still quite common.

The next challenge is the neverending discussion between developers and designers
about 'how to do things the right way'. Designers depend on developers because
they need HTML markup with a possibility to add CSS classes. Developers also
depend on designers because without a well-designed template the best component
will be difficult to use.

Joomla! has built-in solutions for both challenges!

The Beez Template also exists as an XHTML and a HTMLS5 version and the
suitable HTML markup and CSS classes are created with so-called Overrides.
Overrides means that a designer can override the HTML output the developer's
extension produces, without changing the original source code.

Another important agent in the template industry is 'Joe Webmaster'. Often, he only
wants to change the header graphic, the colors, the width and a few other options.

Joomla! again has the perfect solution for doing this and it is called Template Style.
Template Style means that you can create any number of copies of an existing
Template Style to configure your own set of options and assign it to all or various
menu items. Have a look back at the chapter Templates (page 87) and come back for
a deeper insight.

16.1.Create Your Own Style

In the chapter about Multi-Language Websites(page 143), we built a website based
on the Beez2 template. Now [ would like to create my own style and change a few
options in Extensions - Template Manager - Beez2 default. These changes are as
follows:

e Style name: Beez2 - cocoate

*  Logo: 1 do not want a logo, so I click the Clear Button

»  Site Title: Joomla! 1.6

»  Site Description: cocoate - consulting, coaching, teaching
*  Template color: Nature

I save the style as a copy by clicking the Save as Copy icon (Figure I).
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= Templates Manager: Edit Style v (=] 1m] 0 bé<

Save Save&Glose |SaveasCopy | Close | Help

Details -
~ Advanced Options

Style Name Wrapper Small (%) 53
Beez2 - cocoate Wrapper Large (%) 72

Template beez_20 Togo Solect
site Clens
Default w = Site Tite Joomial 16

s s Site Description cocoate - consulting, coach
Template description  Accessible template for Joomia 1.6 Position of Navigation | before content |

Template colour Nature.

Menus assignment

Figure 1: Individual template style

My website now has a totally different look (Figure 2). It is possible to create
different styles for different parts of the website using the menu assigment feature.

ABOUTUS CONTACT

Joomla! 1.6 e

cocoate - consulting, coaching, teaching

You are here: Home » Blog

= cocoate.com EURL
Login Form 1. Modules
=1 Amodule is a content element that can be positiond next to an article. A
menu, for example, is a module. The small registration block on the left side is
User Name also a module. You can create as many modules with smart functions as you
Password need and position them on the predefined area in the template.
RememberMe [ Modules are design elements in every tempiate. Most of tne time the search

g and the dule have predefined positions in a template. This is
»Legin
also true for the navigation module in the header area, often called “top”

position Read more

Forgot your password?
Forgot your usemame?
Create an account

droopress #013 - Always Together?

J] Larry Garfield wrote an interesting article overview about Drupal's ladder of

|| engagement. The short version is

If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.
Iagree 100% on his article and it inspired me for this issue. Annoyingly, you
‘can use this quote for nearly every strategy where people are involved | think
Bl the rignt mix is important. Sometimes you have to go fast, sometimes you

have to stop and think about your behaviour and sometimes you have to go

Figure 2: Website with Beez?2 style

Creating different styles with available options is the easiest solution and often the
best and fastest. When a Joomla! update becomes available, your individual styles
will still be accessible in the new version. You are still working with the core
package of Joomla! 1.6 without any additonal extensions!

16.2.Customizing Existing Templates

If you are reading this chapter, I assume you have already created a template style,
figured out how to work with all of the available template options, but would still
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like to have more possibilities. Welcome to the world of HTML and CSS! I'll also
assume that you know these two abbreviations. If not, have a look at wikipedia for
HyperText Markup Language (HTML) [1] and Cascading Styles Sheets (CSS) [1].

In Joomla! it is possible to edit all CSS used by the template within the Joomla!
template manager. Go to Extensions - Template Manager - Templates and click on
the link beez 20 Details. There, you will be able to make changes in the beez2
template as well as access all modifiable files (Figure 3).

== T plate M. : Customise Template Q ::

Close | Help

Template Master Files

—— —— .~ beez_20
Edit main pags tempiata

Edit error page template

Edit print view tempiate.

Edit csstemplate.css

Edit cssttemplate_ril.css

Figure 3: Beez2: Customize Template

The editable CCS files are the files that are located in the file system in the folder
htdocs/templates/[template_name]/css. Click on the linked name of the CSS file and
a form will open, in which you can edit the file content by using the CodeMirror
editor. Besides the CSS files, you can also edit the three main template files:

* Main page
htdocs/templates/[template_name]/index.php

* Error page
If an error occurs while opening a Joomla! site, this template is used for
the page.
htdocs/templates/[template_name]/error.php

*  Print view
This template is responsible for the output when you access the print view.
htdocs/templates/[template_name]/component.php

More template pieces like the files for the core overrides are located in
htdocs/templates/[template_name]/html. The core overrides cannot be edited from
the administrator backend.

The changes you make here will change the core Beez?2 files. This is something to
keep in mind in case of updates.

Joomla! 1.6 — Beginner's Guide - 151 - Hagen Graf — cocoate.com — February 2011



16.Working with Templates

16.3.0verrides

You have already created a style, changed the CSS files and the main page of your
template and you are still unhappy with the result? :-) Then this is the perfect time
to discuss overrides. In Joomla! there are two kinds of overrides: template overrides
and alternative layouts.

16.4. Template overrides

Let's assume you want to change the layout of the search result page. A component
like the search component has a default template layout, which is stored in the file
/httpdocs/components/com_search/views/search/tmpl/default.php. This file makes
the search page look the way it looks. Add a few words to the file, save it and you
will immediately see the result! For example, add

<strong>I have changed something :-) </strong>

in line 13 and see what happens (Figure 4).

HOME BLOG ABOUTUS CONTACT

Joomla! 1.6 Fouss s ot s
cocoate - consulting, coaching, teaching

‘You are here: Home

el 1] IIEHH!!!!!IIII

Login Form

Search Keyword: | test ‘ » Search

User Name
Total: 4 results found.
Password

Remember Me [} Search for:

5 Login @ailwords OAnywords O Exact Phrase Ordering: [Newest First j

Forgot your password?
Forgot your usemame? .
Create an account Search Only:

(JCategories (] Contacts [ Articles (] Newsfeeds (] Weblinks

Figure 4: Changes in the HTML output

The result is good for your motivation because it was so easy and is displayed in
every template. However, it is not good for your reputation because you have
just changed core code. With the next Joomla! update, your changes will be gone!

A better alternative would be to use template overrides in each template. Copy the
changed file to your template folder to /ittpdocs/templates/
[template_name]/html/com_search/search/default.php and remove the changes in
the original file. The result on the webpage is the same but, behind the scenes, you
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have overridden the original .../default.php file with your desired content layout -
without changing core code - well done!

This system was introduced in the year of 2007 with the release of Joomla! 1.5 and
still works very well today.

16.5.Alternative layouts

In Joomla! 1.6 the overrides have an enhancement called alternative layouts. I am
sure you have already seen the Alternative Layout field in the edit form of articles,
modules and categories (Figure 5).

Read More Text

Alternative Layout

--~From Component---
» Metadata Options Default

Figure 5: Alternative layout in an article

Why do we need alternative layouts? Imagine, you are an administrator or
webmaster and a template comes with three alternative layouts for an article.
Sometimes it is a 'normal article', sometimes it should look like a product, and
sometimes like a book page. You only have to choose which layout you would like
to use. That sounds like a great feature and, of course, it is.

The technique is the same as with template overrides. You have to create a folder
with the same name as the component or module and a subfolder for the view. There
are two differences:

1. Obviously the file name has to be something other than default.php as this
one has already been reserved for template overrides.
2. The alternative layout is, of course, not automatically selected.

Additionally to the alternative layout, menu item types can be added to the layout
and the option items of that article can be controlled by defining them in an xml file
with the same name as the alternative layout file (Figure 6).

Select a Menu Item Type:

Contacts Articles
List All Contact Categories Archived Articles
List Contacts in a Category Siogle Acicle
Single Contact Single Aricle (Book Page Layout)
Featured Contacts Single Article (Product Page Layout)
1S alegones
Category Blog
Category List
Featured Articles
Create Article

Figure 6: Additional menu item types
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The creation of these files are no beginner's topic but I am sure third-party templates
will soon make use of these new possibilities (Figure 7).

Read More Text

Alternative Layout e

~--~-From Global Options---
Use Global

---From Component---
» Metadata Options Default
| ---From beez 20 Template---

Figure 7: Additional layouts in an article

16.6.Angie Radtke About Her Beez Template

Nearly one year ago, Angie Radtke, creator of the Beez template, wrote this blog
entry. The switch between XHTML and HTMLS is now implemented as two
seperate Beez templates. One based on XHTML and the other on HTMLS.

Joomla 1.6, Beez and the Stage of Affairs
Written by: Angie Radtke [1] - Mar 28, 2010
The Community is still waiting for the new release of Joomla 1.6.

Users are anxious to have Acl and the new category system. But some other things
will be changed too. The backend has some changes, new modules have been
added, and the HTML — Output changed.

I care about the output, the implementation of standards and the Beez template.

Layout tables are the past. The output structure in 1.6 is similar to the Beez output
in 1.5. CSS- class names are more readable and understandable.

For template designers this is a big advantage. The standard output is clean and
well-structured. Template overrides are no longer needed to provide clean HTML
code that is compatible with the latest standards.

The new Beez template has been developed to take advantage of the changes in 1.6.

The following is only a short overview to give you an idea. If you are curious, you
can look at the actual state at http.//test5.run-digital.com [4].

Key Features:

* configurable output XHTML versus HTML5

* accessibility

* 2 available designs: nature or personal

* position of the navigation column is configurable
* modules can be displayed in accessible tabs
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» fading in and out of modules
* fading in and out of the column

XHTML versus Html 5

The web is making large steps toward HTMLS5. The group around Ian Hickson has
made huge progress in the last few months and browser manufacturers can't help but
rush to not be left behind. In my blog I have often talked about HTMLS and its
possibilities. Since XHTML is still the most widely used and well-known mark-up
language, it will continue to be the default option in Joomla! 1.6.

However, if anyone would like to use HTML 5 instead, the Beez5 is for you.

Accessibility

Beez 2.0 contains all the accessibility features of the 1.5 version, according to
WCAG 2:

* high color contrasts
»  skip links
* semantics
* keyboard navigation

Layout and Design

In the backend, two designs are available to choose from: nature and personal

¥ Advanced Options

Wrapper Small (%) 53
‘Wrapper Large (%) 72
Logo - Nene Selected - =

Position of Navigation | before content [ |
Template color

html version
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The basis for this is the structure of the CSS files. Position.css and layout.css are
used for positioning and distances, whereas personal.css and nature.css are used for
the design, depending on the choice of style.

Position of the navigation column

Depending on the website's concept it may become necessary to place the
navigation before or after the actual content. This could be rendered necessary
either for design reasons or for improving search engine compatibility and access.
Here, Beez offers the otpion of choosing between both variants in both styles in the
backend.

v Advanced Options

Wrapper Small (%)
Wrapper Large (%)
Logo

FPosition of Mavigation
Template color

html version

33
72

- None Selected - ;I

sfter content
before content

html v |
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BEEZ 2.0

& By g

Accessible Tabs

Presenting content in tabs is becoming more and more popular. Up until now,
external modules were required to do this but their output isn’t fully accessible.
Beez offers a solution using WAI-ARIA techniques.

"WAI-ARIA is a specification that provides a means of describing roles, states, and
properties for custom widgets so that they are recognizable and usable by assistive
technology users."

On the first view there is nothing to see in the source code. This is because the code
is added automatically with JS in the DOM. For fun, you can use Firebug to look at
what will be added to the source code.

Wai-Aria is also used for assigning site areas in relation to their functionality.
(landmark roles)

Implementation within the templates

To display Joomla! modules in tabs, we need nothing more than Beez itself.
Template designers already know the template function:

<jdoc include .... >

This function adds dynamic content . This content can be modules as well as
components. The following code in Beez automatically displays all modules on
position "position 5" in tabs.
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<jdoc:include type="modules" name="position-5" style="beezTabs"
headerLevel="2" id="3" />

The important thing is in the attribute "style", which is responsible for the output
and carries out the corresponding function in beez/html/modules.php. The ID is
very important if more than one tab area is used. For each of these areas, an
individual ID has to be assigned. It’s important that the ID is a number and not a
string.

Fading modules and columns

The fading in and out of parts of the site and modules can make a site more user-
friendly. Beez offers two possibilities. The user is able to hide or show a column
with additional information. Some modules can be set up to fade in or out while the
headline remains visible. Wai-Aria is also being used here.

The info column uses the following code:

<div id="close">

<a href="#" onclick="auf ('right')">
<span id="bild">

<?php echo JText:: ('TEXTRIGHTOPEN'); 2>
</span>

</a>

</div>

The modules

<jdoc:include type="modules" name="position-8" style="beezHide"
headerLevel="3" state="0" />

The style used here gives the user the ability to show and hide the module content.

The state="0" attribute ensures that the module is closed with the first loading of
the website. It can be opened through the user interaction.

If the template designer chooses state="1", the module will initially be open and
can be closed by the user. The actual status is located in a cookie, so it works on all

pages.

16.7.Create a New Template Using Atomic

The Atomic template is a skeleton for your own template. It consists of:
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»  /htdocs/templates/atomic
component.php - the print view template
error.php - the error page template
favicon.ico - the website icon (Favicon [5])
index.html - a security file displaying a blank page when the directory is
entered directly (also has to be configured by the webserver but usually is)
index.php - the templete main page
templateDetails.xml - The configuration file containing all information
about files, options and positions is necessary to show the template in the
template manager and to later create an installable zip package.
template_preview.png - the template preview image, displayed in template
manager
template_thumbnail.png - the template thumbnail image, displayed in
template manager

e /htdocs/templates/atomic/css
the folder for CSS files

*  /htdocs/templates/atomic/html
the folder for Override files - Atomic provides a few Overrides for
modules.

*  /htdocs/templates/atomic/images
the folder for images

»  /htdocs/templates/atomic/js
the folder for Java script files

*  /htdocs/templates/atomic/languages
the folder for language files - Atomic comes with English base language
files.

Main template file index.php

The file name of this layout file has to be index.php since Joomla! searches for
embedded <jdoc> and PHP commands. All necessary HTML markup is already
built-in and commented. You can change the content of the file according to your
needs.

To get an idea, let's do a quick walkthrough:

In /ine 24 you can choose whether you want to use the blueprint CSS framework or
not.

In line 50, 56, 62 and more you see that the template provides positions with special
names (atomic-search, atomic-topmenu, ...). If you want to use these names you
have to assign your modules to these positions. If you want to change the names,
you may do that in the templatedetails.xml file.

In line 48 you will see:
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echo $this->baseurl ?>/templates/<?php echo S$this->template ?
>/js/template.js

Joomla! knows the values in baseur! as well as the name of your template and you
can access them when needed.

In line 48 you will see:

echo $app->getCfg('sitename');

It will tell you the name of your site.

In /ine 50 you will see:

if ($this->countModules ('atomic-search'))

It counts the amount of modules at the position atomic-search. It is used to adjust
your layout to different situations.

In line 52 you will see:

<jdoc:include type="modules" name="atomic-search"
style="none" />

This is a <jdoc> command, which only exists as a name space in Joomla!. It is used
to insert the HTML output of the given type into the attributes. In this case it means
the output of all modules assigned to the template position atomic search. The style
attribute is called module chrome and can have these values

* table - The output is displayed in a table.

* horz - The output is displayed horizontally in a cell of a surrounding
table.

* xhtml - The output is in in an XHTML-compliant <div> element.

* rounded - The output is in a format in which round corners can be
displayed. The class of the element is renamed from moduletable to
module.

* none - no formatting

* outline - the display type for the position preview (?tp=1)

* Template specific style - Some templates, like Beez, have their own
styles. See chapter Angie Radtke About Her Beez Template, page 154.

You will find a complete list of styles in the Joomla! documentation - What is
module chrome [6].

Other <jdoc> types are:

<jdoc:include type="head" />
<jdoc:include type="message" />
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<jdoc:include type="component" style="none" />

Every page needs a head, sometimes a message (after saving) and, of course, a
component. One component can be displayed per page. The component can make
use of the module chrome as well.

The error and the print view template files work exactly like the main template file.

CSS Folder
You will find three files in this folder.

1. The css/template.css file with predefined commented CSS commands. If
you don't use the blueprint framework, you have to uncomment a few of
them. The lines are specifically marked.

2. The file css/template_ie.css is empty. Here you can add style overrides for
Internet Explorer.

3. The file css/template_rtl.css is empty as well. You can add style overrides
for right to left languages.

Blueprint framework

Blueprint is a CSS framework designed to reduce development time and ensure
cross-browser compatibility.

A few sentences taken from the readme file:

Welcome to Blueprint! This is a CSS framework designed to cut down on
your CSS development time. It gives you a solid foundation to build your
own CSS commands. Here are some of the out-of-the-box features BP
provides:

* An easily customizable grid

* Sensible default typography

* A typographic baseline

* Perfected browser CSS reset

* A stylesheet for printing

* Powerful scripts for customization

* Absolutely no bloat!

You will find demos and tutorials on the project website -
http://www.blueprintcss.org/ [7].
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Links:

[1] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Html

[2] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CSS

[3] http://www.der-auftritt.de/wissen/Joomla-1.6-Beez-and-the-conditions-of-the-
things.html

[4] http://test5.run-digital.com/

[5] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Favicon

[6] http://docs.joomla.org/What is module chrome%3F

[7] http://www.blueprintcss.org/
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17.Search Engine Optimization

Every website owner usually wants to be seen on the first search results page in
search engines like Google and social networks like Facebook. Unfortunately, there
is not enough space on the first search results page for all the websites and
businesses in the world, and users would quickly lose trust in search engines if it
were possible to appear on the first page just by optimizing the site for search
engines.

Around this topic, an industry of consultants has grown offering search engine
optimization services.

I see two possibilities for optimizing a website. The first is to help the search
engines by using '"HTML standards' and telling the 'truth' about your site and the
second is to find other ways :-). This chapter covers the first possibility.

Search engine optimization (SEO) is the process of improving the
visibility of a website or a web page in search engines via the
"natural” or un-paid ("organic" or "algorithmic") search results.
Wikipedia [1]

Search engine users like to click on natural, un-paid search results instead of paid
ads. People try to avoid clicking ads. Google e.g. uses the PageRank [2] algorithm
to measure the 'importance' of a site, which is added to its search index.

17.1.Getting indexed

Search engines use so-called web crawlers. Once they visit your website, they
follow each link on the frontpage and add all those pages to the search index. Keep
in mind that web crawlers don't 'see' the site. They are not a human being, they do
not use a browser to render your page, they simply look at your HTML code.
Sometimes the number of possible URLs they find is so high that it becomes
difficult for them to follow them all. This often happens with lists of content items
with the possibility of filtering the display or those having a page navigation.
Endless combinations of parameters are possible and only a few will return unique
content.

Once your website is finished, one of the first steps for you is to say "hi" to the
robots of your choice and give them more information about your site. Search
engines are very interested in knowing about your website because it makes their
life easier, too. Try Google Webmaster Tools [3] and the Bing Webmaster Toolbox

[4].
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17.2.Help your robot

The robot is now visiting your website. It cannot see, it cannot read. You have to
help your robot using various methods!

*  The robot looks for keywords (words people usually search) in your
content, so be aware of that when you write a text. Sometime peoples
write content based on recent events on the web to receive a better
ranking. Don't write the 455th blog entry about the awesome features of
the new iPhone :-). Be careful not to lower the quality of your content
through the extensive use of keywords or techniques, like hidden
keywords in the same color of the background. The robots are not silly;
they simply need a little help.

* The robot also looks at keywords in meta tags. You should also place your
keywords there. Joomla! offers options for adding keywords and other
meta tags to your content in nearly every edit form.

*  One of the main ideas of HTML markup is linking. Use this idea to link to
other parts of your website from within your content.

*  Other websites could link to your site (backlinks). The more sites link to
your site, the better. Links directly to your main page are 'more important’'
than links to pages within your site (deep links). Avoid paid links and
comment links from other sites that have a completely different context
from yours!

e URL normalization [5] is used to avoid 'robot confusion'.

Joomla! provides several methods in the SEO Settings (see chapter
Website and Content Configuration, page 82) and an Alias field below
every title in an edit form for creating an individual path.

It is possible to extend that list as long as you want. The two methods which are
technically important are the meta tags and the URLs. Joomla! covers both in a
good way, additionally Joomla! provides the Redirects component (page 122) which
helps to avoid 404 pages.

17.3.My personal view

If you are using a CMS like Joomla! 1.6 and a template like Beez2, your HTML
output is technically perfect.
As 1 already said in the chapter Managing Content (page 51)

A content management system is useful for managing information that
provides value for your audience

If you create useful information with value for you audience within your website, be
sure, every search engine will notice that.
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By the way, ever heard of the Nigritude Ultramarine [6]?

Links:

[1] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search_engine optimization
[2] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PageRank

[3] http://www.google.com/webmaster/tools/

[4] http://www.bing.com/toolbox/webmasters

[5] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/URL normalization

[6] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nigritude ultramarine
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18.Upgrade from Joomla! 1.5 to Joomla! 1.6

How can you upgrade a Joomla! 1.5 website to Joomla! 1.6 without loss of data or
similar disasters?

There are two ways to complete the update:

1. You can update the existing Joomla! 1.5 website by using an additional
component. This component loads all the necessary files with one click to
your Joomla! 1.5 website and automatically converts them to Joomla! 1.6.

2. You can create an empty Joomla! 1.6 website and insert the data from the
Joomla! 1.5 website manually.

In this chapter I will describe the first possibility.

18.1.Auto upgrade

Before you begin, please answer the following questions with a loud and clear YES.

Does your server environment meet the minimum requirements for Joomla!
1.6?

PHP, version 5.2.4 or higher (Not for Joomla 1.6 but for the upgrade component,
you will need the CURL module in PHP,)

MySQL, version 5.0.4 or higher

Is the installed template available for Joomla! 1.6, or are you able to change it
manually?

* Template changes for Joomla 1.6 [2]
* Joomla! Documentation Upgrade Tutorial[3]
* Joomla! 1.6 Template Tutorial[4]

Are you able to create a local copy of your site?

Are all the installed extensions available for Joomla! 1.6?

At the moment, there are 700 Extensions available for Joomla! 1.6.[1]

Under Extensions - Install / Uninstall you can see the list of installed components,
modules, plugins and templates (Figure 1).
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Figure 1: Overview of installed components

Are you experienced enough to change small snippets of code with
instruction :-)?

If you feel comfortable and answered all the questions with yes ... let's go!

Step 1: Back-up

Before you do anything else, please do a backup of your site. You are probably
already using Akeeba Backup [5]. The extension is available for version Joomla! 1.5
and 1.6. If not, install it and do a back-up of your site!

Step 2: Create a local copy of your site
If you set up a local copy manually, you will need to

* copy your files

¢ dump your MySQL database, create a local database and import the dump
into the local one

» change configuration.php

You can also implement the process with Akeeba backup, which allows you to
create a zip package of your site. To again create a website from this package, you
will need the Akeeba Kickstarter.[5]

* Place the kickstart files and the zip package of your website in the local
folder of your website (htdocs).

* Create an empty database for your Joomla! 1.5

*  Launch kickstart.php. Presumably, the URL will look like
http://localhost/kickstart.php. Then follow the instructions.
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Step 3: Upgrade component

There is an upgrade component by Matias Aguirre . The following data will be
transfered:

e Users
* Categories
¢ Content / Articles

* Banners

¢ Menus and Structure
e Modules

¢ Contacts

* Newsfeeds

*  Weblinks

Download[6] and install the component in your local Joomla! 1.5 installation.
Launch it and start the upgrade - that's it. :-)

Here is a good video from the YouTube Joomla! Channel, describing the use of this
component [7].

The component creates a folder with the name jupgrade and installs the Joomla! 1.6
variant of your 1.5 website in this new folder (http://localhost/jupgrade).
The Joomla! 1.6 core template is activated.

Language files

If you use Joomla! in a language other than English, you first have to install the
correct language files [8].

Template

Customize your template and activate it.

18.2.My experience and some links

* Here is the upgrade thread [9] from the Joomla! forum.

* Roger Perren produced a manual for the migration from 1.5 -> 1.6 asa
PDF in the German language (Migrationsanleitung 1.5 -> 1.6 [10]),
which was among other things, my base for this short chapter. I tried the
upgrade of a Joomla! 1.5! website, which consisted only of core elements
and it worked for me without any problems.

» Itis also possible, BUT NOT REALLY GOOD, BECAUSE FORMER
JOOMLA! 1.5 FILES WILL REMAIN AND THAT IS A SECURITY

Hagen Graf — cocoate.com — February 2011 - 168 - Joomla! 1.6 — Beginner's Guide



18.Upgrade from Joomla! 1.5 to Joomla! 1.6

NIGHTMARE, to copy the Joomla! 1.6 files into your Joomla! 1.5
version.[11]

Links:

[17 http://extensions.joomla.org/extensions/advanced-search-results/258643

[2] http://www.slideshare.net/chrisdavenport/template-changes-for-joomla-16

[3] http://docs.joomla.org/Tutorial:Upgrade Joomla 1.5 Template to Joomla 1.6
[4] http://www.akeebabackup.com

[5] http://community.joomla.org/blogs/community/1257-16-templates.html

[6] http://www.matware.com.ar/downloads/joomla/jupgrade.html
[7]http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAufY WOSBm$§

[8] http://community.joomla.org/translations/joomla-16-translations.html

[9] http://forum.joomla.org/viewtopic.php?p=2371638

[10] http://www.blueforce.ch/services/dateien.html

[11] http://www.joomlablogger.net/blog/joomla-news/migration-from-joomla-15-to-
16-easy/
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19.Resources

This book was a beginning. I hope you enjoyed reading it. My intention was to
guide you through Joomla! 1.6. Not everything was covered because that would
have been too much.

I think we could use a developer book and a template designer book to dip deeper
into these topics. Nobody knows what the future holds in store!

What kind of useful resources are there for you to learn more about Joomla! or to
get in touch with the Joomla! community?

19.1.Community

As it is written on the back of this book, Joomla! is backed by a worldwide
community. If you like this idea, come and join us!

* Become a member of http://community.joomla.org/.
* Read the community magazine at http://magazine.joomla.org/.
*  Maybe there is a Joomla! user group near you that you can join.
http://community.joomla.org/user-groups.html
If not, start one yourself!
e Twitter: http://twitter.com/joomla
* Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/joomla

19.2.Documentation

*  http://docs.joomla.org/

19.3.Security Checklist

* http://docs.joomla.org/Security Checklist 1 - Getting_Started

19.4.Joomla! Extensions

* The Joomla! extension directory provides more than 6,000 extensions -
http://extensions.joomla.org/
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19.5.Joomla! Templates

* There is no central directory for free templates.
* There is no central directory for commercial templates.

Anyway, there are a lot of template clubs and professionals that provide Joomla!
templates. Just search the web and you will most certainly find something that suits
you.

19.6.Events

* Joomla! is known for its Joomla! days.
A Joomla! day is a one- or two-day event organized by and for the
community. A list of Joomla! days can be found here -
http://community.joomla.org/events.htm

* There is an international Joomla! conference in Europe called jandbeyond.
Go to_http://jandbeyond.org/ for more information.

19.7.The Future

*  The community plans a six month release cycle, based on the ideas people
post in the Joomla! idea pool.

* The next releases will be Joomla 1.7 in July 2011 and Joomla! 1.8 in
January 2012, but of course, it depends on how the community will
support implementing these ideas!

* The Joomla! developer network is always looking for people like you :-)
http://developer.joomla.org/

19.8.Training

*  http://resources.joomla.org/directory/support-services/training.html

19.9.Commercial Support

*  http://resources.joomla.org/

19.10.Hosting

*  http://resources.joomla.org/directory/support-services/hosting.html
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19.11.Certificates

At the moment there is no possibility to get certified in Joomla!.

You see, there is enough work left for you, your friends and the rest of the world :-).
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COCOate

WWW.cocoate.com

cocoate.com is an independent management consultancy, based in France and
working internationally.

Specialised in three areas — Consulting, Coaching and Teaching — cocoate.com
develops web based strategies for process and project management and public
relations; provides customized trainings for open source content management
systems Drupal, Joomla! and Wordpress, in the area of management and leadership
skills and develops educational projects with the focus on non-formal learning.

The European educational projects focus on the promotion of lifelong learning with
the goal of social integration. Particular emphasis is placed on learning methods in
order to learn how to learn, the conception and realization of cross-generational
learning strategies and local community development.
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Visit us and spend your holidays in Southern France

We were captive to the charme of this old French village from the beginning and
that's why we live and work in Fitou.

We restored an old village house into holiday appartments because we like to host
guests and share with them our love for this region.

Fitou is situated in the South of France, between Perpignan and Narbonne and is a
typical French wine village having guarded the distinctive architectural village
houses.

The region around Fitou is known for its wine and is as diverse as it can be, situated
not too far from the Pyrenees (one hour drive) and Spain. The Mediterranean
climate allows you to enjoy the freshness of the Mediterranean sea at one of the
beautiful beaches enclosing the Etang from March until October, as Languedoc-
Roussillon is the sunniest area in France.

The country of Cathar offers not only old castles and abbeys but also the historical
Canal du Midi.

Our apartments can be rented during the whole year.

The apartments are part of an old traditional stone house in the heart of Fitou. They
have been carefully restored and modernized, respecting architectural aspects and
conforming to the neighbouring houses.

Feel free to discover our apartments and the region surrounding them!

http:/fimidi.com
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